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Who’s got what to prove? 


DEFINITE FIRST ROUNDER. 
THE MIDSIZE H3. LIVING UP TO THE OFF-ROAD REPUTATION HUMMER MADE FAMOUS. 
STARTING AT $29,500." VEHICLE SHOWN $33,450." 


HUMMER LIKE NOTHING ELSE> 
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IN 12 Something 

fol to prove 

fa It's put up or shut up for 
a bunch of players and 
teams—but most 
notably for Dirk Nowitzki 
and the Mavericks. 
By Sean Deveney 


> NFL DRAFT 
PREVIEW 


18 Make your 
selection 


The 255 players about to be 
drafted have jumped (and run 
and thrown) through hoops. 


Find out where they rank, 
where they're going and 
how they will contribute. 
By Dan Pompei. 

Plus, draft strategies 

for every team. 


@ ii 


Online at pos UU UES, 


COVER: REGGIE BUSH BY ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


KNOW IT ALL 


4 To Know List Barry Bonds mucked 
with the wrong people, and that might 
be what scratches his records. 

6 On Deck We tell you what's coming up. 
Who needs Nostradamus? Plus, 

Bob Hille’s Starting 5. 

8 My Turn Joe Buck's spring break was 
‘Berry ‘Berry good to him. 

10 Your Turn Use your freedom of 
speech to tell us, and other readers, 
how you feel. 
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@ COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
i FANTASY 


+ 
80 DAVE KINDRED 
Bonds deserves what he gets. 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


Send your editorial comments or complaints to Senior VP/Editorial Director 
John Rawlings at jrawlings @ sportingnews.com. 


To subscribe to the Sporting News call 800-777-6785. 


Listen to Sporting News Radio online at radio.sportingnews.com. 


For address changes or subscription questions or problems, e-mail subscription @ sportingnews.com. For delivery questions or problems, e-mail delivery @sportingnews.com. 
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Making a federal case 


= 


The Untouchables when 
Prohibition-era Chicago cop-turned-Revenuer Jim 
gravity of the situation: “You’re muckin’ with a G 
here, pal.” 
being only one of a league of bootleggers, had 
screwed up by crossing the Feds. 

History is instructive here not because the U.S. 
government nailed Al Capone, murdering gangster 
who has successfully danced with baseball’s rules 
to the tune of 700-plus home 
mistake of Capone-sized & ) 
hubris. 
has been hearing 
evidence for more than 
Bonds lied in 2003 to the 
grand jury investigating 
he said he never had 
used steroids. That 
Bonds immunity for his 
testimony only so long as 
truth and nothing but the 
truth. 
jury indicts Bonds for perjury? 

You think its investigation stops 
Bonds,” CBS SportsLine.com’s Scott 
Miller writes, “but don't assume that 
bullpen.” 

And don’t think Major League Baseball 
Bonds from the game’s record book, if not its 
collective consciousness. 
jump on this chance like, well, Bonds 
on a flat fastball. 


Comes a time in 
Malone collars a bootlegger and expresses the 
The point being that the bootlegger, despite 
Which brings us to Barry Bonds. 
and bootlegger, for tax evasion but because Bonds, 
runs, might have made a 
A federal grand jury a 
a month about whether Ee 
the BALCO scandal when 
grand jury had granted 
he told the truth, the whole 
So what if the current grand 
there? “Right now, it is perjury with 
tax evasion isn’t warming up out in the 
isn’t seeking an opportunity to expunge 
Commissioner Bud Selig is poised to 
It might not take a conviction; federal 


Bonds, Selig to co-host SNL; utter hilarity sure to ensue 
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indictment(s) alone could give the commissioner 
his opening. First, Selig could bail out on the much- 
criticized George Mitchell investigation, especially 
if there’s an ongoing federal probe of Bonds. Then, 
Selig could jump in and declare Bonds, less than 50 
taters from the game’s most hallowed record, 
persona non grata (perhaps expunging from his 
record all home runs hit after, say, 2003), suspend 
him from the game without having to fear the 
players’ union and start getting the national 
pastime past this messy era. 

Selig could do all that not because Bonds 
cheated, like so many others, but because Bonds 
mucked with the G. —Bob Hille 


ILLUSTRATION BY JACK KRUYNE / TSN 


FOX to launch National Steroid-Mongering League by 2008, exec says 


Have a 
ball when 
you call 


Admit it—you're a 
baseball junkie. Now 
your cell phone can 
help feed your fix. 
MLB.com offers 
current and 
classic team 
logos for your 
wallpaper. And 
what could be 
better than 
having Jack 
Buck's 
classic call 
of Kirk 
Gibson's miracle 1988 
World Series homer as your 
ringtone? All are just $2.49 each. 
Video is available through Verizon 
V-Cast, and game-day audio is on 
the way. Plus, thanks to a new service 
by FunMail, Inc., offered through 
your carrier, you can personalize the 
front of your favorite team’s virtual 
jersey with your name or a short 


message. —Ryan Fagan 


Another 
winning 
selection 


Once you've pimped out your 
phone, MLB-style, you can use it to 
follow the NFL draft—and we're not 
just talking about news updates. For 
the first time, Sprint customers can 
watch the draft live on their phones. 
The coverage—16 hours worth—is a 
feed from the NFL Network. Video 
highlights, player interviews and a 
half-dozen draft preview shows also 
are available. Packages start at 
$5.99. So go ahead, pick up that 
gallon of milk on draft day. You won't 
miss a thing. —Iticia Garner 


MIKE LORRIG / HELIO; ILLUSTRATION BY JACK KRUYNE / TSN 


Stanley Cup playof 
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Can he put two good feet forward? 


Look at the Spurs’ record and their forecast for the NBA playoffs 
appears as sunny as ever. But don’t let those 60 wins and that No. 1 
standing in the West fool you. This team is vulnerable—for one 
reason: Tim Duncan’s right foot, which has bothered him all season. 

Duncan has missed only one game, but check the numbers: career 
lows in scoring, shooting percentage and blocks. His 31-point, 
13-rebound game in a home loss to the Magic last week was only his 
second game over 30 all season. Duncan even went an entire month 
without topping 20 points. “He’s not as dominant,” a Western 
Conference coach admits. 

Even if the Spurs emerge from the West, repeating as champs won’t 


The QBs are 
the ABCs 


NFL teams have set up the 
prospect boards that will guide them 
through the April 29-30 draft. (Our 
37-page NFL draft preview begins on 
page 18.) Now it’s time to start 
playing the game. 

That means last-minute decisions 
on available free agents and fielding 
calls about potential draft-day trades. 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


ae 


It also means deciphering how this Once Leinart and his be easy. The Pistons, seeking payback for last June, handled San 
year’s quarterbacks craze will play hut-hut buds go, we’ll be Antonio in both meetings this season. And all of Detroit’s starters are 
out—because that will decide how able to make sense of healthy. —Stan McNeal 

the top half of the first round falls. things. 


The phones will be ringing most often in New Orleans, where the 
Saints, picking second, already have a quarterback (Drew Brees) but 
haven't ruled out drafting another (Matt Leinart, maybe?). Any 
number of teams (Oakland, Detroit, Arizona, Baltimore, Minnesota) 
could make it worth the Saints’ while to trade down. If New Orleans 
isn’t dealing, the Packers might be at No. 5—even though they still 
don’t know who their quarterback will be (no Brett Favre press 
conferences scheduled yet). 

Here’s what you can expect this week: The Saints will dangle 
their pick to all comers, including the Jets (No. 4 pick), who might 
be inclined to leap over Tennessee (No. 3) to get Leinart. The 
Titans will have a draft room free-for-all as they try to settle the 
Leinart-vs.-Vince Young debate (including who will be easier to 
sign). Several other teams will start making calls to see if they can 
position themselves for a run at Jay Cutler. And everyone else will 
just watch and wait. —7om Silverstein 


Timmy doesn’t have to 
take this abuse lying 
down ... or does he? 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


One thumbs down ... 


Netamin Corporation seeks to transform 
massively multiplayer online (MMO) gaming from 
geek to jock. In Ultimate Baseball Online 
(ultimatebaseballonline.com) you create a player 
and use him in live online games with other users. 

As in real life, however, there’s too much standing 
around in virtual baseball. The MMO genre is new 
territory for sports games, and the concept surely will work better for soccer, football, basketball 
and hockey, all of which Netamin is planning on adding. Maybe it can add a hand-held 
controller, too. Ultimate Baseball Online uses the mouse and keyboard. A few seconds of 
fielding frustration is enough to make it clear that sports 
games weren't meant to be played that way. —Seth Elkin 


JOHN CORDES FOR TSN 


‘I know guys 
who don’t play 
and bean 


... and one thumbs up 


In2Games last week released its interactive 
Real World Golf for PlayStation 2 and Xbox 


up.’ ($69.99). Players wear sensor gloves, which are 
attached to the Gametrack system that comes packaged 
—Chipper Jones on with the game. All of this gives you realistic renderings of 
the use of your shots. A baseball game that uses the Gametrack 
amphetamines in system also is in the works. —S.E. 
baseball (page 61) 


0 be brought to you by Dollar Bill's Bait & Tackle ‘This was supposed to be our year; Jazz's Boozer laments Poll: 4 in 5 unwed Americans would marry Mel Kiper Jr. 
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The week ahead in sports 


THIS | GOTTA SEE. tines eastern 


SAT 22 


We can’t give you the who or where, 
but we're on the what and when like 
stink on a game-used Nike: Day 1 of 
the NBA playoffs tips at 3 p.m. on 
ABC, with an ESPN tripleheader 
beginning at 5:30. 

@ Speaking of incomplete reporting, 
Day 2 of the NHL playoffs drops 
the puck at 3 p.m. on NBC. There's 
an OLN double dip starting at 7. 

@ Jordan All-American Classic 

(8 p.m., ESPNU). If you missed the 
McDonald’s game, Demond Carter, 
Wayne Ellington, Thaddeus Young and 
the gang are at it again. 


MON 24 


Pros vs. Joes (10 p.m., Spike). The dudes 
off the street go one-on-one against Clyde 
Drexler, whose defense probably isn’t all 
that much worse than theirs. 


TUE 25 


In Their Own Words: Jake Plummer (9 
p.m., NFL Network). See a side of the 
Snake you’ve never seen (would that be 
the underbelly?) in this terrific series 
featuring exclusive, behind-the-beard 
footage and sound from the field, the 
sideline and the locker room. 


She worried back in 1973 that 
losing to Bobby Riggs would “affect 
all women’s self-esteem,’ so she 
took the court and emasculated 


the old coot—in front of an 


estimated TV audience of 50 
million. Learn why so many cared 
in the documentary Billie Jean 
King: Portrait of a Pioneer (10 


p.m., HBO). 


FRI 28 


NFL Total Access (7 p.m., 


a. 
< 


KNOW IT ALL KNOW [TALL KNOW ITALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW ITALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW ITALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW ITALL KNOW IT Al 


The NFL draft. 
1 Matt Leinart fired 

his agent, Leigh 
Steinberg. Apparently 
they couldn't agree on 
a “who's-a-has-been” 
clause in the event of a 
Jerry Maguire 2. 


The Red 

Wings. They 

won the 
Presidents’ Trophy, 
which means one of 
two things: Either 
they're the favorites 
entering the NHL 
playoffs or their 


NFL Network). The draft is one aoe rating Is in 
sleepless night away. There’s no Bas: 


better way to pass the time than "Bre Marlins. 


SUN 23 


Cubs at Cardinals (2:05 p.m., 
WGN). It isn’t really the new Busch 
Stadium until they've put the 
capper on a series win over the 
Cubbies, now is it? 


this 2-hour trip behind the scenes The crowd at 

with the top teams and players on their home 

the board, Well, after you've read opener was only 

every last word of TSN’s preview 31,000, far from a 

coverage, that is. sellout. Worse than that, 

—Steve Greenberg the team took the field 

to shouts of “Remember 
the Alamo!” 


Baseball drug 

testing. Two of 

the minor 
leaguers suspended 
for 50 games are 
pitchers in the Reds 


COMING AT YOU » 


In the May 5 issue 

Sox/Yanks stink! Yeah, we suppose the A.L. East title 
won't be won in the next six weeks, but don’t try telling us the 
delectable dozen Yankees-Red Sox games starting May 1 at system. They tested 
Fenway aren’t big. Or even huge. Hell, earth-shattering. One of : positive for gopherbol. 
pro sports’ best rivalries never really changes, except that it ‘ Ve ‘ AN 3 SF Shag. He got 


does every year in tantalizing ways—enter clean-shaven Johnny A 

2 : his second 
Damon. We'll find out where he stands on his current and career triple 
former teams, explore the numbers that have defined this double, and you know 
sale ane. a a nutshell, make you love/hate these baliclubs he’s serious about the 

: hh upcoming playoffs 
B OK, playoffs. So what's LeBron James’ next trick going to be? || ecsice artis 
@ Don't settle for any other NFL mock draft when you can get \ ; Me “ 

: it wasn’t in the 

our Ultimate Mock Draft. Trust us. 


KATHY WILLENS / AP 


Wanna know what secrets Johnny has on the Yanks 


drive-through at 
and Sox? We know—and we’re blabbermouths. 


Wendy's. 


Score Tickets at the Last Minute! 
Theater 


StubHub! 


e 
wwwStubHub.com _1.866.STUBHUB Concerts 


Sports ° 
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‘ape ae 


tha 


Lawrence Taylor © 2006 General Cigar Co., Inc. New York, NY. www.cigarworld.com 


SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: 


Cigar Smoking Can Cause Lung Cancer 
And Heart Disease. 


True to its name. 


No rest for the ‘Berry 


American Idol updates! Breaking T.O. news! 


Isn't technology wonderful? 


couple of weeks ago, I went ona 
spring break trip to Mexico with my 
family. I no longer can just get on a 
plane and fall asleep. Because I'ma 
fan of the television show Lost, I can’t 
help but look at my fellow passengers and 
try to figure out which ones | would hunt 
with and who might be willing to share their 
makeshift tent 
with me. On my 
trip, I sat next to 
that flight’s 


iS 
o 
a 
= 
~ 
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How would you 
like to share a 
makeshift tent 
with these guys? 


version of Hurley, so it was a little 
tough to type. (By the way, I 
know the show is not on FOX, but 
I still have plenty of time in my 
life for Kiefer, Seacrest, Bart and 
Cops.) 

Why do spring break trips 
have to happen in the spring? It 
is such an exciting time in sports 
across the board, but also 
should be a time to relax with 
family and unwind in some 
tropical place with sunblock and 
cerveza. Those two things didn’t 
mix well for me, thanks to an 
awful thing that happened about 
a month before we left—I got a 


| got a BlackBerry. 

I believe they 
should come with 
a warning. 


family while on 
vacation.” Do you know 
how hard it is to type 
without looking under 
the table during dinner? 
It was vitally important 
that I figure out what 
was going on in Major 
League Baseball as the 
season approached, and 
my NCAA pool sheets 
needed to be updated 
and thrown away 
around the clock. 

I share these pieces of information with 
you because more than three times a day I 
was sharing them with my wife. Without my 
BlackBerry, I would have had no idea Terrell 
Owens had written a rap song worthy of 
making Bill Parcells lose his tuna. | also 
would have had zero indication that Ryan 
Church had put together a horrible spring 
and been sent to the Nationals’ minor 
league camp before the end of March. 

See? We're 
talking really 
important stuff. 
Kerry Wood and 
Mark Prior started 
the season on the 
D.L.? Come on, no 
way anybody saw 
that coming. That 
was info I needed 
to know 
immediately! Next, 
I learned—on a 
Friday—that 
Chicken Little had 
been voted off 
American Idol. (1 
lost service for a 


BlackBerry. Why did they have 
to settle that lawsuit? That @ 
company should be put down. e* 
Its product is way too addictive 
for anybody’s good. I believe 
BlackBerrys should come with a 
warning: “May cause operator to 
become distant from one’s 
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day, so I missed 
some stuff.) I tell 
you, that little 
devil machine is 
amazing. 

I was reminded 
of two things on 
my trip. One, no 


FOX Sports’ lead play-by-play 
announcer for the NFL and MLB 
Frequent guest on Sporting News Radio 


If being one of the 30 million-plus fans who love Simon, Ryan, 
Randy and Paula is wrong, | don’t want to be right. 


matter who you are, you look stupid when 
you exit a massage room. The robe, the hair, 
the puffy, glazed-over look on the face—not 
good. Two, everyone gets a kick out of 
playing with his kids in a swimming pool. I 
saw film 
producer 
Brian Grazer, 
one of the 
most powerful 
men in 
Hollywood, 
get a bigger 
kick out of 
tossing a 
NERF football 
to his son 
than he did 
walking the 
red carpet for 
the premiere 
of his movie 


DAMIAN DOVARGANES / AP 


Even Hollywood 
honchos such as Grazer : 
get wet ’n’ wild. oe 


It truly makes you feel good to see these 
parents who work hard for a living deriving 
so much pleasure from something as simple 
as kickin’ it with their children. I started to 
get lost in the scene—and then my 
BlackBerry began to buzz. It was an e-mail 
from Omaha Steaks offering me a 
once-in-a-lifetime deal on meat. I had to 
respond before it was too late! But I knew | 
was going to get that look again from my 
wife. I had to think fast. 

Honey, I’m gonna run to the bathroom 
again. Must be the water. 
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TURN | 


GEORGE LANGE / FOX 


‘Id, id 


OOTTRT | 


“i -NE' ) A T ri $1 3,985; 172-horsepower, 2.4-liter aieine with CVT2. MP3 plug-in. 
Chill Zone™ storage bin keeps four cans chi led to 45 Reclining, fold-flat rear seats. Visit dodge.com or call 800- oe 


*Available for order. R/T AWD as shown, *20,685. MSRPs exclude tax. % Chester tana) BUCKLE UP 


yourturn@sportingnews.com 


Tony Stewart's rally from early trouble has made it a two-man fight for the 
title: Stewart vs. Jimmie Johnson—for the moment. But the one who is 
now sneaking up on everyone is Kasey Kahne. —STP43FAN via SportingNews.com 


@ The No. 20 

car has to be 
considered the 
favorite this early 
in the season with 
how strong Tony 
Stewart has 

been running. 
—dbaudoux via 
SportingNews.com 


B Chad Johnson is 


<< 


delusional if he (es 
thinks he brought 
excitement and fun 
back to the NFL 
(TSN, April 14). 
Someone should 
tell Johnson that 
the excitement and 
fun never left—that 
is why the NFL is the most 
popular sport in this country. 
Johnson's antics are foolish 
and immature. Showing up the 
other team has no place in any 
sport. —Marc Jimenez, 

Bronx, N.Y. 


® Bob Hill’s a goner (TSN, April 
21). 1 almost feel bad for Sonics 
fans. Ownership screwed them 
over by not handling the Nate 
McMillan situation too well. 
—jaytphillips via 
SportingNews.com 


POLLING PLACE 


If you were running late to work and you 
absolutely HAD to get there on time, 


which NASCAR driver would you 
want driving your cab? 


SPORTINGNEWS.COM USERS 
SPORTING NEWS STAFF 
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@ I'd just like to 
comment on the 

fun | have 

reading the 

columns written 

by Todd Jones. 

Regardless of 

whether | agree 

with what he says, he’s 
always an entertaining 
read and one of the 
regular features | look 
forward to each week. | 
sincerely hope that 
whenever his playing days 
end, the Sportinc News 
will find a way to keep him 
writing. Jay Roberts, 
Wareham, Mass. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


@ Kobe Bryant’s game is a 
study in selfishness. It takes 
tremendous amounts of pressure 
for that guy to do anything other 
than shoot. He isn’t interested in 
getting his teammates into the 
game-—just shooting over and over 
again. The MVP is about a lot 
more than points (TSN, April 21). 
I'd vote for any of San Antonio's 
starting five before Kobe. 
—Sirpoins via SportingNews.com 


@ Babe Ruth would hit 100 home 
runs at Coors Field. Mike Schmidt 
would hit 100 in Philly. Let's not 
overhype steroids. The walls are 
Closer, we have expansion teams, 
and teams rush their pitchers 

too much. —Chris Robinson, 
Morganfield, Ky. 


@ | was very disappointed not to 
see any information on the 
women’s NCAA Tournament. There 
was not one mention anywhere in 
the magazine about an amazing 
game between Maryland and 
Duke. The women’s final blew the 
men’s final away as far as 
excitement. —Susi Pitts, Lometa, 
Texas 


HAROLD HINSON FOR TSN # 
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LOG ON 


RE: RIGHT ON TRACK 
Posted by liberty76 
Texas Motor Speedway wins 

again. Because it consistently has 

produced quality races in its short 

existence as a Nextel Cup track, 

TMS is proving itself a worthy _ 

ser two-race track | 

and beginning 
to look like an 
Atlanta or 
Lowe’s on the 
schedule. 


RE: R-E-S-P-E-C-T! 
Posted by icefire7 
Colorado sports teams get little 
or no respect outside of the state. 
‘It took John Elway until the last two 
years of his career to getthe 
‘respect on a national level that he 
deserved. Another wonderful 
athlete who gets no respect is 
Carmelo Anthony, This young man 
has been overlooked for the NBA 
All-Star squad for no other reason 
than he plays in Colorado. Anthony 
is not mentioned as being in the 
running for MVP even though the 
Nuggets would not be nearly as 
good without him and his amazing 
talents. 


RE: CHANGING OF THE GUARD 
Posted by IcedRabbit 

Over the past 10 years, the 
Western powers have ruled the 
NHL. Detroit, Colorado and Dallas 
stood on the Western side of the 
frozen bank and were challenged 
only by the lowly Eastern Devils. 
But in this new NHL, a world where 
special teams rule the ice and i| 
tough guys are scratched in favor 
of speedier players, the powers that 
be seem to be losing their grip on 
Lord Stanley's Cup and the rights 
to a finals run. 


RADIOXSTAR 


Real talk from a fan on 

Sporting News Radio 

‘The Lions, by far, are the worst 
team ever. The ownership of the 
Lions is the Fords, which stands 
for fix or repair daily’ —Joel in 
Detroit on the Chris Russell Show 


On THIS CIRCUIT, 
THEY KNOW ALL ABOUT POWER. 


OFFICIAL 
ALKALINE BATTERY OF 


I//Il NASCAR 


Kevin Harvick is proud to be a spokesperson 
for the National Prostate Cancer Coalition. 
To learn more visit pcacoalition.org. 


DURACELL 


TRUSZED EVERYWHERE 


©2004 Duracel!, All rights reserved. NASCAR’ Is a registered trademark 
of The National Association tor Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc. 


NBA 


PLAYOFF PREVIEW 


It’s put up or shut up for a bunch 
of players and teams—but most 


notably for DIRK NOWITZKI and 
the Mavericks By Sean Deveney 


ine years ago, copies 
of a tape were making 
their way through the 
ranks of college 
coaches. The 15 
minutes of grainy 
VHS footage showed 
a teen, built like a 
stick of Juicy Fruit, standing 6-9 
and cruising easily around, past 
and over opponents in Germany’s 
junior league. International 
scouting was in its infancy at the 
time, so few stateside had heard 
the name Dirk Nowitzki—plus, the 
handful of scouts who were in 
Europe simply did not look for 
basketball talent in Germany. 
Nowitzki’s father thought 
attending college in America 
would be his son’s best route to 
the NBA, and Dirk’s coach, Holger 
Geschwindner, assembled the 
tape. Kansas coach Roy Williams 
was intrigued. Boston College was 
ready to offer a scholarship. Cal 
was considered the front-runner. 

Lanny Van Eman, a former 
coach at Oregon State, was doing 
some consulting at the time and 
watched the tape. “Here was a 6-9 
kid who had a beautiful shot, hit 
everything from the perimeter,” 
Van Eman says. “He was very 
athletic, could run the floor, could 
drive past the defense and looked 
like he would just keep 
developing. It looked like the only 
thing he really needed was his 
post-up game.” 

Much has changed. Even 
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He’ll never be a dominant 

post player, but Nowitzki is 

getting better at taking on 
defenders inside. 


without attending college, 
Nowitzki caught the eye of NBA 
scouts and was the ninth pick in 
the 1998 draft. He has become 
one of the NBA's best players, the 
first legitimate MVP candidate in 
Mavericks history and the team’s 
only AIl-NBA first-team player. Yet 
the scouting report on Nowitzki 
remains remarkably similar to the 
mental notes Van Eman made 
nearly a decade ago: Excellent 
shooter. Great size. Runs the 
floor. Handles the ball. Lacks a 
back-to-the-basket post-up game. 
It was that weakness, in fact, 
that stuck with Nowitzki, a 
7-footer, after last year's playoffs. 
He had been awful throughout 
the postseason, averaging 23.7 
points (down from 26.1 in the 
regular season) and shooting just 
40.2 percent from the field. 
Houston stifled him in the first 
round by defending him with 
small forwards Ryan Bowen (6-9) 
and Tracy McGrady (6-8). The 
Suns played Shawn Marion (6-7) 
on Nowitzki. In the baggy-eyed 
hours after the Mavericks were 
eliminated in the conference 
semifinals by Phoenix, Nowitzki 
sat at a podium in Dallas and said, 
“I take a lot of blame myself. | 
want to be at the point where it 
doesn’t matter who plays me. If 
they put a smaller guy on me, I 
want to post up, and if they play 
me with a big guy, I'll take him 
outside. I’m going to have 
another summer of hard work.” 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


Nowitzki took that 
determination back to Germany 
in the offseason. The Mavericks 
are a talented team, and the 
emphasis coach Avery Johnson 
has put on defense makes them 
championship contenders. But 
Dallas will not have a chance to 
win a title if Nowitzki continually 
struggles against smaller 
defenders in the postseason. In 
these playoffs, Nowitzki could 
find himself guarded by players 
such as the Grizzlies’ Shane 
Battier (6-8), the Spurs’ Bruce 
Bowen (6-7) and Marion. If he 
doesn’t provide consistent 
offense against smaller defenders, 
the Mavericks won't win. 

That has been the focus of 
Nowitzki’s work, and the results 
have been impressive. Nowitzki 
is having his most productive 
season, with career highs in points 
(26.6) and shooting percentage 
(.482). And the one skill he has 
lacked since his teens—the 
post-up game—is improving. 

“I have been here five years,” 
Mavericks assistant Paul Mokeski 
says, “and every year, we get to 
the playoffs and they match up 
smalls on Dirk. I think he has 
figured out how to handle that. 
He has always been able to shoot, 
and that is a big problem when 
you have a power forward 
guarding him—he can take you 
outside and make his shots. Now, 
he is better at putting the ball on 
the floor and going to the basket 
stronger. He is backing down 
smaller guys in the paint and 
shooting over them.” 

There is no shortage of players, 
coaches and franchises that enter 
this postseason with something to 
prove, but in the coming weeks, 
Nowitzki and the Mavericks will 
have the most on the line. The 
same question about Nowitzki 
haunts the franchise: Can 
regular-season success translate to 


PROVE 


the playoffs? Dallas has averaged 
56 wins over the past five years 
but has made just one trip to the 
conference finals. The Mavericks 
have been labeled soft, and 
Nowitzki, as the team’s mainstay 
for the past eight seasons, has 
been given the same tag. 

But, in any sport, years’ worth 


At long last, the Mavericks 
have found the ‘D’ in Dallas. 


of labels are easily peeled off with 
the strength of one championship 
run. This season may represent 
Nowitzki’s and the Mavericks’ 
best chance. “We can do it,” says 
Mavericks point guard Jason 
Terry. “We are deep. We can 
score. We play defense. And we 
have the big guy. We're ready.” 
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.PLAYOFF PREVIEW | 


very Johnson sneered, a 
rare facial condition for a 
coach normally so smiley. 
The Mavericks had just 
been trounced, 114-102, by 
the Warriors, essentially ending 
Dallas’ hopes of winning the 
Southwest Division and gaining 
the West’s top seed. Johnson 
said it was the most 
disappointing game he ever had 
coached. The team should give 
back one-eighty-second of 
their paychecks, he added. 
“Seventy-nine games,” Johnson 
said. “I have been waiting 79 
games to get some internal 
leadership. I haven’t gotten it yet.” 

In the locker room, Nowitzki 
stood wrapped in towels and 
tried to maintain perspective. 
“Our offense was not great,” he 
said. “But we don’t worry about 
our offense. It’s defense. We have 
to get our defense ready before 
the playoffs.” 

Indeed, the Mavericks’ 
postseason concerns—leadership 
and defense are part of that 
checklist—go beyond Nowitzki’s 
ability to work in the paint 
against small forwards. Johnson 
has stressed defense to this 
group, and it has responded. Just 
two years ago, Dallas ranked 28th 
in points allowed (100.8). That 
improved to 14th (96.8) in last 
year’s regular season, but the 
Mavericks allowed an average of 
106.8 points in the playoffs. 

This year, Dallas’ first full 
season under Johnson, the team 
is seventh in points allowed 
(93.2) and 10th in field-goal 
percentage allowed (.442). But 
the Mavs have been inconsistent. 
“When we play defense like we 
know we can,” Nowitzki says, “we 
can beat anybody. We have to be 
at our best.” 

“They have got the defense to 
win it all, and that is the key,” 
says Warriors assistant coach 
Mario Elie, who won 
championships with Rockets 
center Hakeem Olajuwon and 
Spurs power forward Tim 
Duncan. Elie disputes the notion 
that the Mavericks can’t win 
without inside scoring from 
Nowitzki. “Dirk right now is the 
best four-man in the league,” Elie 
says. “He is not the same kind of 
player as Tim Duncan, where you 
throw it to him and run your 
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offense. But they can win with 
him getting his points outside. I 
seem to remember Michael 
(Jordan) and the Bulls winning a 
lot without having a dominant 
scorer inside.” 

True, but the Mavericks don’t 
have Jordan. Other than Jordan’s 
Bulls, every championship team 
in the past 15 years has had a 
player capable of taking over in 
the paint. One reason is obvious: 
inside shots are high-percentage, 
especially late in tight games. But 


L 


| Johnson’s mouth constantly is running, but it’s working—the 


a good back-to-the-basket scorer 
also forces opponents to 
double-team, which sets up 
passes for open shots on the 
perimeter. This is a skill players 
such as Duncan and Heat center 
Shaquille O’Neal have mastered. 
Nowitzki still is learning. 

“He is going to get his points, 
but you probably don’t want to 
double-team him,” one Western 
Conference scout says. “Their 
offense is still one-on-one play, 
with isolations and mismatches. 


) Mavs have improved their defense and toughness under him. 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


They are not set up for him to get 
the ball inside, then dish it 
outside. Teams will do the same 
thing they did last year—guard 
him with a smaller player and 
make him put the ball on the 
floor. It is still not his strength.” 

Nowitzki acknowledges that 
paint play never will be his best 
skill, and Johnson is careful not to 
push Nowitzki too hard into the 
post—what makes him unique is 
his combination of size and 
shooting ability. He makes 40.9 
percent of his 3-pointers, and the 
Mavericks don’t want Nowitzki to 
emphasize a weakness at the 
expense of a strength. In the loss 
to the Warriors, he burned power 
forward Troy Murphy for 15 
points on 6-for-8 shooting in the 
first quarter. But after the 
Warriors switched defenders, 
mostly using Mike Dunleavy on 
Nowitzki, he was 5-for-14. 

Still, Nowitzki appears better 
equipped to make opponents pay 
for going small, and, for 
Mavericks fans, the most 
heartening sign is an April 7 win 
in San Antonio (their first win on 
the Spurs’ home floor in 2% 
years). Nowitzki, guarded mostly 
by Bowen, scored 30 points and 
passed up perimeter jumpers in 
favor of forays to the rim. The 
Mavericks also were able to 
expose a weakness in the small 
forward-on-Dirk philosophy— 
Josh Howard, the Mavs’ slippery 
small forward, outmaneuvered 
Duncan and shot 9-for-13 from 
the field. When Nowitzki is 
matched against a small, quick 
defender, it almost always means 
Howard is guarded by a big, slow 
defender. 

After that game, Mavs guard 
Jerry Stackhouse told reporters, 
“I don’t think they’re going to be 
able to play Bruce Bowen on Dirk 
anymore and put Tim Duncan on 
Josh.” 

Perhaps. But in the playoffs, the 
best strategy against Nowitzki still 
is to guard him with a smaller 
player. That was his team’s 
undoing in last year’s playoffs. He 
spent a summer working to change 
it. But this is what he was working 
toward—the postseason. The 
playoffs are here, and if Nowitzki 
has fixed the longest-standing 
problem in his offensive game, 
now it the time to prove it. TSN 
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A return to 
VINSANITY? 
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CRAIG JONES FOR TSN 


In July, when Pistons coach Flip Saunders was 
introduced as the replacement for Larry Brown, the usual 
question arose: Why, Flip, can't you win in the playoffs? 

Saunders posted four 50-win seasons in nine-plus 
years in Minnesota yet managed just a 17-30 playoff 
record. The Timberwolves reached the second round once. 
Saunders, though, advocated a closer look at the facts. 
“The way | look at it)’ he said, “we were never a favorite in 
the series that we lost.” 

In the Timberwolves’ first six playoff appearances 
(1997-2002), they were the lower seed, and wins by lower 
seeds are rare. In 2003, the Timberwolves were No. 4, but 
the Lakers were No, 5—despite Minnesota’s higher seed, 
Saunders was correct to say the Lakers were favored. The 
T-Wolves broke their playoff drought as the No. 1 seed in 
2004, beating Denver and Sacramento before getting the 
Lakers in the conference finals. Again, L.A. looked like a 
title contender, and the Timberwolves were underdogs. 

Now, Saunders’ never-the-favorite theory will be tested. 
The Pistons will be favored throughout the playoffs. A run 
to the championship can do for Saunders what it did for 
Brown: exorcise past playoff failures. —S.D. 
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It’s still easy to picture Vince Carter trapped 18 feet from the 
basket by Tyrone Hill as Game 7’s final tenths blur off the clock in 
the Eastern Conference semifinals. Carter, off-balance, gives Hill a 
pump fake and hurls a shot high through the breathless air in 
Philadelphia. A heavy clank, a loud cheer, an 88-87 victory for the 
76ers. And the end of Vince Carter as we knew him. 

That was 2001. In retrospect, the idea of Carter going down as 
one of the game's all-time greats is laughable—but in the frenzy of 
the 2001 playoffs, it was very real. After that miss, knee injuries, 
nonchalance and an ugly trade demand tarnished him. Though 
Carter has regained much of his old form in New Jersey, it’s clear 
he never will be a leader. 

But Carter can alter the enduring image of the miss. He can 
prove he is not made of straw, that he has the toughness— 
physical and mental—to boost a team in the postseason. 

The Nets are providing Carter the opportunity. They have been 
streaky all season but put together 14 straight wins in March and 
April; Carter averaged 25.6 points during the run. 

Last year, Miami swept the Nets in the postseason. Should the 
Nets get a rematch in the second round, don't bet on another 
sweep. New Jersey beat Miami in three of four games this season. 
Care to guess who was the pivotal player in those games? Carter, 
who averaged 38.5 points, 7.3 rebounds and 5.5 assists. —S.D. 


A NEW TITLE: 


King of Clutch 


Last week, in the pit of the fourth quarter, 
Cavaliers forward LeBron James smiled at fans in 
Oklahoma City’s Ford Center. They were loud. The 
Hornets had tied the score, and 5.8 seconds 
remained. James got the ball, stepped in from the 
top of the key, got Hornets defender Desmond 
Mason to rock back, then pulled up for a 
straightaway jumper. It rattled in for a Cavs win. 

James turned back to the crowd, smiling again. 

James may have a reputation for shying away 
from crunch-time shots, but he has done much in 
the past few months to change it (just ask the 
Hornets). Perhaps the best way for James to end 
such chatter completely is to nail big shots on a 
bigger stage—in the playoffs. —S.D. 


James is starting to take 
pleasure in making shots ae 
with the game on the line. Bis eS 


L.A.’s story 
just might change 


The numbers are hideous. In 28 seasons since the 
Clippers moved to the West Coast, the team has made 
three playoff appearances, the most recent nine years ago 
with a team led by Loy Vaught. In that span, the Clippers 
have never advanced to the second round and are 4-9 
overall in the postseason. 

While Clippers playoff lore could be written on the back 
of a business card, the Lakers could fill phone books. This 
year, though, the Clippers will have a better seed than the 
Lakers. A trip to the second round (plus a quick 
elimination of the gold-and-purple) would beef up the 
Clips’ credentials as L.A’s team. —S.D. 


PLAYOFF PREDICTIONS 


; Mavericks vs. Spurs. 
Hopefully, this will be the last time the two best teams in a 
conference meet before the conference finals. 


CRAIG JONES FOR TSN 


There was a parade in Miami when 
Shaquille O'Neal arrived two summers ago. 
Thousands of Heat fans gathered at 
AmericanAirlines Arena as helicopters buzzed 
overhead and music blared. On that day, 
O'Neal vowed to justify the celebration with a 
championship. 

Nine years earlier, new Heat coach and 
president Pat Riley had made a similar 
promise: a championship parade along 
Biscayne Boulevard. 

Riley and O'Neal already have secured 
their places in NBA history, but each has 
reached a point in his career where his legacy 
is getting ragged. Stan Van Gundy got the 
Heat within one quarter of The Finals last 


spring, but Riley blew up the roster anyway. las Nuggets. They may not 
Early this season, he shoved aside Van Gundy beat the Suns in the second round, but they'll scare them 
to coach the team himself, an ego-driven plenty. 

move that put Riley's reputation on the line. Heat. Shaq will 


find he no finger can tum on his game whenever he wants. 

p: Carmelo Anthony, Nuggets. 
Quietly he has entered the neighborhood of all-galaxy 
stars LeBron James and Dwyane Wade. Since the All-Star 
break, Anthony has averaged 27.8 points on 51.4 percent 
shooting. 


O'Neal, too, is not quite what he used to 
be—34 years old, peppered with injuries and 
a step slow. His free throw shooting never has 
been good, but it seems that since coming to 
Miami he has given up any attempt to 
improve. O'Neal shot 46.1 percent from the 


line last season and is making 46.8 percent The Nos. 5-8 seeds in the 


of his attempts this season. Bs East will be lucky to win a game—combined. 
Riley and O'Neal were NBA legends before 2 Pistons over Nets—too much Detroit 
they got to Miami. But each made a promise a2 defense will wear out Vince Carter. Mavericks over Suns— 
2 to Heat fans. If they don’t come through, q Dallas has the right balance of offense and defense. 
H those legends will be bruised. —S.D. 3 Pistons over Mavericks. Flip Saunders will 
8 join Phil Jackson, Pat Riley, Gregg Popovich and Larry 
= O’Neal and Riley each celebrated championships with the Lakers, Brown as the only active head coaches with a title. 
2 but both have had trouble bringing the party to Miami. —Stan McNeal 
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Dan Pompei 


USC has the stars to light up the first 
round, but the Buckeyes’ class could 
be even more luminous 


Hawk headlines a 
long list of Ohio 
State prospects 
who have the 
goods to make it 
big in the NFL. 


eggie Bush. Matt Leinart. Winston 
Justice. Taitusi Lutui, LenDale White. 
Darnell Bing. Dominique Byrd. Fred 
Matua. Frostee Rucker. Scott Ware. 
Southern California, the school from 
the city of stars, will illuminate the draft. 

Bush and Leinart are expected to be 
among the top four overall selections. Justice 
could be a top 10 pick. USC could produce as 
many as six first-round picks, but it more 
likely will have four. One general manager 
says he expects every starter for the 2005 
Trojans offense to play in the NFL. 

So is the USC class of 2006 the best draft 
class from a school ever? It’s good but not 
that good. In fact, it might not even be the 
best this year. “Some of these players are 
overhyped because they played at USC,” one 
AFC scouting director says. “In some ways, 
the Ohio State class might be better this 
year. It’s a group with a lot less baggage.” 

Justice has had some scrapes with the 
law. White has dropped on most draft 
boards because of concerns about 
his personality, plus he can’t or 
won't run a 40 because of a 
hamstring problem. Byrd’s 
dedication has been 
questioned. Lutui has had 
weight problems. 

The Ohio State class is 
much cleaner by 
comparison. The Buckeyes’ 
headliners are linebackers A.J. 
Hawk and Bobby Carpenter, wide receiver 
Santonio Holmes, cornerback Ashton 
Youboty and offensive linemen Nick Mangold 
and Rob Sims. All but Sims have a chance of 
going in Round 1. 

The best ever? Probably the Miami class 
of 2004, with six first-rounders: Sean Taylor, 
Kellen Winslow, Jonathan Vilma, D.J. 
Williams, Vernon Carey and Vince Wilfork. 
You also could make a case for the 
Hurricanes’ 2002 class, which included five 
first-rounders—Bryant McKinnie, Jeremy 
Shockey, Phillip Buchanon, Ed Reed and Mike 
Rumph—as well as Clinton Portis in the 
second round. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 
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The Matt Jones effect 


Think of Matt Jones as the mother duck leading a 
parade of ducklings to uncharted territory. 

Jones went from Arkansas, where he was a 
quarterback, to Jacksonville, where he became a 
receiver after the Jaguars picked him in the first 
round last year. Now, a number of other college 
quarterbacks are expected to follow his lead. 
Among those likely in for a position switch are Penn 
State’s Michael Robinson, Missouri's Brad Smith and 
Texas State’s Barrick Nealy. There also has been 
discussion of trying to move others, such as Texas A&M's 
Reggie McNeal, Bowling Green's Omar Jacobs and even Texas’ 
Vince Young. 

“When you've got those good competitive athletes with 
skills to do other things, people will look at them at other 
positions,’ Jaguars vice president of player personnel 
James “Shack” Harris says. “The biggest thing is a player 
making the decision he no longer is a quarterback 
candidate. Most of the guys—unlike Matt Jones, who 
was willing to make the transition—will tell you they 
only want to play quarterback.’ 

Some, like Robinson, have embraced the opportunity 
to play elsewhere. Others, like Smith, have a strong 
preference to remain at QB. 

Moving from quarterback to receiver takes time. Jones 
caught 36 passes for 432 yards and five touchdowns as a 
rookie. “The transition with Matt was good,” Harris says. 
“He was able to help us, make some plays, 
but there are still some things to develop. 
We'll expect him to develop more this year.” 


Smith needs to 
agree that it is better 
for him to receive. 


— , & Plenty of 
= choices in the 
jukebox 


The forecast for draft day: It’s 
going to be raining return men. 

“This is one of the best groups 
of returners | can remember,’ says 
Bears general manager Jerry 
Angelo, who runs one of the 
teams in need of one. 

Several candidates—Boston 
College’s Will Blackmon, 
Colorado's Jeremy Bloom, 
Virginia's Marques Hagans, 
Miami's Devin Hester and Fresno 
State's Adam Jennings—are 
primarily return specialists. 

Others—UCLA running back 
Maurice Drew, Kansas cornerback 
Charles Gordon and wide 
receivers Skyler Green (LSU), 
Willie Reid (Florida State), Cory 
Rodgers (TCU) and Brandon 
Williams (Wisconsin) have value 
as position players, too. 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 
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Blackmon will have to make his mark 
as a return specialist. 


The team that takes Gordon will get 
more than just a cornerback. 


Hey, 

D’Brickashaw: 
s . . 

Thin is in 

One of the knocks on 
Virginia offensive tackle 
D’'Brickashaw Ferguson was 
that he was too thin. 

The 6-6 Ferguson went 
from weighing 250 pounds as 
a sophomore to 298 at the 
Senior Bowl. And he’s still 
growing. At the Combine, he 
was up to 312. But the best 
advice for Ferguson might be: 
Bigger isn’t always better. 

In fact, in today’s NFL, it’s 
all about athleticism and 
mobility for left tackles. “The 
guys they’re blocking, some 
weigh 260,” Redskins 
offensive line coach Joe 
Bugel says. “Some rush 
linebackers weigh 245. I don’t 
think people put the big 
premium on having them be 
325 pounds to be a tackle. | 
think 312 and under is 
perfect for him. He’s as quick 
as a cat.” 

These days, there are more 
pass rushers like Dwight 
Freeney than Reggie White. 
That's why Ravens general 
manager Ozzie Newsome 
says the ideal weight for a 
tackle is between 300 and 305 
pounds. “They don’t try to 
run over you anymore; they 
try to run around you,” Bugel 
says. “It’s like catching a 
rabbit. You better have some 
foot speed out there. That's 
the most important thing.” 

The big issue with an 
offensive tackle who is “light 
in the pants” is handling the 
power rush. Titans offensive 
line coach Mike Munchak, 
who coached Ferguson in the 
Senior Bowl, says Ferguson’s 
quickness helps offset his 
lack of sheer power because 
he gets into his blocks 
quickly and gets his hands 
inside the pass rusher before 
the pass rusher can gain 
momentum. 

Ferguson, who is expected 
to be a top five pick, is about 
to learn that an old adage is 
true: You never can be too 
rich ... or too thin. 
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P| Vince Young 
wont make it 
past the Raiders at 
No. 7, but | 
wouldn't touch him 
until at least the 
middle of the 

first round. 


Chris Russell isn’t 
hooked on this Horn. Get more 
expert opinions on the draft at 


sportingnews.com. 


also is this: In 1995, Oilers 
G.M. Floyd Reese passed on a 
traditional pocket passer in 
favor of a more athletic 
quarterback with scrambling 
ability. That's how the 
organization ended up with 
Steve McNair instead of Kerry 
Collins. > Teams that don’t 
land a pass rusher in the draft 
likely will have another option— 
the supplemental draft. 

LB Ahmad Brooks recently was 
kicked off the Virginia team by 
coach Al Groh and is expected 
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One rumor has the Titans, if 
"given the choice, 
selecting Texas 

QB Vince Young ahead of 
Southern California 
Le QB Matt Leinart with the 

ae al third pick. What’s behind the 
logic? One insider says it’s the 

“Bud Adams factor” The owner of the Titans might 
love to stick it to Houston, where he lives, by 
selecting the state’s premier player. Of course, there 


to be available in a supplemental draft this summer. 
One NFL talent evaluator says Brooks “has top five 
talent” and compares him to Lawrence Taylor. Like 
Taylor, Brooks has had off-field problems. And there 
are questions about his commitment. Brooks 


If Chad ot Gennar inet for 
Maine and Abdul Hodge had played for 
Hawaii, no one would be using one as a 
reference point for the other. 

But both potential first-round picks 
were competing for every tackle while 
standing just a few feet from each other 
as starting linebackers for lowa. So 
everything Greenway did is measured 
against Hodge. Each of Hodge’s 
strengths and weaknesses is graded 
against Greenway’s. 

The 6-254 Greenway makes the 
6-0%4 Hodge look small. Greenway’s 
speed makes Hodge look slow. 
Greenway’s athletic ability makes 
Hodge look ordinary. 

But Hodge's instincts make 
Greenway look late to react. Hodge’s 
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Summer help: Brooks could be 
had in the supplemental draft. 


al vs. Hodge: The eyes don't lie 


ability to disengage makes Greenway 
look plodding. Hodge’s natural punch 
makes Greenway look less explosive. 

So it goes with teammates who play 
the same position. Others in the draft 
include N.C. State defensive ends 
Mario Williams and Manny Lawson; 
Ohio State linebackers AJ. Hawk, Bobby 
Carpenter and Anthony Schlegel; LSU 
defensive tackles Claude Wroten and 
Kyle Williams; and Miami offensive 
tackles Eric Winston and Rashad Butler. 

The truth is Greenway and Hodge 
both are fine prospects who were very 
productive in college, whether they are 
being compared or not. 

But this is what stands out on tape: 
Hodge usually beats Greenway to the 


Greenway (18) has the edge on 


considered leaving Virginia after the 2004 season 
but returned to school out of shape and 
subsequently was benched. > LSU DT Claude 
Wroten tried to stop his draft stock from falling last 
week by writing a letter to the lead decision maker of 
each NFL team. Wroten could be the best one-gap 
tackle in the draft and was considered a first-round 
pick until he was arrested for possession of 
marijuana with intent to distribute in January. The 
charges were dropped. Wroten wrote in his letter that 
he made a mistake but he’s not a bad guy. And he 


DT Gabe Watson didn't help his draft stock by 
showing up for his school's pro day in a new 
decked-out SUV. He drove the vehicle around the 
parking lot for a while with music blaring as scouts 
observed the scene. 


ball. That means something. 


told teams he loves football. 

> It will be interesting to see 
how much Florida State 

OLB Ernie Sims’ five 
concussions affect his draft 
stock. Teams have varying levels 
of concern about head injuries. 
Some will say he’s obviously 
prone to concussions and won't 
have a long NFL career. Others 
will say he still should be a 
first-rounder because none of 
the concussions was severe 
and he hasn't had one since 
last September. > Michigan 


Hodge—until you watch them play. 


Looking for the next 
Gates 


Blame it on 
Antonio Gates. 

Because Gates 
made such a 
remarkable 
transition from 
college basketball 
player to Pro Bowl 
tight end, NFL 
scouts now have 
to evaluate nearly 
every hoopster 
who can post up. 

That explains 


rites George Mason’s Lewis 
the fascination 


ee could go from the 
with George Final Four to the NFL. 
Mason forward 


Jai Lewis. He has been on the radar of NFL 
teams for more than a year, and there is a 
chance the 6-7, 275-pound Lewis will be 
drafted as a tight end in the late rounds 
because of his size and athleticism. 

Lewis played high school football, but 
scouts are cautious. In addition to his 
inexperience, he doesn’t appear to have ideal 
speed. 

Chargers G.M. A.J. Smith, who signed Gates 
as an undrafted free agent out of Kent State 
three years ago, says he is tracking five college 
basketball players. But nobody expects to find 
another Gates. 

“Look; we got lucky with Gates,” Smith says. 
“His agent did a great job marketing him, and 
19 teams wanted him. He just wanted to be 
here.” 
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Are You Getting the 
Smoothness You Need’? 


New Heineken Premium Light 


PREMIUM 


_ LIGHT 


LAGER BEER 


heinekenlight.com 
Enjoy Heineken Light Responsibly. 


hie 
Big value board 


Because where they will be chosen isn't necessarily where they should be chosen 


Matt Leinart (1) Reggie Bush (2) Chad Jackson (13) | Vernon Davis (7) D'Brickashaw Ferguson (4) | Nick Mangold (25) 
Vince Young (8) Laurence Maroney (18) | Santonio Holmes (14) Winston Justice (12) ,; 
Jay Cutler (10) DeAngelo Williams (19) ; :' 


Marcus McNeill (26) 
Eric Winston (34) 


Davin Joseph (30) 
Max Jean-Gilles (31) 
Taitusi Lutui (35) 


Brodie Croyle (57) 
Charlie Whitehurst (60) 


LenDale White (37) 
Joseph Addai (41) 


Marcedes Lewis (43) 
Leonard Pope (45) 

Joe Klopfenstein (49) 
Anthony Fasano (53) 


Sinorice Moss (38) 
Derek Hagan (42) 
Maurice Stovall (66) 


| Andrew Whitworth (71) Greg Eslinger (83) 
Ryan O'Callaghan (77) 
Jonathan Scott (86) 


Daryn Colledge (88) 


Travis Wilson (82) 
Michael Robinson (91) 


Brian Calhoun (85) 
Maurice Drew (95) 
Leon Washington (97) 


Tony Scheffler (79) 
David Thomas (96) 
Dominique Byrd (98) 


Charles Spencer (93) 


Rob Sims (109) 
Adam Stenavich (132) 
Fred Matua (133) 

Mark Setterstrom (150) 


Ryan Cook (111) 
Pat Ross (124) 

Jason Spitz (136) 
Marvin Philip (151) 
Mike Degory (164) 


Reggie McNeal (152) Tim Day (131) 
Cooper Wallace (146) 
Owen Daniels (147) 


TJ. Williams (162) 


Paul McQuistan (102) 
Jeremy Trueblood (117) 
Troy Reddick (157) 


Jerious Norwood (104) 
Jerome Harrison (105) 
Andre Hall (106) 

Mike Bell (118) 
Dontrell Moore (119) 
Wali Lundy (126) 
Gerald Riggs (140) 


S. Green (120), G. Lee 
(121), D. Aromashodu (127), 
M. Nance (128), H. Baskett 
(129), D. Williams (130), B. 
Obomanu (141), T. Watkins 
(142), J, Avant (143), M. 
Hass (144), J. Webb (145), 
M. Colston (159), B. Smith 
(160), B. Williams (161) 


a © WR) 3 —_—! round 


Kellen Clemens (187) FB Garrett Mills (165) 
FB Matt Bernstein (173) 
Cedric Humes (180) 
PJ. Daniels (194) 


Cory Ross (195) 


Jonathan Orr (172) Charles Davis EJ. Whitley (170) 
David Anderson (174) = Zach Strief (178) 
Anthony Mix (181) 
Greg Jennings (191) 
Willie Reid (196) 
William Buchanon (197) 


Tony Tella (184) 
Chris Kuper (190) 
Jahri Evans (199) 
Kevin Boothe (200) 


Rob Meadow (230) 


Bruce Gradkowski (219) | Quinton Ganther (212) Jovon Bouknight (205) 


Brad Butler (209) 


Drew Olson (231) FB Gilbert Harris (218) Domenik Hixon (213) , Matt Lentz (241) 
Erik Meyer (232) Taurean Henderson (224) | Miles Austin (225) a) Rob Smith (242) 
FB Lawrence Vickers (245) | Jason Carter (226) 
Jeremy Bloom (237) 


Clinton Solomon (238) 


Drouzon Quillen (239) » =p‘ 
DJ. Shockley (246) FB Naufahu Tahi (254) Delanie Walker (267) Tim Massaquoi (288) Rashad Butler (252) Donovan Raiola (261) 
Darrel Hackney (263) Wendell Mathis (259) Adam Jennings (268) Jeff King (289) Michael Toudouze (257) Will Montgomery (298) 
Marcus Vick (264) T. Whitehead (266) Chris Hannon (269) Joe Toledo (258) 
Paul Pinegar (274) Ryan Gilbert (284) Cory Rodgers (287) Jimmy Martin (282) 
Bruce Eugene (275) Derrick Ross (285) Dennis Roland (283) 
Travis Lulay (276) Chris Barclay (286) 


Brett Basanez (277) 
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Let’s be clears this is not a mock draft. You'll find 
those scattered across other pages this week. This, 
draftniks, is a value board. 

Mock drafts give you 32 first-round picks, 32 
second-round picks and so on. But let’s be honest—not all 
first-rounders have first-round talent; some 
second-rounders do. Some prospects shoot way up a team’s 
draft board to fill a specific need. Other players, at deeper 
positions, can slide well below their actual value. 


Mario Williams (3) 
Mathias Kiwanuka (21) 
4 = ws 


Tamba Hali (32) 


Ray Edwards (68) 
Darryl Tapp (69) 
Mark Anderson (75) 
James Wyche (84) 


Stanley McClover (100) 
Victor Adeyanju (101) 
Charles Bennett (114) 
Parys Haralson (125) 
Chris Gocong (137) 
Eric Henderson (138) 
Elvis Dumervil (153) 
Jeremy Mincey (154) 
Julian Jenkins (155) 


Frostee Rucker (166) 
Thomas Carroll (175) 


Jason Hatcher (202) 
Javon Nanton (208) 
Mike Kudla (233) 

Darrell Adams (234) 


Paul Carrington (251) 
John Chick (255) 
Melvin Oliver (278) 
Devan Long (279) 
Rob Ninkovich (280) 
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2) Claude Wroten (48) 


Haloti Ngata (6) 
Brodrick Bunkley (24) 


Gabe Watson (29) 
Rodrique Wright (40) 


John McCargo (51) 
Orien Harris (59) 
Jonathan Lewis (67) 


Dusty Dvoracek (73) 
Jesse Mahelona (80) 
Barry Cofield (94) 
Manaia Brown (99) 


Kyle Williams (110) 
B. Oshinowo (123) 
Johnny Jolly (134) 
Kedric Golston (135) 


Tommy Jackson (185) 


McKinley Boykin (207) 
Gerald Anderson (243) 
Le Kevin Smith (244) 


Sir Henry Anderson (260) 
Kader Drame (271) 
Titus Adams (296) 
Manase Hopoi (297) 


A.J. Hawk (5) 
DeMeco Ryans (16) 
Chad Greenway (17) 
Manny Lawson (20) 
Thomas Howard (23) 


Ernie Sims (28) 

Bobby Carpenter (36) 
Kamerion Wimbley (52) 
Jon Alston (65) 


Rocky Mcintosh (72) 
AJ. Nicholson (78) 
Gerris Wilkinson (90) 


Keith Ellison (103) 
James Anderson (139) 
Leon Williams (158) 


Jamar Williams (171) 
Spencer Havner (179) 
Travis Williams (189) 
Brandon Johnson (193) 


Terna Nande (204) 
Omar Gaither (210) 
Stephen Tulloch (211) 
Ryan LaCasse (223) 
Charlton Keith (235) 
William Kershaw (236) 


Clint Ingram (249) 
Kevin Simon (253) 


This value board shows where these prospects, based 
solely on their ability, deserve to be chosen in the 2006 
draft. War Room scouts believe this is the best way to 
assess the value of potential draftees. On this board, only 25 
players merit first-round status, even though 32 players will 
be chosen in that round. On the flip side of the coin, 42 have 
second-round grades. 

War Room scouts have included overall player rankings 
(in parentheses) for all prospects with draft-worthy grades. 


Tye Hill (11) 
Jimmy Williams (15) 
Antonio Cromartie (22) 


Johnathan Joseph (27) 
Ashton Youboty (33) 
Kelly Jennings (44) 
Richard Marshall (58) 
DeMario Minter (61) 
Alan Zemaitis (63) 
Tim Jennings (64) 


Dee Webb (70) 
Anwar Phillips (76) 
Devin Hester (81) 


| Cedric Griffin (89) 


Kai Parham (107) 
Dale Robinson (148) 


Freddie Roach (182) 


Tim Dobbins (214) 
Tim McGarigle (227) 
Trent Bray (228) 


Anthony Schlegel (270) 
Oliver Hoyte (290) 


Will Blackmon (115) 
Gerrick McPhearson (116) 
Derrick Martin (156) 


Charles Gordon (167) 
Marcus Maxey (168) 
Justin Wyatt (169) 
David Pittman (176) 

C. Onyenegecha (177) 
Darrell Hunter (186) 
Josh Lay (188) 

Danieal Manning (192) 


Marcus Demps (203) 
Antonio Malone (222) 


John Walker (247) 
Khalid Naziruddin (248) 
Alton McCann (256) 
Reuben Houston (265) 
TJ. Rushing (281) 


Ko Simpson (39) 
Jason Allen (50) 
Darnell Bing (54) 


Donte Whitner (55) ; 


Pat Watkins (56) 
Daniel Bullocks (62) 


Greg Blue (87) 
Bernard Pollard (92) 


Anthony Smith (108) 
Roman Harper (122) 
Calvin Lowry (149) 
Marcus Hudson (163) 


Eric Smith (183) 


Antoine Bethea (20) 


Brian Iwuh (215) 
Dwayne Slay (216) 
Willie Andrews (217) 
Dawan Landry (221) 
Nate Salley (229) 
Darrell Brooks (240) 


Charlie Peprah (250) 
Jarrad Page (272) 
Greg Threat (273) 
Tyrone Culver (291) 
Reed Doughty (292) 
Chris Harrell (293) 
Scott Ware (294) 
Jahmile Addae (295) 


KIWANUKA, T. JACKSON AND D. JACKSON BY BOB LEVERONE / TSN; SMITH BY MICHAEL McNAMARA / TSN; HUFF BY ALBERT DICKSON / TSN: WEATHERFORD BY PAUL NISELY / TSN 


K Jonathan Scifres (112) 
P S. Weatherford (113) 


P Sam Paulescu 
(201) 


P John Torp (262) 
P David Lonie (299) 
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Matt Leinart 
USC, 6-5%, 224, 4.90T 
Big, poised and skilled—in the 

mold of Peyton Manning. A 
lefthander who lacks elite arm 
strength but has enough to throw 
out routes. Hits receivers in stride 
and throws with a nice touch. 
Makes good decisions and knows 
how to read defenses. Does a nice 
job of avoiding pass rushers. 
Knows when to throw the ball 
away. Shows excellent instincts. 
As ready for the NFL as a 
quarterback can be. 


Young’s natural ability has some 
scouts freakin’ out—but so does 
his throwing motion. 


26. - 4/28/06 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


Leinart can’t throw the 
ball through a wall, but 
his experience and 
accuracy make up for it. 


Vince Young” 
Texas, 6-4°%, 228, 4.57 

A freakish athlete who is more 
dangerous as a runner than a 
thrower. Has a strong arm anda 
big, powerful body. A playmaker. 
Has an unorthodox throwing 
motion—doesn’t set his feet and 
throws semi-sidearm—and his 
accuracy is inconsistent. Avoids 
pass rushers and keeps plays 
alive. Thinks well on his feet but 
makes some 
poor decisions 
under 
pressure. Will 
not fit into a 
conventional 
offense. Might 
struggle to 
learn the NFL 
passing game 
based on 
his poor 
Wonderlic 
scores. Has 
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considerable potential but also 
could be a bust. 


Charlie Whitehurst 
Clemson, 6-4%, 223, 4.75 
Has all the traits to be an NFL 

quarterback and showed them in 
predraft workouts. Was limited 
by a shoulder injury and the 
dink-and-dunk offense at 
Clemson. A big pocket passer 
who also can run. Takes care of 


HOT 
PS with Jay Cutler 
The words that best describe the way I play: 
Passionate, aggressive, fun. | like having fun out there. 
My opponents would say the best part of my 
game is: My competitive nature. | ran the ball a little 
bit; | threw the ball. | just tried to put us in the best 
position to win. 
I'm better than most quarterbacks in this year’s 
draft because: | played in one of the best 
conferences, | started four years, and we didn’t win 
every game. | had to deal with losses and be able to 
bounce back week after week. 


LIKE NOTHING ELSE™ 


the ball; knows when to throw it 
away and when to take a sack. 
Doesn't try to be a hero. Cool 
under pressure and a clutch 
player. Completes passes 
downfield. Has been a little 
inconsistent. Underrated by 
many but has good upside. 


Jay Cutler 
Vanderbilt, 6-344, 226, 4.77 
Probably has the best arm in 


1. Which two running backs were selected before Heisman Trophy winner Eddie George (14th) in 1996? 


*Nota senior +40-yard dash time AStock rising 


Stock declining 
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this class. Tough and competitive. 
Can run. Shows average accuracy. 
Doesn't hesitate to check down to 
secondary receivers. Took a 
beating at Vanderbilt—he was 
sacked 80 times in his career. 
Shows a questionable feel for 
pressure and doesn’t escape it 


well. Makes poor decisions under 
pressure. Can gain yards in the 
open field but lacks quickness and 
is not elusive. Doesn't always 
throw the ball away when he 
needs to. Must improve his 
technique. Forces too many 
throws into tight coverage. 


7. ATarvaris Jackson Alabama State 
TRAVIS LULAY. 8. D.J. Shockley Georgia 
He didn’t 9. Bruce Gradkowski Toledo 
play ina 10. Darrell Hackney UAB 
quarterback 11. Reggie McNeal Texas A&M 
hotbed, but he 12. Omar Jacohs* Bowling Green 


produced for 


four years. He 14. Travis Lulay Montana State 
has enough 15. Erik Meyer Eastern Washington 
size and 16. Drew Olson UCLA 

athleticism to 17. Brett Basanez Northwestern 
be competitive 18. Brett Elliott Linfield 


in the NFL. 


6. AKellen Clemens Oregon 


19. 
20. 


. Marcus Vick* Virginia Tech 


Bruce Eugene Grambling State 
Quinton Porter Boston College 


Probably will have a slow 
transition to NFL starter. 


Brodie Croyle 
Alabama, 6-24, 205, 4.90 
Lacks ideal size and has 
durability issues. Has a nice arm, 


accuracy and a quick release. 
Shows good poise. Manages the 
game nicely. Can improvise. 
Shows a nice feel for the game. 
Makes good decisions. Takes a lot 
of hits. Might have to be a backup 
in the NFL. Would fit best in a 
West Coast offense. 


Has a good enough arm and decent mobility but no experience in a pro-style offense. 

Has a strong arm and eludes pressure but can be erratic. Gets flustered and makes bad throws. 
Shows pocket presence and good arm strength. Decision making and accuracy are inconsistent. 
Has the arm strength to make all the NFL throws but lacks ideal height. 

A developmental prospect who probably never will be more than a backup. 

Needs time to develop and grow in a pro system. Could be moved to wide receiver. 

A running quarterback who must develop as a passer. Could be moved to running back. 

A developmental player with a lot of potential but shows questionable commitment to the game. 
Shows good throwing mechanics but free-lances too often. Doesn’t always take care of the ball. 
Has an ugly throwing motion but gets it there. Will interest teams that run the West Coast offense. 
A game manager and an overachiever who could fit in a West Coast offense. 

Can be accurate and make plays with his feet. Could develop into a solid backup. 

Accurate and has sound mechanics. Reads defenses well. Lacks foot quickness. 

Throws well on the move and has some running ability. Ability to read defenses is questionable. 
A streaky passer who has talent but doesn’t always show it. 


RB 


Bt 


Reggie Bush* 

USC, 5-11, 202, 4.33+ 

A special player with a remarkable 
combination of quickness, elusiveness, 
explosion, vision and instincts. Plays faster 
than everyone else. Changes directions 
without stopping or gathering himself. Has 
great balance. Almost impossible to take 
down in the open field. A graceful runner 
in the Gale Sayers mold. Doesn't have ideal 
size and has not proved he can carry the 
load but plays bigger than he is. Punishes 
defenders at times. Makes something from 
nothing. Has outstanding hands and could 
play wide receiver. Pass blocking is not a 
strength. 


Joseph Addai 
LSU, 5-11%, 214, 4.40 
A big, fast, physical back who runs 

violently. Bursts through holes. Follows 
blocks well. Makes sharp cuts. Can make 
defenders miss or run them over. Can 
catch the ball. Needs to improve his 
technique in pass protection. Was part of a 
rotation in college, so scouts wonder 
whether he can carry the ball 25 times a 
game. A little stiff as a runner. Has 
durability issues. 


Get more of Dan Pompei’ expert analysis in the Pro Football War 


be Room: warroom.sportingnews.com. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


, = 3s ae + toe . 
ke an infomercial for a knife set-—Bus' 
creates. The only downside: He doesn’t come with a free juicer. 


2.Who was'the most recent nonquarterback drafted with the first overall pick? 


a eee 


h cuts, he slashes, he 


Answers on page 60 
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Laurence Maroney* 
Minnesota, 6-0%, 215, 4.47 
A chain-moving back who is 

good at everything. Shows the 
vision to find creases. A creative 
runner with good one-cut ability. 
Has made plenty of big plays. 
Elusive in the open field. Has 
good size and can break tackles. 
Runs with good strength but is 
not a power back. Doesn’t move 
piles effectively. Needs work in 
pass protection and route 
running. 


DeAngelo Williams 
Memphis, 5-9, 207, 4.44 
A workhorse back who is 
shifty and plays off blocks 33 
exceptionally well. Has 
outstanding vision 
and 


AJ. MAST FOR TSN 


Maroney is 
a first-round target 
because of his vision 

and playmaking 
ability. 


DE’ARRIUS 


HOWARD. As a 
senior, he was 


gNAPSHOD with DeAngelo Williams 


or 


11. Andre Hall South Florida 
12. P.J. Daniels Georgia Tech 
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patience. Does a good job of 
staying on his feet. Can squeeze 
through cracks and is slippery 
between the tackles. Knows how 
to avoid big hits. Not a burner— 
lacks exceptional burst—and 
doesn’t run with much power. 
Lacks ideal height but has a thick 
build. Ball security is a minor 
concern. Some consider him a 
third-down back. 


Brian Calhoun* 

Wisconsin, 5-9%, 204, 4.38 
An elusive, jittery 
runner with a zigzag 
style. Has an 
excellent ability to 

stop, start and cut. 
Accelerates quickly. 


puicasbered tbe Calhoun doesn't have great size, 
Patient, instinctive 


but he’s tough and elusive. 


Maurice Drew* 
UCLA, 5-654, 207, 4.39 
A short, stocky back with 

strength, speed and toughness. 
Shows terrific running skills and 
the ability to break tackles. Can 
elude defenders. Fast and 
competitive. Has great hands but 
is too short to be a receiving 
target or a pass protector. Has 


everywhere except his 

»” heart. Will sacrifice his 

~ body. Similar to Warrick 

Dunn in that he can make 

himself small. Performs well 

enough as a 

receiver. Some 
teams think he’s 
a third-down 

back at best. 


I’m better than most running backs because: My 
speed and strength help me play bigger than | am. | try 
to use my ability to find a small crease and get through 
it quickly. There isn’t that much space to run in the NFL, 
and | have the ability to find that space. 

The part of my game that will need the most work 
in the NFL: My receiving skills. 

The kind of offense | fit best in: One that can allow 
me to showcase what | can do as a runner, receiver 
and return man. | want to do it all. 


LIKE NOTHING ELSE™ 


return ability. Reminds some of 
former Giants back Joe Morris. 


LenDale White* 
USC, 6-0%4, 244, 4.60 

A tough power runner who can 
carry defenders on his back and 
run over smaller defenders. Runs 
with a good pad level. Has a nice 
combination of feel for running 
the ball and explosion. Not very 
fast, elusive or quick-footed. A 
tough tone setter and a solid 
blocker. Weight could be an issue. 
Football character is in question. 
Stock has fallen. 


Jerious Norwood 

Mississippi State, 5-115, 
206, 4.33 

Has breakaway speed and can 

consistently make big plays. Not 
as good on inside runs. Has a 
narrow base and tends to run 
upright. Goes down a little easier 
than he should. Gives all or 
nothing every run. Doesn’t move 
the chains in short yardage. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Leon Washington 
Florida State, 5-7%, 204, 4.42 
A small back with 
quick feet and good 
running skills. 
Catches the ball 
well and is a big 
threat on screens. 
Instinctive and 
makes tacklers 
miss. Not great 
between the 
tackles. Doesn’t run 
with much strength. 
Blocking is a 
problem. 
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10. AJerome Harrison Washington State Does everything well but is undersized. Might need to be a change-of-pace back. 
Fast with good hands. Lack of ideal size will limit him as a receiver and a pass protector. 
A strong inside runner. A versatile back with good hands and blocking ability. Has no special trait. 


beaten out by 13. Wali Lundy Virginia Excels between the tackles but lacks burst in the open field. Vision could be better. 
a freshman 14. ADe’Arrius Howard Arkansas A natural runner with vision and instincts. Runs with power and breaks tackles. 
and he never 15. Cedric Humes Virginia Tech Has a thick build. Can run with power and catch passes but lacks breakaway speed. 
led his team in 16. W Gerald Riggs Tennessee A powerful runner with good straight-line speed. Lacks elusiveness. Doesn't get the ball outside. 
rushing. But he 17. Taurean Henderson Texas Tech A better receiver than runner. Probably destined to be a third-down back. 
has an NFL 18. WCory Ross, Nebraska Shows outside speed and inside power. Viewed strictly as a backup on first and second down. 
body and NFL 19. Mike Bell Arizona A bigger back with some inside running ability. Runs with patience and vision. 
skills. 20. Wendell Mathis Fresno State Has some speed but isn’t a breakaway runner. Runs hard inside and breaks tackles. 

21. DonTrell Moore New Mexico Not big or fast and doesn’t run with much power. A candidate to be a third-down back. 

3. The Bills made this player the fifth overall pick in the 1970 draft, but he became more famous for his service as a chaffeur. 
28. . 4/28/06 *Not a senior +40-yard dash time Stock rising 


Stock declining 
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Demetrius Williams 

Oregon, 6-254, 197, 4.46¢ 

Runs nice routes and is elusive 
after the catch. Has good playing 
speed and burst. Makes sharp 
cuts and has excellent body 
control. Can make the circus 
catch but will drop an easy one 
occasionally. Had a reputation for 
not being tough, but it might be 
unwarranted. Does not go down 
easily. Will go over the middle. A 
little slender; could improve his 
strength in order to get off the 
jam easier. 


Santonio Holmes* 
Ohio State, 5-10'4, 188, 4.34 
Smooth runner with the hands 

to make catches away from his 
body. Knows how to get past a 
cornerback on a fly route and can 
catch the deep ball. Has a feel for 
finding space in zones. Has the 
quickness of a smaller man. Has 
separation ability. Not a real 
physical blocker. Doesn't have 
elite speed but is fast enough. 


AChad Jackson* 
Florida, 6-0%, 213, 4.32 
Has size and speed to go with 

good hands and toughness. Made 
a living over the middle in 
college. Caught a lot of balls but 
didn’t make many big plays. 
Doesn't get a lot of yards after the 
catch. Didn’t show explosiveness, 


DOMENIK HIXON. He 
helped make 

QB Charlie Frye a 
star in 04 and 
produced last 
season, too. A great 
workout has gained 
him a lot of notice 
the past few weeks. 


13. WCory Rodgers* TCU 

14. ABrandon Williams Wisconsin 
15. Michael Robinson Penn State 
16. Jeremy Bloom* Colorado 

17. Devin Aromashodu Auburn 

18. Mike Hass Oregon State 

19. ADomenik Hixon Akron 

20. Skyler Green LSU 

21. Hank Baskett New Mexico 

22. Marques Colston Hofstra 


MICHAEL McNAMARA / TSN 


Holmes is savvy enough to find the soft spots in zones and fast enough to beat cornerbacks deep. 


separation or precise route 
running. 


Sinorice Moss 
Miami, 5-8, 185, 4.38 
A little receiver with the 

strength to break tackles and the 
speed and quickness to elude 
defenders. Can make big plays. 
Dangerous in space. Has good 
hands and can extend for the ball, 
which makes him play taller. 
Struggles getting off the jam and 
gets knocked off routes easily. 
Has potential as a 
returner. 


AGreg Jennings 

Western Michigan, 
5-11, 198, 4.42 

A gifted receiver 

with deep ball ability. 
Has the body control 
and discipline to be 
an excellent route 
runner. Gets yards 
after the catch. 


Hands are dependable. Was very 
productive in college, but level of 
competition needs to be factored 
into the equation. 


Travis Wilson 
Oklahoma, 6-2, 214, 4.50 
Big, strong possession receiver 

with soft hands. Gets off the jam 
well. Good vs. zone coverage. Can 
be effective over the middle and 
in the red zone. Will fight for the 
ball. Not a speedster. Production 


4. Which quarterback was a second-round pick of the Falcons in 1991? 


was down as a senior, and his 
stock subsequently dropped. 


Jason Avant 

Michigan, 6-044, 212, 4.50 

Polished possession receiver 
who does all the little things well. 
Great route runner. Has excellent 
hands. Tough and will block. Can 
break tackles. Lacks a top gear 
and struggles to beat press 
coverage. Not an elite athlete. 
Likely to be a good special teams 
contributor. 


HOT 
SNAPS ek Hagan 


My college stats fail to show: | can block. It’s 
embarrassing for me if the guy covering me makes 
the tackle on the running back. 

I’m better than most wide receivers 

because: I'm very smart. 

My opponents would say this is the best thing 
I do: Getting off the line of scrimmage and going 
up and getting the ball when it’s in the air. 

The NFL player ! can’t wait to face off against: 
Champ Bailey. You always want to go against the 
best. How else can you measure yourself? 


Finds the creases in zones but is not a speed merchant and doesn’t run great routes. 

Little receiver runs good routes and catches the ball well. His main value may be as a returner. 

Big, strong athlete who makes plays. Best role might be as a multiple position player. 

Outstanding return man who's fast and elusive but has limited receiving ability. Was an Olympic skier. 
Has big-play ability but needs to polish his technique and route running. 

Might have best hands of any player in the draft but lacks ideal speed and separation. 

A big productive receiver with speed. Shows good hands and toughness. 

Almost a hybrid running back/receiver. Has speed but is limited by his size. 

Big, loping runner with leaping ability. Makes plays downfield and in the red zone. 

Gets yards after the catch and is an excellent red zone player but is inconsistent. 
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Maurice Stovall 
Notre Dame, 6-4%4, 217, 4.57 
Big long-strider who finds soft 

spots in zone coverage. Has good 
hands and concentration. Makes 
any kind of catch. Adjusts to the 
ball. Struggles some getting off 
the jam. Not a speed receiver. Not 
real physical for his size. 


AGreg Lee* 
Pittsburgh, 6-15, 201, 4.55 
Has the ability to catch the ball 


well but sometimes makes body 
catches. Runs solid routes. Gets 
yards after the catch. Lacks 
top-end speed but finds a way to 
get the job done. Concentration 
could be better. 


Derek Hagan 
Arizona State, 6-194, 208, 
4.42 
Can get deep and track the 
ball. Comes in and out of cuts 
gracefully for his size. A nice 


rosy EULER 


route runner. Has good body 
control with the ball in the air. 
Can make tough catches but 
drops a lot of balls. Doesn’t fight 
for the ball. A high-maintenance 
player with average speed. 


AWillie Reid 
Florida State, 5-10, 188, 4.41 
Former running back is more of 
a possession receiver than a big 
playmaker. Above average in just 
about every category. Can make 


Vernon Davis* 

Maryland, 6-344, 254, 4.38 

One of the best tight end 
prospects ever. A physical freak 
with rare athleticism. Has speed, 
explosiveness and quick feet. 
Excellent route runner who's 
smooth in and out of breaks. 
Causes matchup problems. Tough 
and will fight for the ball. Gets 
yards after the catch. Can block 
at the point but isn’t a killer. 


QUINN 
SYPNIEWSKI. 
He played 
behind Joe 
Klopfenstein at 
Colorado, but 
he could thrive 
in the NFL if he 
goes to a team 
that uses his 
blocking skills. 


AIN POLINA 
YKUINE ARUUINE 


AJoe Klopfenstein 

Colorado, 6-594, 255, 4.56 

Tall with long arms. Can go up 
and catch the ball away from his 
body. Has good hands and 
concentrates well. Runs good 
routes but is a little deliberate. 
Can stretch zones. Runs well and 
gains yards after the catch. 
Strong but gets thrown around 
some as a blocker. 


Marcedes Lewis 
UCLA, 6-6%, 261, 4.80 
A huge, long-armed player who 

catches well. A good red zone 
weapon and target over the 
middle. Lacks the speed to get 
downfield and the quickness to 
create separation. Blocking has 
improved but still is only 
average. A good athlete—played 
basketball in college. 


Anthony Fasano* 
Notre Dame, 6-444, 259, 4.71 
One of the best blocking tight 
ends in the draft. Gets movement 
in the running game. Knows how 


9. AOwen Daniels Wisconsin 
10. Tim Massaquoi Michigan 
11. Quinn Sypniewski Colorado 
12. Tim Day Oregon 
13. Jason Pociask Wisconsin 
14. Garrett Mills Tulsa 
15. Charles Davis Purdue 
16. Jeff King Virginia Tech 
17. Erik Gill Pittsburgh 
18. Cooper Wallace Auburn 


to get open. Uses his hands to 


LIKE NOTHING ELSE™ 


acrobatic catches. Has some 
return ability. 


Devin Hester* 
Miami, 5-10%, 190, 4.32 
A good athlete with decent 

speed who’s more of a return 
specialist than a receiver. Can 
catch the ball but doesn’t have a 
feel for the receiver position and 
doesn’t run good routes. Has 
been an explosive punt and kick 
returner. 


y 
+4; Davis’ 40 time makes 
25 / some wide receivers 
appear to be jogging. 
Can you say “matchup 
problem?” 


Runs nice routes and has potential for yards after the catch. Plagued by injuries in college. 

Quick off the line, runs nice routes and has good receiving skills. Competitive as a blocker. 

Probably the best blocking tight end in the draft. Could bulk up and play tackle. 

A reliable target in the middle of the field and avoids tacklers fairly well. Not much of a blocker. 

A little heavy-footed and doesn't get many yards after the catch. Could be considered at fullback. 
Has good receiving skills and can block on the move but lacks ideal height. H-back might be best spot. 
Runs decent routes and knows how to get open but doesn’t get many yards after the catch. 

A consistent player with good hands. Not real fast and sometimes gets tossed around as a blocker. 
A big target on short and intermediate routes, but he’s a lumbering runner. 

Overachiever without a special trait. Needs the ball to be thrown right at him, 


19. Troy Bienemann Washington State A long snapper with average tight end skills. Could be a team’s third tight end. 
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5. This running back was the first third-year junior to be drafted, but he was a starter for only one year in college. 


*Not a senior +40-yard dash time AStock rising 


Stock declining 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


2006 H1 ALPHA 


LENGTH 184.5 in. 
MAXIMUM HEIGHT 77 in. 
WIDTH (without mirrors) 86.5 in. 
WHEELBASE 130 in. 
GROUND CLEARANCE 16 in. 
GRADE CAPACITY 60% 
SIDE-SLOPE CAPABILITY 40% 
2006 H2 
LENGTH 203.6 in. 
MAXIMUM HEIGHT 81.7 in. 
WIDTH (without mirrors) 81.2 in. 
WHEELBASE 122.7 in. 
GROUND CLEARANCE 9.7 in. 
GRADE CAPACITY 60% 
SIDE-SLOPE CAPABILITY 40% 
2006 H3 
LENGTH (with rear tire carrier) 186.7 in. 
MAXIMUM HEIGHT 73.7 in. 
WIDTH (without mirrors) 74.7 in. 
WHEELBASE 111.9 in. 
GROUND CLEARANCE 8.5 in. 
GRADE CAPACITY 60% 
SIDE-SLOPE CAPABILITY 40% 
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_ THERE'S AN RV FOR ss 
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create separation. Has average speed. Won't 
stretch the zone but is a solid weapon 


if underneath. 
s David Thomas 
ya exas, 6-344, 252, 4.67 
RORING aS An overachiever who lacks ideal size and 
2 athleticism. Runs great routes. Has excellent 
ea & = hands, Can gain yards after the catch. A 


competitive blocker; won't blow anyone off the 
line but can keep his balance. Can long snap. 


Dominique Byrd 
USC, 6-24, 255, 4.79 
Can make defenders miss and gets yards 

after the catch. Has decent speed and can 
turn upfield quickly. Doesn’t put forth great 
effort as a blocker. Lacks ideal height but has 
long arms. Didn't fulfill 
expectations in college. 
Scouts question his 


seme commitment and 
“EXPANDABLE TRAVEL TRAILER dedication. 


Marcedes 


Lewis 

The NFL players | 
am most like: Antonio 
Gates and Tony 
Gonzalez. | find it easier 
to pick up the little 
things they do and 
apply them to my game 
because we all have 
basketball in common. 
Things like utilizing my 
body, getting big when | 
have to, “blocking out” 
a defender. 
The kind of offense | 
fit best in: | have a 
good grasp of the West 
Coast, but it doesn't 
matter. Anywhere | go, 
I'm a fast learner. 
The part of my game 
that will need the 
most work in the 
NFL: All facets, whether 
it be blocking or route 
running, to develop into 
a complete tight end. 


©)) 


TYPE A MOTORHOME 


FREE DVD oc CD-ROM. 


Listen online at radio.sportingnews.com. 
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DRAFIPREVIEW 


THIRD ROUND 
Leonard Pope* 

Georgia, 6-7%, 258, 4.62 

Tall target with long arms and sure hands. 
Locates the ball well. Can run but doesn’t 
play real fast. Doesn’t separate well, turn 
upfield quickly after the catch or sustain 
blocks on running plays. Pass protection 
needs work. 


ATony Scheffler 

Western Michigan, 6-544, 254, 4.54 

Can run and catch. Has a good feel for 
finding the seams in zones. Needs to be more 
physical. Blocking is average. Hasn't faced 
top competition. A raw player who needs to 
develop technique. 


Good pick, bad pick, best pick, bust pick. Join Bob Stelton, Chris Russell and 
Brian Baldinger for pick-by-pick draft coverage live from Radio City Music Hall 
on Sporting News Radio. Tune in for interviews with the top picks and analysis from 
Sporting News experts and guests from noon-7 p.m. ET April 29 and 1-6 p.m. ET April 30. 
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PAUL NISELY / TSN 


Replace puny tittle words like dull 6 lazy with 
GREAT BIG ONES LIKE WIDE && OPEN. 


Figs 
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Come Friday, 0. Go dirty up a dirt bike. Go find a new playground. Go do just about anything, just about anywhere G Vi 
re) Mg 
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with an RV. Go to Sok ieee com for a free video and visit an RV dealer. WHAT WILL YOU DISCOVER? 
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D’Brickashaw Ferguson 

Virginia, 6-5’, 305, 5.07¢ 

A pure left tackle with quick 
feet and great balance. Bends at 
the knees nicely and has long 
arms. Capable of handling speed 
rushers. Appears gangly at times 
but shows excellent coordination 
for his size. Must get stronger to 
become a better run blocker. Not 
as highly regarded as previous 
left tackle prospects such as 
Orlando Pace, Tony Boselli and 
Jonathan Ogden but is ready to 
start in the NFL. 


AWinston Justice* 
USC, 6-644, 320, 5.03 
A solid pass protector with the 

athleticism to handle speed 
rushers. Played the right side in 
college, protecting lefty Matt 
Leinart’s blind side. Shows the 
body control to mirror pass 
rushers’ moves. Could be a little 
vulnerable to power rushes. More 
of a position blocker in the 
running game and does not play 
with explosion. 


Marcus McNeill 

Auburn, 6-7, 
320, 5.07 

A strong run 

blocker who can 
drive back defensive 
linemen. Can reach 
and squash 
linebackers. 


Surprisingly nimble a 

but loses his balance 3 get off the ball very well, 

at times. Sometimes = and I’m kind of big to get 

has trouble with edge = around, 

rushers. Struggles to The NFL player I can’t 

combat pass rushers’ = wait to face: Julius Peppers. 

counter moves. Fails = He's been one of my favorite 

to sustain blocks. 2 2 players my whole life. | definitely 
Durability is a Justice isn’t an explosive blocker, but he doesn’t would enjoy the experience, whether he's 
concern. turn a blind eye to protecting his QB. whupping me up and down the field or not. 
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Jeremy Trueblood 
Boston College, 6-84, 316, 5.25 
Relies on mass, strength and 

power. Lacks great footwork but 
usually gets away with it because 
of his industriousness. Has some 
problems blocking linebackers on 
the second level. At his best in a 
small area. Could struggle against 
speed rushers. A solid run blocker. 


i) Pilepe 


Daryn Colledge 
Boise State, 6-498, 299, 5.04 
Has the quickness, balance and 

flexibility to play left tackle. Solid 
against speed rushers. Uses good 
technique and takes good angles 
to defenders. Lacks ideal bulk. 
Doesn’t knock defenders off the 
ball, though he can wall them off. 
Can reach linebackers on the 
second level. 


Ryan O'Callaghan 
California, 6-642, 340, 5.26 
A powerful, massive blocker 

who can clear a path for a 
running back. Performs best ina 
small area. Struggles to block 
linebackers on the second level. 
Shows decent footwork but 
could struggle against speed 


e rushers. Has some medical 
3 issues. 
i] = Eric Winston 
5 2 Miami, 6-6%, 310, 4.94 
Ferguson may not be as highly touted as Pace, Boselli and Ogden were, Did not have a great senior 
but it’s no stretch to say he is ready to start now. season but could improve as he 
Ss with Marcus McNeill 
The first time | thought about 


playing in the NFL: As a younger 
kid, | had dreams of being a 
quarterback. But for some 
reason, the cafeteria lady kept 
on feeding me. 

The best aspect of my game: 
Run blocking, for right now. | just 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


7. Name four of the six quarterbacks taken during the first round in 1983. 
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CARLOS ROGERS — 
WASHINGTON REDSKINS CORNERBACK 


BT) Sie 


STRIKE FAST. HIT 


BEX 


Myt 


HARD. 


"7 


Vag 
© 


Myoplex" Original from EAS" gives Carlos Rogers the power to take a bite out of an opponent's 

passing game without warning. Packed with 42g of a MyoPro” proprietary blend of protein, Ee ae 
vitamins and minerals, this great-tasting meal-replacement is just one of many products from EAS. 56) EA — 
Use what the pros use. For a free sample, go to eas.com or call 1.800.297.9776. (enter dept. 5804) rapa mgr 
LITHO IN USA ©2006 Abbott Laboratories 


continues to recover from a knee 


injury. Has thick legs and can 


maul defensive linemen. Blocks 


more with size than explosion. 


Has short arms and lacks an ideal 
hand punch and arm extension, 


Might lack the athleticism to p 
left tackle. Could be moved to 


DRAFIPREVIEW 


THIRD ROUND 

Rashad Butler 

Miami, 6-45, 293, 5.30 

A thin, long-armed blocker who 

would fit best in a zone-blocking 
scheme. Athletic with good 
footwork. Can match up with 
speed rushers. Must improve 


lay 


guard. bulk and strength. 
DAY 2 PROSPECTS 
11. AGuy Whimper East Carolina 
SLEEPER 12. Joe Toledo Washington 
PAUL 13. APaul McQuistan Weber State 
McQUISTAN. 14. Jeromey Clary Kansas State 
He was a 15. Zach Strief Northwestern 
productive 16. E.J. Whitley Texas Tech 
starter for the 17. Terrance Pennington New Mexico 
better part of 18. Derek Morris* N.C. State 
fouryearsand = 49, Brad Butler Virginia 
looked good in 20. Quinn Ojinnaka Syracuse 
postseason 21. Dennis Roland Georgia 
all-star games. 22. Albert Toeaina Tennessee 
POSITION 
STRENGTH 


You won’t 
catch Lutui 
cursing his 
thick lower 

body—it’s the 
source of his 
strength. 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


36 . SPORTING NEWS . 4/28/06 


with Davin Joseph 
The part of my game that will need the 


most work in the NFL: Pass pro. We did a lot 
' of pass pro, but most teams in the NFL will 
pass more than we did at Oklahoma. 

The NFL player | am most like: A guy | used 


to watch and try to mimic is Ruben Brown, Pro 
Bowler. Really good athlete. Heck of a player. 
I've tried to act like him, but | don’t know if! 
do it as well as he does. 


I’m better than most guards because: | have 
the total package—power, speed, smarts, instinct. 
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Gpenatien Scott 
lexas, 6-6, 322, 5.32 

Is athletic with a lot of ability 
but doesn’t always show it. Lacks 
explosiveness but can wall off 
defenders. Shows the footwork to 
mirror and slide with pass 
rushers. Struggles against speed 
rushers. Must improve strength 
and killer instinct. 


THING ELSE™ 


1 Andrew Whitworth 

LSU, 6-7, 334, 5.15 
Lacks quickness and doesn’t 
have explosiveness as a run 
blocker. Handles power rushers 
well but struggles some with 
speed. Unlikely to improve much. 
Might be able to play on the left 
side. 


A converted defensive lineman and tight end. Raw but very athletic with many physical attributes. 

A former tight end who moved to tackle as a senior. Needs a lot of technique work. 

An effective in-line mauler who handles power rushers well. Will play right tackle or guard. 

A tall, long-armed blocker with decent athleticism. Lacks lower-body strength and is a finesse run blocker. 
Wins battles in tight spaces with his huge mass and strength but has athletic limitations. Strictly a right tackle. 
Has played every position on the line and could be a versatile backup. 

Athletic but sometimes overextends his arms and gets off-balance. Must improve strength. 

A big right tackle prospect who relies on bulk and strength. Suspect against edge rushers. 

Decent in pass protection but lacks great quickness. A functional developmental player. 

Plays well in spurts but can be inconsistent. A finesse blocker who doesn’t knock defenders off the ball. 

A former basketball player who might be too tall (6-9) in terms of leverage and coordination. 

Will knock defenders backward and engulf defensive linemen but isn’t very light on his feet. 


FIRST ROUND 

ATaitusi Lutui 

USC, 6-34, 334, 5.30 

A powerful blocker who plays 
with a great base. Derives 
strength from his thick lower 
body. Can maul defenders and 
drive them backward. Shows 
strong hands and pretty quick 
footwork. Played tackle in junior 
college before transferring to 


USC in '04. Moved to guard in 05. 


SECOND ROUND 

Davin Joseph 

Oklahoma, 6-2%, 311, 5.09 

Played left tackle in college 

but is built more like a guard. 
Smart, nasty and tough. Picks up 
stunts and blitzes well. Uses 
hands well. Maintains separation 
from defenders. Can run-block 
and pass protect equally well. 
Has long arms and big hands. 
Doesn’t bend well at the knees. 


Rob Sims 
Ohio State, 6-294, 307, 5.25 
Can move and pull. Athletic 

and physical. Shows the 
quickness to recover from false 
steps. Was a four-year starter in 
college. Has experience at left 
tackle. Loses balance at times. 
Could improve strength. 


Max Jean-Gilles 
Georgia, 6-394, 343, 5.48 
A massive blocker who is 

strictly an inside player. If he 
gets his hands on a pass rusher, 
it’s over. A mauler who shows 
great power. Defenders can’t go 
through him. A lumbering athlete 
who can’t pull. Gets beat by 
quick inside pass rushers. Has 
weight issues. Won't fit many 
offensive systems. 


THIRD ROUND 

Charles Spencer 

Pitt, 6-454, 352, 5.28 

A huge player who is 

unusually light on his feet. Strong 
and tough. Has a nasty streak 
and finishes blocks. Shows 
strong hands and a good punch. 
Not as polished as he needs to 
be. Struggles to control his 
weight. 


Isaac Sowells 
Indiana, 6-34, 324, 5.15 
Showed great improvement 

late in his senior season. Has 
long arms and a solid hand 
punch. A solid athlete who can 
pass protect. Must be more 
aggressive as a run blocker. 
Lacks lateral quickness. Might be 
able to shift to tackle. 


*Nota senior {40-yard dash time AStock rising ‘WStock declining 


DAY 2 PROSPECTS 


7. Mark Setterstrom Minnesota A powerful blocker who is better in tight spaces. Struggles against quick, fast pass rushers. 


8. Fred Matua* USC Has a good hand punch and can drive defenders. A little undersized. Can play center. 
9. Kevin Boothe Cornell Aggressive and finishes blocks. Shows somewhat slow footwork. Durability is a concern. 
10. Tony Tella Miami _ A tough, powerful blocker who is better in the running game than in pass protection. 
11. WTroy Reddick Auburn A big, tough mauler who handles bull rushers well but struggles against speed guys. 
12. Chris Kuper North Dakota Shows quick footwork and has long arms. Has some experience at tackle and could be a reserve swingman. 
13. Robin Meadow Washington _A versatile lineman who could be a backup at guard or tackle. Must improve strength. 
14, Adam Stenavich Michigan _A smart technician who knows angles. Could be a good reserve and play more than one position. 
15. Jahri Evans Bloomsburg A developmental player with good size. Adequate in pass protection but must be more aggressive. 
16. Dan Stevenson Notre Dame Shows strong hands and good footwork but lacks the speed to reach the second level. - ia 
17. Will Allen Texas A better run blocker than pass blocker. Shows slow footwork. 
18. Donald Penn Utah State A good athlete who must improve strength and be more physical. Could be a swingman. 
19. Cody Douglas Tennessee A smart technician with good short-area strength. Has some durability issues. 
20. Nate Livings LSU Has good size and strength. Could be versatile enough to back up all the line spots. 
21. Tony Palmer Missouri A big, thick blocker who can drive defenders off the line but lacks quick footwork. 


22. Lequalan McDonald Baylor Shows decent footwork and can overwhelm defenders physically but is inconsistent. 


FIRST ROUND THIRD ROUND 
Nick Mangold AChris Chester 
Ohio State, 6-35,300, 5.05 Oklahoma, 6-3%, 303, 4.88 
A scrappy, tough blocker who uses good A former tight end who has more potential than 
technique. Gets low and plays with leverage. Can production. Lacks experience; has only three starts 
deal with power. Changes direction nicely. Has at center and nine as an offensive lineman. Shows 
POSITION C strong hands and uses them well. Misses some excellent quickness, good footwork and 
STRENGTH = blocks in the open field. Not a great athlete but is athleticism. Bends well. Plays smart and picks up 
good enough. Can play guard. things quickly. Could play guard but lacks ideal size 
for that position. Shows only average strength. 
DAY 2 PROSPECTS 
3. Ryan Cook New Mexico Uses hands well but must improve strength. Can play all five line spots. 
4. Greg Eslinger Minnesota Moves well and takes good angles to blocks but lacks strength and gets knocked around. 
5. Marvin Philip California Smallish with average strength and athleticism. Holds up OK in tight spaces. 
6. Patrick Ross Boston College A steady player who goes all-out. An overachiever who shows good toughness. 
7. Jason Spitz Louisville Shows more strength in the weight room than on the field but is strong enough. Uses hands well. 


8. Will Montgomery Virginia Tech Good in-line blocker. Shows good initial quickness and can mirror and slide with pass rushers. 

9. Chris Morris Michigan State _ Picks up stunts and blitzes well. Lacks explosiveness and loses balance at times. J 
10. Donovan Raiola Wisconsin Shows average agility and strength. Not as highly regarded as his brother, Lions center Dominic Raiola. 
11. Mike Degory Florida A decent pass blocker who uses hands well to redirect pass rushers but lacks functional strength. 


apSHOT 

SNAN» | Nick Mangold 
The part of my game that will need 
the most work in the NFL: | think it’s 
a whole new step in the mental part of 
the game. 
My opponents would say this is the 
best thing I do: People are always 
yelling at me because | hold'too much. 
But | haven't gotten caught many times 
yet, so I’m either lucky or I've gotten 
pretty good at it. 
Best way to get into an opponent’s 
head: One of the biggest things is 
staying on the guy. A lot of people hate 
it when, even when the play’s over, 
you're still right there in their back 


pocket. Get inside No. 5 
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Mario Williams* 

N.C. State, 6-61, 292, 4.66 

A huge, explosive pass rusher 
who can be physically dominant. 
Can shed blocks and make plays 
against the run. Has a good feel 
for where the quarterback is. Can 
slide inside on passing downs. 
Doesn't always play hard and 
wore down in some games. 
Doesn't always read the play 
correctly. Must develop counter 
moves and an inside rush. 
Technique needs work. Doesn't 
know how to split a double-team. 
Has straight-line speed. 


Darryl Tapp 
Virginia Tech, 6-15, 256, 4.81 
Has a thick lower body and can 

generate the strength to drive a 
tackle backward. A good run 
defender who finds the ball, 
disengages well and is a 
sure-handed tackler. Deploys a 
variety of pass-rush moves. Works 
his way across the line to make 
plays. Smells blood when he’s 
near the quarterback. Plays hard 
consistently and is productive. 


SNAPSHOT 


with Mario Williams 
The biggest challenge about the transition 
to the NFL: Adapting to the schemes and the 
speed of the game. I've got to get faster and 


quicker. 


I’m better than most defensive ends 


Tapp has the moves, strength 
and work ethic to sniff out 
quarterbacks and chase down 
running backs. 


38. 


because: I’m a smart player. | have the moves 
and the little schemes to get around all 
different types of blocks. 

The NFL player I’m most like: Julius 
Peppers. We're both from North Carolina; we're 
both about the same size. | look at our play as 
being pretty similar. 

The player | can’t wait to face off against: 
Oh, man—Reggie Bush! | definitely want to 
play him one day. 
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Kamerion Wimbley 
Florida State, 6-3%%, 248, 4.61 
Undersized but has everything 
else teams seek. Explosive, 
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athletic and relentless. 
Creates space by colliding 
and bursting. Can power 
rush and has some outside 
speed. Knows how to cut 
back inside. Not a great 
run defender but isn’t 

bad. Also could be 
considered at outside 
linebacker in a 344. 


Tamba Hali 

Penn State, 6-2%, 
263, 4.86 

A crafty, determined 

pass rusher who relies on 
quickness and his ability to 
redirect. Plays with 
strength and leverage. 
Intensity may be his best 
trait. Not a speed rusher. 
Gets hung up on blocks at 
times and can be 
overpowered. Sometimes 
gets pushed around 
against the run. Disappears 
in some games. 


Mathias Kiwanuka 

Boston College, 6-5%, 
261, 4.70 

Has a huge wingspan 

and a slithery style 
befitting of a basketball 
player, which he used 
to be. Can run and is 
athletic. Has some burst. Uses his 
hands well. Doesn't get good 
leverage and struggles against the 
run. Probably isn’t sudden 
enough to play outside linebacker 
in a 3-4. Lacks ideal foot 
quickness and needs technique 
work. 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


Elvis Dumervil 
Louisville, 5-11%, 257, 4.75 
A little guy who makes big 

plays. Long arms help offset his 
lack of height. A sack artist who 
has a great feel for rushing the 
passer. Gets around blockers by 
getting under their pads. Has 
a good countermove inside. 
Twists and turns his body to get 
through the cracks. Has a burst 
to finish the play. Strong for his 
size. Gets engulfed against 
the run at times. Has been 


10. Put these Cowboys legends in the order of the year they were drafted (chronologically): Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith and Michael Irvin. 
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compared to Dwight Freeney, 
but Freeney is more explosive 
and Dumervil is craftier. A 
boom-or-bust guy. 


AManny Lawson 
N.C. State, 6-5, 238, 4.43 
A long-limbed speed rusher who 

is a finesse player. Can cut back 
inside. Uses an array of moves. 
Gets surprising leverage given his 
build. A bit gangly and struggles to 
redirect. Takes off some plays. Can 
get bulled against the run. Also 


12. WVictor Adeyanju Indiana 


being considered as an outside 
linebacker and a situational rusher. 


Parys Haralson 
Tennessee, 6-094, 248, 4.70 
An undersized pass rusher with 

a nice burst. Can vary his 
pass-rush moves. Decent against 
the run considering his size. Some 
consider him an outside linebacker 
prospect, but his ability to drop 
into coverage is in question. Might 
be a situational player. 


roots) LD EVERVEERS 


LIKE NOTHING ELSE“ 


Mark Anderson 
Alabama, 6-4/4, 255, 4.61 
A solid pass rusher who can 

get to the quarterback a number 
of ways. Quick off the snap and 
has some outside speed. Uses a 
good swim move. Can cut back 
inside. Isn't big or stout. Gets 
knocked around against the run. 


Rob Ninkovich 
Purdue, 6-254, 255, 4.79 
Has an array of moves: club, rip 
and spin. Not explosive but wins 
with effort. Doesn’t play the run 


| 


well. A ’tweener who might be too 
small for end and not athletic 
enough for linebacker. Could be a 
situational pass rusher. 


Frostee Rucker 
USC, 6-34, 261, 4.80 
A penetrator with a nice burst. 

Rushes with urgency and has a 
feel for getting to the 
quarterback. Tackles well. 
Doesn't have great speed. Gets 
pushed around a bit in the 
running game. Can improve by 
getting stronger. 


A big man who doesn't have great athleticism or speed but has some pass-rush ability. 


JASON HATCHER. - : } 
He's rough 13. Julian Jenkins Stanford Anchors effectively vs. the run. Could be a 3-4 end or a 4-3 end who slides to DT on nickel downs. 
around the edges, 14. Ray Edwards* Purdue One of the better speed rushers in the draft, but scouts wonder whether he’s competitive enough. 
but Hatcher has 15. AChris Gocong Cal Poly Explosive, intense and disruptive. Small for an end but could be a 3-4 outside linebacker. 
the size and 16. Jason Hatcher Grambling State _Big and athletic and has a closing burst. Must refine technique. A work in progress. 
athleticism teams 17. James Wyche Syracuse Uses long arms and a variety of pass-rush moves. Not real physical. Doesn't change direction well. 
look for. 18. Jeremy Mincey Florida Can shoot gaps and is good in pursuit. Run defense is not his strong suit. 

19. Charles Bennett Clemson Not a natural pass rusher but gets in position to make plays. Lacks ideal strength against the run. 

Haloti Ngata* 


Oregon, 6-444, 338, 5.13 

Has rare power and can toss 
aside blockers. Can collapse the 
pocket. Blockers can’t budge him. 
Hits ballcarriers like a ton of bricks. 
Must be in a two-gap scheme or play 
nose tackle in a 3-4. Weight could be 
an issue. Needs to use his hands 
better. Doesn’t always read as 
quickly as he should. Doesn’t offer 
much as a pass rusher; his main 
value is on first and second down. 


Ngata is more than just a 
cool name; he’s a run-stuffer 
with great size and 

unusual power. 
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11. Johnny Unitas was a ninth-round draft pick of what team in 1955? 


*Not a senior +40-yard dash time AStock rising 


JOHN MILLER / AP 


Stock declining 


Brodrick Bunkley 
Florida State, 6-254, 304, 4.91 
Quick off the snap and disruptive. 

Has some pass-rush ability plus power. 
Has power in his hands. Shows 
athleticism and can redirect well. Can 
squeeze through double-teams. Has 
good playing strength for his size. A 
better fit ina one-gap scheme. 


SECOND ROUND 
‘V Claude Wroten 
LSU, 6-2, 302, 5.09 
An effective one-gap tackle who 
comes off blocks well. Can penetrate to 
make plays in the backfield. Has a nice 
array of moves and knows how to use 
his hands. Has a great first step. 
Doesn’t have great anchoring ability. 
Teams have concerns about his 
character, but he is the most gifted 
gap-shooting tackle in this draft. 


AjJohn McCargo* 
N.C. State, 6-1, 305, 5.11 
Tough player who gets overlooked 

because he came out early and missed 
five games with a broken foot last 
season. Has the quickness and power 
to be disruptive. Changes directions 
and moves well laterally. Effective 
against both the run and pass. Has 
some pass-rush moves. 


Ss 


HOT 

with Rodrique Wright 
My favorite moment as a college player: Stopping USC on 
fourth-and-2 in the second half of the Rose Bowl—the dramatic 
measurement, them not getting it, the stadium going wild and, 
obviously, winning the game. 
My favorite play: The spin move. It’s a good, athletic move, and 
it always seems to work. 
My opponents would say this is the best thing I do: | hold 
the point and don’t get knocked back, but when it’s 
third-and-long, it's time to tee it up and get upfield. 


Wright has all the 
tools, so what’s the 
blem? His effort 
folighness, for 
starters. 


Rodrique Wright 

Texas, 6-54, 300, 5.08 

Has nice athleticism, size, strength and 
range but doesn’t always show it all. An 
underachiever who has been 
inconsistent. Plays too upright and can 
get pushed around. Doesn’t fight through 
blocks, but can tackle well. Scouts 
question his toughness and desire. 


Orien Harris 

Miami, 6-344, 301, 5.27 

Quick with some pass-rush savvy. 
Effective on the move. Stunts well. Shows 
a nice first step. Athletic and strong. 
Plays the run well. More solid than flashy. 


THIRD ROUND 
Kyle Williams 
LSU, 6-134, 299, 4.99 
A decisive and instinctive 
overachiever with great awareness. 
Sniffs out reverses and screens. Has 
some pass-rush skills, quickness and 
power. Holds up against double-teams. 
Works best in a one-gap scheme. Doesn't 
offer much speed. 


Jesse Mahelona 
Tennessee, 6-0%, 310, 5.34 
A disruptive defender who would fit 
well in an upfield scheme. Shows some 
initial explosion and pass-rush ability. 
Agile and has good range. Gets knocked 
around some and is on the ground 


Gabe Watson often. Plays a little like the Bucs’ 
Michigan, 6-342, 336, 5.27 Anthony McFarland. 
Huge underachiever can flash 
Pro Bowl-caliber talent on one series, Le Kevin Smith 


then disappear the rest of the game. 
Has a great combination of strength 
and quickness. Excels in short-yardage 
situations. Stout at the point of attack. 
More of a run plugger than a pass 
rusher. Could be a fantastic nose tackle 
if he puts his mind to it. 


DAY 2 PROSPECTS 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


Nebraska, 6-2’, 316, 4.97 
Shows quickness, athleticism and 
acceleration getting upfield. Uses hands 
well. Has some nastiness. Neither 
explosive nor agile. Can develop as a 
pass rusher. Would be a good fit ina 
one-gap scheme. 


11. Babatunde Oshinowo Stanford an T 5 I two-g 
12. Montavious Stanley Louisville _A disruptive defender with decent athleticism. Can play both the run and the pass. 
13. Dusty Dvoracek Oklahoma Shows good instincts and outthinks opponents but is a limited, straight-line athlete. 

14. Barry Cofleld Northwestern  _Plays with an end’s mentality, but his skills are better suited for tackle. Could be a swingman. 
15. Johnny Jolly Texas A&M : Athletic and strong but doesn't always show it. Can penetrate and pursue sideline to sideline. 

16. Tony McDaniel* Tennessee More of a finesse rusher than a power rusher. Has had limited production but has room to develop. _ 
17. Marcus Green Ohio State — Can split double-teams and chase down ballcarriers but plays a bit soft at the point of attack. 

18. Jonathan Lewis VirginiaTech Provides a little pass rush buts better suited for a read-and-react system. = 
19. Melvin Oliver LSU : An end/tackle ‘tweener whose best spot might be as a 3-4 end. “ be 
20. Domata Peko Michigan State Strictly a run stuffer who offers little inthe way ofapassrush. = 
21. Sir Henry Anderson Oregon State Shows pop at the point of attack. Better at occupying blockers than making plays. 

22. Kedric Golston Georgia = Raw player with some nice athleticism. Can slip blockers and chase laterally. == 
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Works better as a run defender than a pass rusher. Probably better equipped for a two-gap scheme. — 


it al 


reo” ELD EVES 


LIKE NOTHING ELSE” 
HOT 
SNAPS with Chad Greenway 
I’m better than most outside linebackers 
because: | can cover like a defensive back, 
whether I’m dropping into coverage or playing on 
the line. 
My greatest motivation in college: When the 


SportinG News called me the most overrated 
A player in the Big Ten in its preview yearbook 

before the 2004 season. It’s going to take a 

lot of coaxing for me to buy another SportiING 

News (laughs). 

The part of my game that will need the most 

work in the NFL: Using my hands to get off the 


A.J. Hawk bigger tackles and guards. 
Ohio State, 6-1, 248, 4.42 


A hard-hitting defender who's 
physical and intimidating. Excels at 
taking on and coming off blocks. Sniffs 
out screen passes. Doesn’t overplay or 
overpursue. Trusts schemes. Covers 
plenty of ground with good speed. Has 
great body control. Shines as a blitzer. 
Factors in on almost every play. Lacks 
only ideal height. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Chad Greenway 
lowa, 6-254, 240, 4.58 
Big, physical and fast with a good 

burst. Rangy and shows some coverage 
skills. Generates good power as a tackler 
but tends to be inconsistent. A bit slow 
to read, react and get moving. Has better 
long speed than short-area quickness. 
Tends to get caught up in traffic. 


Ernie Sims* 
Florida State, 5-114, 234, 4.48 
A big, fast, explosive hitter who covers 

ground quickly. Has a nice closing burst. 
Can dodge blockers but sometimes gets 
hung up when they reach him. A bit 
undisciplined at times. Must learn better 
blitz technique. Has some medical issues 
and off-field baggage. Short for the 
position. 


Bobby Carpenter 
Ohio State, 6-2'2, 256, 4.66 
A physical defender who shows a 

burst to the ball. Has good size, speed 
and instincts. Knows how to blitz. 
Anticipates plays well. Wards off blockers 
with strong hands. Defends the run well. 
Also can cover and rush the passer. Gets 
high-strung and sometimes loses focus. 


ARocky Mcintosh 
Miami, 6-2, 237, 4.63 
A solid tackler who hits hard and 


13. Name the first pick in NFL draft history. 


42. . 4/28/06 *Not a senior +40-yard dash time AStock rising WStock declining 


wraps up well. Comes off blocks 
nicely. Shows the athleticism and 
quickness to cover backs and 
tight ends. Has experience at all 
three linebacker positions and 
probably can play any of them in 
the NFL. 


Thomas Howard 
UTEP 6-3'%, 239, 4.42 
Big and explosive. Consistently 
blows up ballcarriers. Reacts 


Av ¢ 


TERNA NANDE. He 
has the athleticism, 
speed and strength 
of an elite 
prospect. If he can 
just put it all 
together on the 
field, he could 
blossom in the NFL. 


” 


Hawk doesn’t : 


have ideal 
height, but he 

_ does everything 
4 else right. 


10. Keith Ellison Oregon State 
11. James Anderson Virginia Tech 
12. Travis Williams Auburn 

13. WA.J. Nicholson Florida State 
14. Brandon Johnson Louisville 
15. Omar Gaither Tennessee 

16. Anthony Trucks Oregon 

17. Terna Nande Miami (Ohio) 
18. Clint Ingram Oklahoma 

19. Bryan Copeland Arizona 

20. Jamar Williams Arizona State 
21. Will Derting Washington State 


quickly but doesn’t always read 
plays correctly. His best assets 
are athleticism and speed. Has 
trouble taking on blockers. Shows 
some good pass-rush skills. Best 
suited for the strong side. 


DeMeco Ryans 

Alabama, 6-1%, 236, 4.65 

Shows good body control and 
agility. Runs around plays, so he 
needs to be in the right scheme. 


FIRST ROUND 
Abdul Hodge 
lowa, 6-034, 233, 4.66+ 


Considered too short by some scouts, but so 


Plays aggressively and intensely. 
Adept at blitzing but not a 
physical tackler. Tends to miss 
tackles. Sometimes gets bounced 
around by blockers. 


© Alon Alston 
Stanford, 6-032, 227, 4.40 
A solid weakside prospect who 


has good speed and instincts. 
Knows how to cover and rush the 


passer. Shows some striking 
ability. Doesn’t handle blockers 
well and struggles to disengage. 


ABrian Iwuh 
Colorado, 5-11%4, 228, 4.65 
Runs well for an explosive 
hitter. Shows the athleticism to 
cover. Played better as a junior 
than in 2005. Has good special 


teams ability. Lacks ideal height. 


Might need to move to safety. 


A tough defender who delivers a blow. Can cover tight ends but lacks ideal speed. 

Makes plays all over the field. A solid tackler but packs little punch. 

Reads plays and covers ground quickly. Excels against inside runs but isn’t a huge hitter. 
Instinctive defender who makes plenty of plays. Packs power on tackles but misses some. 
Makes plays sideline to sideline. Has the speed to cover but isn’t real physical. 

Operates well when allowed to run free. Tough but can get driven back by blocks, 

Tough and aggressive with decent speed. Excels at blitzing. Has trouble shedding blocks. 
Makes up for lack of ideal size with athleticism and speed. Delivers big hits. 

Has straight-line speed, coverage skills and good size. Lacks ideal change-of-direction skills. 
End/tackle 'tweener is best suited to play outside in a 3-4. Could be a situational pass rusher. 
Plays the pass well and has a knack for blitzing and intercepting passes. 

A tough player who makes his mark by playing hard, but he’s a limited athlete, 


were Mike Singletary and Sam Mills. An 
instinctive player who always is around the ball 
and makes a ton of plays. Hits with force. Better 
against the run. Doesn’t have the speed to run 
with fast tight ends or the change-of-direction 
skills to keep up with shifty backs. Worst-case 
scenario: He'll excel as a two-down player. 


> U RUUIND 
D’Qwell Jackson 
Maryland, 6-044, 230, 4.70 
A tackling machine who is solid but not 

explosive. Takes good angles. Has a knack for 
getting through traffic. Doesn’t get caught out of 
position. Has a good feel for how to blitz. Can 
drop back in coverage but doesn’t have elite 
speed. Also can play the weak side. 


AUGUST MILLER / TSN ARCHIVES 


Hodge has the instincts—and big-hitting ability— 
to compensate for his lack of size and elite speed. 


MICHAEL McNAMARA / TSN 


14, How many players were selected before LaDainian Tomlinson in the 2001 draft? Answers on page 60 
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snapshot 


ith D’?Qwell Jackson 


When people say I’m too short, I say: Being smaller works to my advantage 
against taller linemen because I’m able to get under their pads and get off blocks. 
My opponents would say this is the best thing 1 do: I'm not a one-dimensional 
player. | can take on blocks, but | also have the quickness to get to the ball. 

The NFL player | am most like: A lot of people compare me to Jonathan Vilma. We 
have the same build. He can shed blocks and run around blocks. He's a smaller guy, 
so guys like us can't afford to make a false step. 


FREDDIE 
KEIAHO. A 
former running 
back, he didn’t 


3. Spencer Havner UCLA 
become a V 
starter at 4. ATim Dobbins lowa State 
linebacker until 


the '05 season. 


His hard hitting 7. Leon Williams Miami 


8. Kai Parham” Virginia 


CLs 9. Stephen Tulloch* N.C. State 
: 10. Anthony Schlegel Ohio State 

makes him a 7 

legitimate 11. Tim McGarigle Northwestern 

piospect. 12. Freddy Keiaho San Diego St. 


rotor PALME VERE 


LIKE NOTHING ELSE~ 


Lacks great athleticism and speed but makes plays. Has trouble tackling in the open field. 
A tough run stuffer who is strong at the point of attack but can be exploited in the open field. 


5. ADale Robinson Arizona State A bit of a 'tweener; lacks the strength to play inside and isn’t quite athletic enough to play the weak side. 
6. Gerris Wilkinson Georgia Tech Reads plays and gets to holes before blockers can get to him. Plays best when on the move. 


A big athlete with speed and explosiveness who could excel as a special teams performer. 

A physical player who works best in the box. Probably won't contribute much on passing downs. 
Most effective in the open field. Has difficulty disengaging from blockers. 

Makes up for his lack of speed by taking good angles to ballcarriers. 

A solid tackler who works best when big linemen take on blockers in front of him. 

An undersized defender who sometimes gets engulfed, but he has some pop. 


Cromartie has 
Deion Sanders-type 
athleticism but 
only about as 
much experience 
at corner as 
Colonel Sanders. 


= 
77) 
Fe 
a 
2 
ir 
= 
or 
S 
So 
Ea 
> 
a 
t=] 
a 


AJohnathan Joseph* 

South Carolina, 5-11, 189, 4.31+ 

Physical player who gets a good 
jam. Is willing and able to support 
vs. the run. Can play man coverage 
and has a feel for zone. Plays 
aggressively and doesn’t worry 
about getting beat. Has limited 
experience. 


Jimmy Williams 
Virginia Tech, 6-24, 216, 4.41 
Big, gifted athlete with 

man-to-man ability. Can turn and 
run with receivers. Has recovery 
speed and change-of-direction 
ability. Gives up some big plays 
because he guesses a little too 
much. Sometimes loses focus and 
plays undisciplined. Would be best 
in a cover 2 scheme. Scouts have 
concerns about his attitude, but 
he appears to have matured. 


AAntonio Cromartie* 
Florida State, 6-244, 203, 4.37 
Sat out the '05 season (torn 

ACL) and started only one game at 
corner in his college career but 
has size, speed and athleticism 
reminiscent of Deion Sanders. Has 
long arms. An explosive tackler. 
Plays high, and his backpedal is 
ragged. Somewhat of an unknown. 


15. True or false: Steve McNair is one of 54 current and former players drafted from Alcorn State. 


44. . 4/28/06 
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DAVID DUROCHIK FORTSN 


Cael 


Youboty’s skills would be easier to judge if opponents hadn’t avoided him. 


Ashton Youboty* 
Ohio State, 5-115, 189, 4.43 

A big corner with speed and 
ball skills. Has man-to-man ability. 
Doesn't have great closing burst. 
A somewhat sloppy tackler but 
doesn’t lack toughness. Didn’t 
have many balls thrown his way, 
so he’s not the easiest player to 
evaluate. 


Tye Hill 
Clemson, 5-9°%, 185, 4.30 
Smaller corner whose long 

arms compensate for his lack of 
height. Has solid cover skills and 
explosive speed. Can chase down 
receivers from behind. Has 
acceleration, burst and 
quickness. Hits well for his size 


DION BYRUM. 
He has played 
well against the 
more talented 
receivers he 
has faced and 
the talent is 
there, but his 
man-to-man 
skills are still 
somewhat of 
an unknown. 


13. 


12. Charles Gordon* Kansas 
Dee Webb* Florida 

14. DeMario Minter Georgia 

15. Tim Jennings Georgia 

16. Dion Byrum Ohio 

17. Marcus Maxey Miami 

18. WAnwar Phillips Penn State 
19. Will Blackmon Boston College 
20. Darrell Hunter Miami (Ohio) 
21. Gerrick McPhearson Maryland 
22. Derrick Martin* Wyoming 
23. Justin Wyatt USC 

24. Josh Lay Pittsburgh 

25. Marcus Hudson N.C. State 
26. Chris Hawkins Marshall 

27. Jovon Johnson lowa 


om 


but can get run over in run 
support. Lacks great ball skills. 


Kelly Jennings 
Miami, 5-10’, 178, 4.39 
Has good cover skills and the 

ability to play man-to-man 
coverage. Quick and fast. Can 
track the ball and go get it. Plays 
bigger than his size in run 
support. Not real physical. 


Richard Marshall* 

Fresno State, 5-114, 189, 4.42 

A quick-footed player with 
good size and speed. Shows a 
smooth backpedal. Still refining 
his techniques. Could be more 
physical. Played hurt last year 
and could have benefited from 
another year in college. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Cedric Griffin 
Texas, 6-0%, 202, 4.51 
A big aggressive player who 

gets a nice break on the ball. Good 
at press coverage and has cover 2 
capabilities. A solid tackler who 
will rock the ballcarrier. Could 
have problems in man coverage 
against quicker receivers. 


Alan Zemaitis 
Penn State, 6-144, 196, 4.56 
A big corner who is difficult to 

evaluate on tape because he rarely 
had a ball thrown his way. Doesn't 
backpedal; plays from a side 
shuffle. Not much of a hitter, and 
scouts question his toughness. 
Plays with good awareness. Has a 
burst to finish plays. 


David Pittman 

Northwestern State, 
5-11%, 181, 4.44 

A thin corner but capable of 

playing press coverage. Feisty 
and quick, with good feet. 
Athletic enough to turn and run 
and redirect himself. Doesn't 
appear comfortable in zone 
coverage. Didn’t face top 
competition in college. 


Danieal Manning* 

Abilene Christian, 
5-10%, 202, 4.46 

A safety/corner 'tweener who 

is athletic and plays with 
suddenness. Has the speed to 
recover. A good blitzer. Has good 
awareness and ball instincts. 
Played against a lower level of 
competition. 


16. This quarterback was selected first overall by Tampa Bay in the 1984 USFL dispersal draft. 


wapshot 
s with Tye Hill 


I'm better than most 
cornerbacks because: What 
makes me stand out is my 
speed. The combination of 
speed and technique—that’s 
what gives me so much room 


for error. 


The NFL player | am most 
like: Dunta Robinson. He's a 
small guy, and he packs a 
heavy punch when he hits you. | 
think I'm the same way when | 
come up. Actually, I’m a 
combination of Robinson and 
Terence Newman. Newman is a 
fast corner, and he's a good 


athlete. 


The kind of defense I fit best 
in: | love man-to-man. You're all 
alone, and for me, | think that 
makes me better. Because | 
know if | screw up, that’s six 


points. 


4/28/06 . 


Multipurpose player—can also be a receiver and returner—who is athletic with quick feet. 
Physical corner who can press and use speed to make big plays but can lose focus. 
Can play man or zone and likes to tackle, but his ability to read offenses is questionable. 
Feisty, competitive and unafraid to make a mistake. Would be an excellent nickel corner. 
Has good ball skills and can get interceptions but doesn’t play as fast as his timed speed. 
Can play man but lacks awareness in zone coverage. Good tackler with value in run support. 
Athletic with good feet and ball skills. Off-field issues have dropped his stock. 

Can run and has size but doesn’t always play fast. Not real physical or instinctive. 
Has a good build for the position and runs well but lacks instincts and awareness. 
Has outstanding speed and cover skills but makes bad decisions and loses his composure. 

A pretty good athlete who also has played receiver. Hasn't shown great ability in man coverage. 
A small corner who lacks elite speed and gets beat downfield. Probably will be a nickel corner. 
Big enough to match up with tall receivers but isn’t physical and offers little in run support. 
Safety/corner 'tweener who is good in zone coverage. Might be best in a cover 2 scheme. 
Better in man than zone. An inconsistent tackler. Needs to improve his technique. 
A small corner who lacks top speed, but has ball skills and tackles well for his size. 


Answers on page 60 
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DRAFIPREVIEW 


POSITION 
STRENGTH C+ 


FIRST ROUND 

A Michael Huff 

Texas, 5-11%, 198, 4.34 

Teams are split on whether 
he’s a safety or a corner. Has the 
athleticism and size to be either. 
Turns his hips easily and shows 
good change-of-direction ability 
but would be best suited in a 
cover 2 scheme if he plays corner. 
Aggressive and covers a lot of 
territory. Can shut down a tight 
end. A solid tackler but not real 
explosive on contact. 


Jason Allen 
Tennessee, 6-0/4, 213, 4.39 
A safety/corner ’tweener 

whose draft stock is tied to the 
condition of his hip (dislocated 
during the ’05 season). Could be a 
safety on first and second down, 
then play corner on passing 
downs. Can run and jump. Closes 
well. Comfortable in zone or man. 
Has the size to match up with 
taller receivers. Bites on 


NAPSHOT 

$ with Michael Huff 
My college stats fail to say 
this about me: | lead by 
example. Whatever it took, 
whatever the team needed me 
to do, whether it was running 
down on a kickoff or blocking a 
punt, I'd go out there and do it. 
My opponents would say 
this is my best trait: Smart 
instincts. If | see a route during 
a game or on film, | store it 
away for the next time it 
comes. 
My friends would describe 
my personality as: Weird. I'm 
two completely different people 
on the field and off. I'm quiet 
on the field, then off the field 
I'm kind of annoying and 
always messing with people. 


play-action at times. A physical 
player who likes to tackle. 
Needs to be a little more 
aggressive. 


A Donte Whitner* 
Ohio State, 5-104, 204, 4.37 
A box safety who knows how 

to hit. Doesn't get caught out of 
position much, Reads the play 
well and gets a good jump on the 
ballcarrier. Not a great cover guy 
because he doesn’t have ideal 
quickness or change-of-direction 
skills. A little smaller than ideal 
for his position. 


Muff hits like a 
covers 
r. No wonder 


c 


SECOND ROUND 

A Daniel Bullocks 

Nebraska, 6-014, 212, 4.38 

One of the best safeties in the 

draft at covering tight ends. Gets 
his hands on a lot of balls. Willing 
to come downhill in run support. 
Doesn't tackle real well and 
misses some tackles. 


THIRD ROUND 
Bernard Pollard* 
Purdue, 6-15, 220, 4.57 
A big hitter who has size and 
runs well. Doesn’t make many 


plays on the ball. 
Has questionable 
coverage instincts. 
Good special 
teams player. Has 
been some talk of 
moving him to 
linebacker. Scouts 
are concerned 
about his 
attitude—and it 
could cost him on 
draft day. 


Darnell Bing* 
USC, 6-3%, 
225, 4.52 
Has explosive 
tackling ability but 
misses some 
3 tackles going for 
— the kill shot. Has 
2 good hands but 
© isn't real 
8 instinctive in 
coverage. 
Change-of-direction ability isn’t 
great. A bit of an underachiever. 
Could have benefited from 
returning for his senior season. 


Ko Simpson* 
South Carolina, 6-1, 203, 4.40 
Shows a lot of range. A willing 

and pretty sure tackler. A 
long-armed, lanky player who 
needs to improve his strength. 
Gets blocked too often and needs 
to read blocking schemes better. 
Needs to take better angles and 
be more aggressive. 


At his best close to the line, where he can be aggressive. An effective edge blitzer. 

Big hitter fills the inside run lanes well. Can play strong or free safety. 

A true center fielder who covers a lot of territory but has trouble with smaller, faster receivers. 

A willing hitter who is intense and aggressive. Lacks top instincts and can be exposed in coverage. 
A physical player who is good in run support and can deliver a blow. Lacks ideal speed. 

A knockout hitter but a poor tackler. Takes bad angles and doesn’t have catch-up speed. 

Big and athletic but a bit slow for a safety. Has enough speed to play linebacker. 

A smart, athletic safety but not a great hitter and tackles low. Also could be a cornerback. 

Has top instincts and good ball skills but just isn’t fast enough. Would be best at free safety. 

Big and physical safety will hit hard if he can line up a target. Runs fairly well but has poor ball skills. 
Hard hitter with good size but lacks athleticism and change-of-direction capability for coverage. 
Understands the game and puts himself in position to take away routes and make plays. Lacks size. 
Doesn't get out of position and takes away routes well but lacks catch-up speed. 

Former linebacker with good ball skills. Versatile enough to play in the box or at free safety. 


DAY 2 PROSPECTS 

8. Anthony Smith Syracuse 
SLEEPER 9. Roman Harper Alabama 
ANTWAN 10. Pat Watkins Florida State 
MARSH. It’s a 11. AJahmile Addae West Virginia 
from Pikeville 13. Dwayne Slay Texas Tech 
to the NFL, 14. Jarrad Page UCLA 
but Marsh 15. WCharlie Peprah Alabama 
has the 16. Reed Doughty Northern Colorado 
potential to 17. Greg Blue Georgia 
develop, and 18. Nate Salley Ohio State 
safeties with 19. Calvin Lowry Penn State 
his size and 20. Darrell Brooks Arizona 
ability to hit 21. Vickiel Vaughn Arkansas 
are rare. 22. AAntwan Marsh Pikeville 


23. Dawan Landry Georgia Tech 
24. Willie Andrews Baylor 

25. Tyrone Culver Fresno State 
26. Eric Smith Michigan State 
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Big, powerful player who can close in a hurry but will face a huge transition in the NFL. 

A solid tackler who hits hard but lacks any special trait. Could be a good special teams contributor. 

Tries to be physical but isn’t big enough. Could be tried at cornerback and can be a special teams player. 
A quick safety who has instincts and goes all-out. Wasn't overly productive in college. 

A high-motor player with a good build for the position. Has had problems staying healthy. 


*Not a senior 40-yard dash time AStock rising ‘WStock declining 


The Texans would give Bush a 
taste of USC—he’d split time "~ 
at running back and be used 


Houston heavily in the passing game. 


7: The team already has filled its biggest holes this 
offseason, So now it can focus on drafting for talent, not need. So even 
though the Texans have a solid running back in Domanick Davis, they 
almost certainly will use the top overall pick on Southern California 

RB Reggie Bush. After that, it will look for offensive linemen who can keep 
QB David Carr upright and defensive ends and linebackers who will fit 

in the team’s new 4-3 scheme. The team also needs to improve its 

overall oe depth. 

TARG i: Bush will be used in a multitude of ways to try to throw off 
sees and will team with Davis to form a dynamic 1-2 running punch. 
Bush will line up all over and be used extensively as a receiver. The goal will 
be to get him in the open field as much as possible. The offense has been 
hindered in a major way by a porous line, and this draft is strong at tackle. 
The team could pick up a quality one early in the second round. Aubum’s 
Marcus McNeill, a strong run blocker who needs to improve his footwork, 
could slide to the team. But Miami's Eric Winston, who has had knee 
problems, is more likely to be available. He is extremely strong and can push 
around opponents. Winston has the versatility to move to guard—another 
area of need—if he struggles to keep up with pass rushers on the outside. 
The Texans are planning to convert OLBs Antwan Peek and Jason Babin to 
end, but look for them to also add a player with pass-rushing potential. 
Virginia Tech DE Darryl Tapp is intriguing and might be around in the third round. He's 
undersized (6-1, 257) but powerful and strong. Later in the draft, the Texans will search 
for the best linebackers available, whether they play in the middle or on the outside. A War Roon 
tight end with good receiving skills would be an asset for Carr. The team also could 
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JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Pos. School 


look for a third quarterback in one of the later rounds. —Megan Mantull 1 1 Reggie Bush RB USC 
sa icra ad cl stares 2 33 Eric Winston OT Miami 
Syottyiiers PRO FOOTBALL 365 Darry DE Virginia T 
For more player and team aie Be Vineinialiseh 
analysis, get your copy of TSN's Pro Football 366" Abdul Hodge EB tow 
Draft Guide at newsstands, by callin, A598 Dominique Byrd __TE USC 
, OY ig ; 
800-825-8508 or by ordering online at 6 170 Bruce Gradkowski _QB Toledo 
sportingnews.com/books/football. 7 251 William Kershaw OLB Maryland 
New Orleans 
/ ig aT Ve re 2 Le 
a SAINTS 2nd: Be pcse esi A 
208 LEVERONE / TN e& Var Room s ck draft 
ia or Z: The team has shown interest in all of the elite ‘id. Overall Name Pos. School 
1 prospects, and because it filled its most pressing needs 1 2_D'Brickashaw Ferguson OT Virginia 
through free-agent signings, it doesn’t have to be forced in a 234 Ashton Youboty CB Ohio State 
MB} certain direction. It’s very unlikely the Saints will draft USC 4 99 Ryan Cook C New Mexico 
/ 1] QB Matt Leinart after signing Drew Brees, but they are hoping 5 135 Dale Robinson ILB_ Arizona State 
‘B He covet Leinart enough to offer them a sweet deal. 6 171 Terna Nande OLB Miami (Ohio) 
| TARG 3: Virginia's D'Brickashaw Ferguson remains the 6 174 Paul Pinegar QB Fresno State 
wh most likely target, especially if the Saints think he can play 7210 Le Kevin Smith DT. Nebraska 
mh right tackle. They insist Jammal Brown is the long-term answer ff Ki Virsini h 
ra at left tackle after he spent his rookie season on the right side. 7 252 Jeff King TE irginia Tec 


Brown and Ferguson could be imposing bookends for years. 
The Saints, mostly by design, lost three starters from last year's 
disappointing offensive line and need to add talent there. In 
the first round, only Ferguson makes sense. In the second 
round, the team still could have a shot at some of the top 
linemen in the draft, such as Auburn OT Marcus MeNeill, 
Miami OT Eric Winston, Ohio State C Nick Mangold and 
Oklahoma G Davin Joseph. The Saints are stocked at defensive 
end, but N.C. State’s Mario Williams might be the best 
defensive player in the draft. The team is installing an 
aggressive, attacking defense, and more than any individual 
position, the most glaring need is a defensive player who can 
force opponents into mistakes. Not only is Ohio State OLB AJ. 
Hawk that type of player, but he also would address a position 
that has been a weakness for the past decade. The Saints’ 


TEAM NEEDS 


The draft's top left tackle, Ferguson could 
play on the right side for the Saints. 


18. This first-round draft pick had eight carries for zero yards in-his 1975 debut with the Bears. 


linebacker unit has undergone a makeover this offseason, and 
it might not be complete, even if Hawk is added. Right now, 
free-agent signees Scott Fujita and Anthony Simmons are 
projected to start outside, while Colby Bockwoldt is attempting 
to move from the weak side to the middle. Ohio State 

OLB Bobby Carpenter might be around in Round 2. The best 
inside linebackers in the draft, including lowa's Abdul Hodge 
and Maryland's D'Qwell Jackson, also could be available in the 
second round. Cornerback, defensive tackle and wide receiver 
all should be targeted sooner than later. At receiver, for 
instance, Joe Horn is 34 and Donte’ Stallworth is scheduled to 
be a free agent after the 2006 season. The Saints re-signed 
veteran return specialist Michael Lewis, but he is coming off of 
knee surgery, so they could be tempted to grab a punt returner 
on the second day. —Mike Triplett 


Answers on page 60 
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c LIKE NOTHING ELSE™ 
Tennessee 
h y 7 j 
I Z: The team will decide on a over Leinart and Young likely will continue until draft day. Rd. Overall N : Pos. Sc 
aaltstbaot from the big three of USC’s Matt RGETING: The Titans have depth at running back in 1 __3 Matt Leinart QB USC 
Leinart, Texas’ Vince Young and Vanderbilt's Jay Chris Brown and Travis Henry but would like to add a back 2 39 Kelly Jennings CB Miami 
Cutler. If the team lands Leinart, the most with more speed and shiftiness. One player they're 4 102 Jerome Harrison RB Washington St 
2 pro-ready quarterback in the draft, veteran interested in is LSU's Joseph Addai, who is fast and has 5 137 Troy Reddick OT Auburn 
a QB Steve McNair probably won't return. The good hands. He’s an option with the second-round pick. At 5 169 Brandon Williams WR Wisconsin 
=#——! team thinks Young needs seasoning and won't linebacker, the team is interested in Maryland's D’Qwell 6 172 Jahri Evans G Bloomsburg 
= = 5} take Cutler third overall. But the Titans might Jackson, who is physical at the point of attack but also good 7 215 Paul Carrington DE Central Florida 
LJ} consider trying to re-sign McNair and trading in coverage. In the later rounds, the Titans will look for 7 238 Charlie Peprah S$ Alabama 
1] down a few spots, picking up an extra selection rugged linebackers who can excel on special teams; = P - 
ja] and drafting Cutler. The Titans will take the best Oklahoma’s Clint Ingram is an example. They could add a 7 245 Tim McGarigle ILB_ Northwestern 
"| player available in the second-round because, guard, a position they're not satisfied with. The team likes 7 246 Marcus Demps _CB_ San Diego St. 
with no third-round choice, they need someone Georgia's Max Jean-Gilles because of his size and physical 
who can play right away. Some in the organization nature, but he might not be there early in Round 2. The Penn State's Anwar Phillips might be available on the 
"| are intrigued by Young because he reminds them team will address the defense, especially the secondary, in second day. They would add depth and fill a need at nickel 
=| of McNair as he began his career. The debate the middle rounds. Boston College's Will Blackmon and back. —Jim Wyatt 


New York 


AX \ 


BUZZ With nine total picks, including five in the top 97, the 
rebuilding Jets will look to stockpile players instead of trying to package 
picks so they can move up. They simply have too many holes. The team 
added four free-agent role players for the defense, so expect offense to be 
the focus, First-year G.M. Mike Tannenbaum never has coordinated a 
draft, but he doesn't have a tough act to follow—some of the team’s 
recent drafts have been lousy. 

3: The team has only three experienced offensive linemen, but 
the best long-term move is to select a quarterback. Chad Pennington, who 
is coming off shoulder surgery, and newcomer Patrick Ramsey basically are 
on one-year auditions. If the Jets decide to take a quarterback, their 
preference might be Vanderbilt's Jay Cutler. USC’s Matt Leinart is the most 
polished quarterback prospect, but there's concern about his arm strength. 
1] Texas’ Vince Young is a remarkable athlete, but there are questions about 
his delivery and lack of experience in a pro-style offense. Cutler might have 
"| the fewest holes. If fannenbaum and new coach Eric Mangini opt to play it 
=| safe, the pick could be Virginia LT D'Brickashaw Ferguson, who would be a 
shutdown pass protector and a starter from Day 1. And the defense-minded 
Mangini might have a hard time passing on N.C. State DE Mario Williams if 
4 he slips to fourth. Williams (6-644, 292) can play in the 3-4 scheme the Jets 

L are planning to use, and he has been compared to Richard Seymour, whom 
Mangini coached in New England. With the 29th pick, the team could take an offensive 
tackle such as Auburn's Marcus MeNeill or a center such as Ohio State’s Nick 
Mangold. If the team passes on a quarterback with its first pick, taking one in a later 
round is a strong possibility. A true nose tackle also is a big need; LSU's Kyle Williams 
could be a possibility in Round 3. Adding speed at receiver and running back also are 
priorities. —Rich Cimini 


The Jets need a War Room scouts’ mock draft 
quarterback, but aa, overall Name Pos. Scho 
Williams’ ability 1 4 Mario Williams DE N.C. State 
to play end ina 1 29 Marcus McNeill OT Auburn 


3-4 might make = 2 35 Davin Joseph G Oklahoma 
him too tempting 3 71 Charlie Whitehurst QB Clemson 
% to pass up. 3 97 Victor Adeyanju _DE Indiana 
Ye 4 103 Jerious Norwood _RB Mississippi State 
& 4 117 Tim Day TE Oregon 
gq 5 138 Hank Baskett | WR New Mexico 
we 7 211 Danieal Manning CB Abilene Christian 


19. True or false: No NFL draft pick’s last name has started with the letter “X” 
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Green Bay 
PAC KER RS 


. BUZZ: G.M. Ted Thompson 
maintains he will take the 
highest-rated player on the team’s 
draft board with the No. 5 overall 
pick, which could lead to the team 
taking a quarterback. If the top 
available player is a quarterback, it 
likely will be Vince Young of Texas. 
There would be considerable debate 
about drafting a quarterback in the 
first round for the second straight 
year. Trading down in the first round 
doesn’t seem like much of an option 
unless it’s only a few spots and an 
impact player still could be obtained, 
but expect the Packers to trade down 
after He ist round to get more picks. 
TARGETING: The Packers need 
impact players, and it doesn’t matter 
whether they're on offense or 
defense. The top three targets are 
N.C. State DE Mario Williams, Virginia 
OT D'Brickashaw Ferguson and Ohio State 
OLB A.J. Hawk. Ferguson would be an instant 
starter at right tackle and help solidify the line. 
Williams probably won't be available; besides, 
his inconsistency in college concerns the team. 
Hawk is the safe pick; his speed and agility fit 
the team’s preferred mold for linebackers, and 
he would fill a major need. Teaming Hawk with 
Nick Barnett would give the defense one of the 
most athletic linebacker duos in the game. If 
the team trades down, Maryland TE Vernon 
Davis would be the most appealing option. He 
would give the offense a deep threat, 
something it could lack if WR Javon Walker 
holds out or hasn't recovered from his knee 
injury. Expect the team to select a speedy 
corner such as Antonio Cromartie of Florida 
State or Ashton Youboty of Ohio State in the 
second or third round—the team doesn't want 
Ahmad Carroll to start again, and it's unlikely it 
could find a starting-caliber corner any later 
than the third round. After the first pick, the 
team will target linebackers and guards—the 
most lacking areas on the roster—and fortify the 
offensive line. —Tom Silverstein 
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Rd. Overall Name Pos. Schoo! 

1__5 Haloti Ngata DT Oregon 

2 36 Max Jean-Gilles G Georgia 

3 67 Alan Zemaitis CB Penn State 
4 104 Keith Ellison OLB Oregon State 
5 139 Charles Bennett DE Clemson 

5 165 Kellen Clemens QB Oregon 


7 253 Jeremy Bloom WR Colorado 


For updates of the seven-round mock draft through 


April 29, go to the Pro Footbal! War Room at 
warroom.sportingnews.com. 


If Allen lasts until 
Round 2, the 49ers 
will be waiting. 
San Riaricise2 
rye 


E no ws 


Z: The 49ers will ponder offers to 
trade down and acquire more picks as they aim 
to address their many needs. Other teams could 
be enticed to move up to No. 6 to get a 
quarterback, the only position the 49ers have 
ruled out taking that early. Should the 49ers 
stand pat, they would enter the draft with 11 
Dicks, docucing four on the first day. 

t i: Ohio State's A.J. Hawk would 
help fi i the void at outside linebacker; last 
year's starters, Andre Carter and Julian 
Peterson, left as free agents. Hawk is a 
polished tackler with the speed to run down 
ballcarriers. He also could help bolster a 
mediocre pass rush. N.C. State DE Mario 
Williams, widely regarded to be the best 
defensive player in the draft, is projected as a 
top five pick. If he slips to sixth, the 49ers could 
grab him. Tight end remains a huge priority 
4 because of a lack of production at that position 
Kk and Eric Johnson's history of injuries. Maryland 
TE Vernon Davis has the speed to stretch the middle of 
the field and the strength to break tackles. He would 
provide an attractive option for developing QB Alex 
Smith. Three free safeties started for the team last 
season, and none showed enough to lock up the job. 
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. Overall 


6 AD. ‘Hawk OLB Ohio State 


That's why the 49ers have shown great interest in 1 
Southern California's Darnell Bing and Tennessee's Jason 2__ 37 Jason Allen S_Tennessee 
Allen, whose exceptional workouts at the Scouting 3___68 Travis Wilson WR _ Oklahoma 
Combine show he has recovered from a dislocated hip. It's 384 Tony Scheffler TE Western Michiga: 
possible both will be available when the 49ers come up in 4 100 Manaia Brown DT BYU 
the second round. The team added free-agent 5 140 Julian Jenkins DE Stanford 
WR Antonio Bryant but also would like to add a youngster 6 175 Joe Toledo OT Washington 
who could stretch the field in four- and five-receiver 6 192 Antoine Bethea S Howard 
formations. Depth is needed at several positions. Prospects who could be 7 213 Michael Toudouze Or TCU 
good fits include BYU WR Todd Watkins, Stanford OLB Jon Alston, : 
California OT Ryan O'Callaghan, Louisville DE Elvis Dumervil, Purdue 7 236 Omar Gaither OLB Tennessee 
DE Rob Ninkovich and Miami CB Marcus Maxey, Dennis Georgatos 7254 Ryan Lacasse OLB Syracuse 
AIDE . War Room scouts’ mock draft 
Rd. Overall Name Pos. School 
RAFT : There is speculation the Raiders are x 
pahans taking a run at New Orleans’ No. 2 overall S 7 Vince Youn B TBS 
spot. With that pick, they could have their choice of 38 Gabe Watson DT__Michigan 


the big three quarterback prospects: USC's Matt 
Leinart, Vanderbilt's Jay Cutler or Texas’ Vince Young. If 
the asking price is too high, the Raiders could stand 
pat and see how the draft unfolds. If it looks like all 
three quarterbacks might be off the board before they 
Dick, they could be forced to overpay to move up. 

=TING: The Raiders drafted QB Andrew Walter 
in the third round last season and signed veteran 
QB Aaron Brooks this spring, but they have a chance 
to land a franchise quarterback in this draft. Given a 
choice, the team would prefer Leinart because he is 
the most polished. Owner Al Davis probably doesn't 
have the patience to wait for a quarterback to 
develop, If the Raiders stay at No. 7, expect them to 
pick Young, who has the arm strength Davis prefers. 
The Raiders will try to bolster the offensive and 
defensive lines early in the draft. Michigan run-stuffing 
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20. Name the last running back taken with the first overall pick. 


369 Ryan O'Callaghan OT California 


4 101 Roman Harper S Alabama 
6 176 Frostee Rucker DE USC 
7 214 William Buchanon WR USC 
7 255 Travis Leffew OT Louisville 


DT Gabe Watson probably will be available in the second 
round. He is strong and polished enough to start right away, 
though he has a reputation for underachieving. California 

OT Ryan O'Callaghan (6-6'4, 340) is a possibility in the third 
round. He is technically sound and has the size (6-7, 330) the 
team covets. Because SS Derrick Gibson is inconsistent, the 
Raiders probably will draft a safety in the middle rounds who 
they hope eventually can compete with Gibson for the starting 
spot. After that, look for the team to add a guard and an 
outside linebacker—problem spots last season that haven't 
been sufficiently addressed. —Steve Corkran 


Answers on page 60. 
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Buffalo 


AFT BUZZ: The team has 10 picks, 
including four in the first three rounds, and 
might consider trading down from No. 8 to add 
more. If the club stays put, it will be in position 
to get an elite player. It will focus on taking the 
best available player, but it's unlikely it will 
consider taking a quarterback that high, though 
that could change if Texas QB Vince Young still 
is kelp whe 
ARC G: The team needs offensive and 
- ‘eile line help. Southern California 
4 OT Winston Justice and Florida State 
| DT Brodrick Bunkley are enticing. Neither was 
] projected to be a top 10 pick after the season, 
i} but each has increased his stock with strong 
1 ©] workouts, Justice has size (6-6, 320), is 
T)] exceptionally mobile and can make blocks 
| downfield. He has the potential to play on the 
7 left side. Justice needs to get stronger, and he 
] had off-field issues in college. If offensive tackle 
4 isn't addressed in the first round, Miami's Eric 
Winston (second round) and Boston College's Jeremy 
Trueblood (third) are other Day 1 options. Oregon's 
Haloti Ngata is the top-rated defensive tackle in the draft, 
but Bunkley is better suited for the Bills’ new scheme, 
which works best with quick linemen who can penetrate 
and make plays in the backfield. Bunkley doesn’t have 
tremendous size (6-25, 306), but he is physical and 
strong, The team also could take Texas S Michael Huff in 
the first round. He shows excellent range and ball skills 
and also has the speed and coverage ability to play 
cornerback. The pass rush could be addressed after the 
first round. Penn State DE Tamba Hali would be tempting 
in the second round. Virginia Tech DE Darryl Tapp or 
Purdue DE Ray Edwards would be a nice addition in the 
third round. Building depth, perhaps at linebacker, likely 
will be the focus on Day 2. —Allen Wilson 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


roost” OLDIES 
LIKE NOTHING ELSE™ 
¥ 

Rd. Overall Nam Pos. Scho 

1 9 Michael Huff S_Texas 

2 40 Taitusi Lutui G_USC 

A defensive playmaker, at any 3 74 Jonathan Lewis DT Virginia Tech 

position, is desperately needed, and the team 5 141 Leon Williams OLB Miami 
hopes to land one in the first round. G.M. Matt 6 179 Charles Gordon CB_ “Kansas 
Millen has the reputation for trying to stockpile 7 217 Rashad Butler OT Miami 
picks—not to collect lots of rookies but to use 7 2A7 Javon Nanton DE. Miami 


them to move up for targeted players. If one of the 
big three quarterbacks is still on the board at 
No. 9 overall, look for Millen to attempt to trade 
down with a team that wants a QB. 

NG: The Lions insist ninth is too high to 
take Texas S Michael Huff, but that seems to be a 
smoke screen. He would fit perfectly because the 
team needs a playmaking free safety. Huff has the 
speed and ability to cover tight ends one-on-one, 
and he's physical enough to move into the box to 
play the run. That versatility is essential for new 
7 coach Rod Marinelli’s cover 2 scheme because it 
allows the defense to disguise its coverages and 
blitzes. If Huff isn’t there, the Lions will try to trade 
4 down and grab another high-quality defender, 
such as Clemson CB Tye Hill, Virginia Tech 
CB Jimmy Williams, Alabama OLB DeMeco Ryans 


TEAM NEEDS 


or lowa OLB Chad Greenway. Cornerback likely will be 
targeted first because there's better depth at outside 
linebacker; Ohio State’s Bobby Carpenter, Stanford's Jon 
Alston, Florida State's AJ. Nicholson and Miami's Rocky 
McIntosh are possibilities for later on Day 1. Depth on the 
offensive line also is needed. The team would be thrilled to 
find a guard and a right tackle who eventually could push for 
starting jobs. There are several good tackle prospects in the 
third round, including California’s Ryan O'Callaghan, Texas’ 
Jonathan Scott and Boise State’s Daryn Colledge. Safety 
will need to be addressed if Huff isn’t drafted. It's possible 
South Carolina's Ko Simpson or Southern California’s 
Darnell Bing could slip into the second round. Later in the 
draft, the Lions will look for prospects, regardless of position, 
who have size or speed. —Tom Kowalski 


Arizona 


': Coach Dennis Green prefers to take the best available player, though 
some in the organization would rather address major needs. This team 
has enough holes that it can take the best player and fill a 
major need. Arizona is deep only at running back and 
receiver, and it likely will focus on taking an offensive 
lineman, outside linebacker or defensive tackle. The 
team has no heir apparent to QB Kurt Warner, who 
will turn 35 in June and is prone to injury. Should Texas’ 
Vince Young or Vanderbilt's Jay Cutler drop to No. 10, the 
Cardinals would have a hard time passing on either. 
7 In recent years, the club hasn't taken a quarterback in 
the first round and missed out. The team drafted Josh McCown (third 
round) in 2002 but passed on Ben Roethlisberger in 2004 and 
Byron Leftwich in '03. Though Green likes backup John Navarre, a 
| seventh-rounder in 2004, some with the team think it's time to take a 
"| quarterback in the first round. The defense can be solid but needs an 
outside linebacker who would have an immediate impact. Many with 
the club are high on Florida State's Ernie Sims, who fits the scheme 
because he can run and is versatile. The team would love to add Maryland TE Vernon 
Davis to a potentially high-powered offense but is unsure he will fall to them. The 
Cardinals need an infusion of young talent on the offensive line, especially on the 
interior. This is a fairly deep draft, so they likely can add a guard or center in the second or third 
round. USC G Taitusi Lutui is a possibility. The club figures to draft a cornerback, possibly on the 
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Overall e first day, after it failed to land a free agent to compete with David Macklin and Eric Green for the 
1___ 8 Brodrick Bunkley_ DT Florida State starting spot opposite second-year 
2 42 Tamba Hali DE Penn State man Antrel Rolle. The team could 
3 70 Jonathan Scott OT Texas Overall Nam Pos. Schoo look for a safety because starting 
3 73 Greg Blue ___S_ Georgia 1 10 Jay Cutler QB Vanderbilt _‘*FS Robert Griffith turns 36 in 
4 105 Omar Jacobs QB BowlingGreen 2 41 Ko Simpson -S_ South Carolina ee catamaiin Ae 
5 134 Gerrick McPhearson CB Maryland 3 72 Daryn Colledge OT Boise State___ sc aurian Wilson, —Kent Somers 
5 143 Leon Washington RB_ Florida State 4 107 PatRoss C Boston College 
6 178 Ben Obomanu WR Auburn ss Ss 142. Johnny Jolly DT Texas A&M 
7 216 Will Montgomery C Virginia Tech 6 177 Charles Davis TE Purdue 
7 248 Seppo Evwaraye OT Nebraska 7 218 Troy Bienemann TE Washington St. 


21. Who was the last top overall pick elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame? 


50. 4/28/06 


St Louis 
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Z: The Rams rarely move up in the 
opening round. The idea is to avoid getting 
fixated on one guy as the make-or-break player 
of their draft. Coach Scott Linehan has said 
repeatedly he will stick to the value board, 
particularly in the early rounds. Although the 
Rams almost never trade down, this could be 
the year. 

G: After passing on several tight 
ends in the free-agent market, the Rams need to 
take one on the first day, and he needs to be 
able to contribute right away. Maryland’s Vernon 
Davis is an athletic freak who would bring 
another dimension to the passing game. If he 
isn’t there at No. 11, that would leave UCLA's 
Marcedes Lewis, Colorado’s Joe Klopfenstein, 
Southern California's Dominique Byrd, Georgia's 
Leonard Pope and Notre Dame's Anthony 
Fasano as possibilities in the second round. The 
team likes Florida State DT Brodrick Bunkley as 
another first-round possibility; he has the kind of 
pass- rushing and penetrating skills coordinator Jim 

ees Haslett covets. Texas S Michael Huff is another strong 
Huff's versatility would make him possibility. N.C. State DE/OLB Manny Lawson has superb 
a perfect fit in the Lions’ scheme. speed and could be an ideal fit as a 
tush linebacker if Haslett tries to ROOT . 
/ incorporate elements of the 3-4 into Rd. Overall 
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ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


j the Rams’ base defense. In the 111 Vernon Davis TE_ Maryland 
J middle rounds, look forthe Ramsto 2 46 Darnell Bing S usc 
z= Cutler still is available at pick address needs at running back, Kick 3 77 Mark Anderson E Alabama 
No. 10, a trip to Arizona could peste datic td ve intenor 4 109 Kyle Williams DT LSU 
be in the cards. Maurice Drew makes a lot of sense Syeda Mike Dagny G. Florida 
at running back and also has plenty 6 183 Garrett Mills FB Tulsa 
of return potential, though there is“ 221 Greg Jennings WR _W. Michigan 
some concer about his abilityto  % 242 Clint Ingram OLB Oklahoma 
secure the ball. Jim Thomas 7 243 Ryan Gibbons OT Northeastern 


Cleveland r Roon 
Oxy 12 Manny Lawson OLB/DE N.C. State 
: 43 Sinorice Moss WR Miami 


78 Jesse Mahelona DI Tennessee § 
110 Kai Parham ILB__ Virginia leg 


The Browns have (6-4, 338) would be an ideal 
a gaping hole at inside nose tackle in the team’s 3-4, 


linebacker. But the ideal fit-Ohio but he probably won't be on A.J. Nicholson OLB Florida State Ze“ 
State’s AJ. Hawk, who Browns the board when the Browns 145 Jeff Webb : WR _ San Diego St. J 
coach Romeo Crennel thinks pick. Bunkley has the size 152 Kedric Golston DT_ Georgia ty. 


could be the Shawne Merriman (6-25, 304) and athleticism 180 Dontrell Moore RB New Mexico 
of this draft—won't be available at _—_‘ to be a 3-4 end. If Bunkley and 222 Rob Smith Taamlanness j “a : 
the 12th overall pick. The Browns _Ngata are gone, trading down ennessce _ —_ = 
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< could try to move up to the would make sense because Davis’ speed could 
a Packers’ No. 5 spot by offering the team’s focus likely would shift to second round. Watson would be rated much _—‘ force the Rams to ignore 
= C Jeff Faine and a second-round linebackers who can be obtained later in the _higher if not for questions about his intensity, their defensive needs 
b = pick. However, the team doesn’t round. lowa’s Chad Greenway, who has ideal and Wright also has been an underachiever. and add another 
want to lose its second-round athleticism but lacks strength, and Alabama’s _ILBs Abdul Hodge of lowa and D’Qwell offensive playmaker. 
& choice, which it could use to draft | DeMeco Ryans, who has elite instincts but Jackson of Maryland also would be 
= ] an eventual replacement for lacks strength and size, are options. The team _considered in Round 2. They don't have ideal 
a veteran NT Ted Washington. also is intrigued by the raw speed of N.C. size for the inside but are all-around talents 
XS i : 3; Assuming the team —- State DE Manny Lawson, who would switch who have the intelligence to play in Crennel’s Want a second opinion? 
g | can't land Hawk, it would be to outside linebacker with the Browns. If the system. The team wants a third-down back War Room scouts analyze 
S 5] interested in Florida State team doesn’t nab a defensive tackle in to reduce Reuben Droughns’ workload and hundreds of prospects in the Pro 
a =| DI Brodrick Bunkley or Oregon Round 1, Michigan’s Gabe Watson and would consider UCLA's Maurice Drew after Football War Room. Get your fill at 
2 i DT Haloti Ngati at No. 12. Ngata Texas’ Rodrique Wright will get a look in the Round 1.—Steve Doerschuk warroom.sportingnews.com. 
22. Name the last pair of Heisman Trophy winners to be drafted in the same year. Answers on page 60 
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The Eagles need a receiver 
to make their offense soar, 
and if they can’t trade for 
one, they'll grab a wideout 
such as Jackson. 


Baltimore 


F 1 
RAVENS 


=— i | 

tAFT BUZZ: The team will keep its 
eyes and ears open in the first round for 
the chance to trade up to draft a 
quarterback—Texas’ Vince Young, in 
particular. It's no secret Ravens general 
manager Ozzie Newsome likes Young. 
The Ravens most likely will stick with 
their philosophy of drafting the best 
player available because it's a sound 
approach and they have a lot of needs. 
The team is keeping QB Steve McNair 
on its radar screen; it hopes to snap 
him up if the Titans release him. 
TARGETING: Safety is a pressing 
need, and the team would be excited if 
Texas’ Michael Huff fell to No. 13. Huff is 
big, strong and physical, and he can 
match up against No. 3 receivers. A 
defensive tackle also is high on the list. 
The Ravens like Florida State's Brodrick 
Bunkley, but he most likely will be gone 
by the 13th selection, USC OT Winston Justice 
probably will be available, and the Ravens would 
be happy to make him their first-rounder. The club 
has young talent on the line, and Justice would be 
a player to build around. He could play guard for a 
season or two before moving to tackle. They also 
are high on USC G Taitusi Lutui, a tough, physical 
player regarded as a first- or second-round 
prospect. Newsome believes you can never have 
enough defensive linemen, and it will be hard for 
him to pass up Virginia Tech DT Jonathan Lewis or 
Tennessee DT Jesse Mahelona if either is 
available as a middle-round pick. If the Ravens 
can’t get Huff, Ohio State S Donte Whitner could 
be a target in the second round. He is a physical 
player who would complement FS Ed Reed. The 
Ravens like thumpers—tough players who don't 
mind playing near the line of scrimmage—at safety, 
and Whitner fits that description. In the later 
rounds, the Ravens will look for a sleeper at 
running back and linebackers and cornerbacks to 
play on special teams. —Mike Preston 
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14 Chad Jackson _WR_ Florida 


HUMMER 


LIKE NOTHING ELSE“ 


Philadelphia 


=e 


an {3 Poe 


RA Z: It’s no secret the team is attempting to 
move into the top 10, with an eye on Oregon DT Haloti 
Ngata. If that does not happen, and the first 13 picks 
go as expected, the team could move out of the spot, 
get a defensive tackle or an offensive lineman later in 
the round and acquire additional picks. There also is a 
chance the team could trade a pick or two (it has three 
fourth-round selections) to Green Bay for disgruntled 
WR Javon Walker. 
RGI : At defensive tackle, Ngata and Florida 
State’s Brodrick Bunkley are the top two prospects, 
but both could be gone by the time the team picks. 
The team could take a shot on LSU's talented Claude 
Wroten, who has had off-field problems. Wroten, 
according to some scouts, might be better than Ngata 
and Bunkley. If the Eagles go for an offensive lineman 
early, it could be USC’s Winston Justice. He needs 
time to develop and would get that opportunity behind 
veterans Tra Thomas and Jon Runyan. If they wait, they 
could go for Auburn's Marcus McNeill or Pittsburgh 
G Charles Spencer. Another name to keep in mind is 
Ohio State C Nick Mangold. If the team cannot 
pull off the trade for Walker, it almost certainly 
will draft a wide receiver on the first day. 
Florida’s Chad Jackson is a possibility early; a 


45 John McCargo DT N.C. 


more likely later pick could be Notre Dame's 
State Maurice Stovall or Oklahoma's Travis Wilson, 


76 Greg Eslinger C_ Minnesota 


There also is a need for a young player to 


108 Will Blackmon CB Boston College groom behind Pro Bow! linebacker Jeremiah 


116 James Anderson OLB Virginia Tech 


Trotter. That will come on the second day, 


O1/ O1| |) ) Qo) M} rh 


127 Elvis Dumervil DE Louisville and Northwestern's Tim McGarigle is a 
147 EJ. Whitley OT Texas Tech possibility. A quarterback also will be taken. 
F F Oregon's Kellen Clemens and Toledo's 
6 a ae ent na ea Bruce Gradkowski fit the West Coast mold 


| 7 220 Alton McCann CB West Virginia _ 


that coach Andy Reid likes in young 


Denver 


quarterbacks. —Mark Eckel 


DRAFT BUZZ: The team has no glaring needs after 
re-signing its key free agents, but it still can use help at 
several positions. Having the Nos. 15 and 22 selections 
in the first round gives the Broncos flexibility. They won't 
be afraid to package those No. 1s, but they likely won’t 
be able to move high enough to draft N.C. State 
DE Mario Williams. If the 49ers, who are at No. 6, want 
to listen, Denver might jump at the chance to draft 
Maryland TE Vernon Davis, who would replace Jeb 
Putzier and provide much more of a downfield threat. 

R G: The Broncos produced only 29 sacks last 


‘Overall Pos. Schoo 
15 Mathias Kiwanuka DE Boston College 
22 DeAngelo Williams RB Memphis 


61 Maurice Stovall WR Notre Dame 
119 Owen Daniels TE Wisconsin 
126 Reggie McNeal QB Texas A&M 


130 Babatunde Oshinowo DT Stanford 
161 Travis Williams OLB Auburn 
198 Scott Ware _ s__USC 
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1 13 Winston Justice OT USC 
2 44 Donte Whitner S Ohio State 


season and lack a speedy edge rusher. The problem is 
finding an end who would be a value pick at No. 15. Boston College's Mathias Kiwanuka might not be stout enough 
against the run, and Florida State's Kamerion Wimbley is better suited to play outside linebacker in a 3-4. They could 


4 111 Stanley McClover DE Auburn a use one of their fourth-round picks to try to trade up and get a player such as Penn State DE Tamba Hali after the first 
4 132 Andre Hall RB South Florida 5.1] round. One possibility for the No. 15 pick is Florida State DT Brodrick Bunkley, who would add depth, and another is 
5 146 Jeremy Mincey DE Florida Pa Vanderbilt QB Jay Cutler—if he dropped precipitously. Denver also would consider moving up to grab Texas 
5 166 Tony Tella G Miami Ty] CB/S Michael Huff if he slides out of the top 10, and it might look at Tennessee S Jason Allen with its second 

181 nH r D in 7 first-round pick. The safe route, however, is taking a wideout (Ohio State's Santonio Holmes or Florida's Chad 
203 “asor Hatene re ean St Jackson) at 15 and either a running back (Minnesota’s Laurence Maroney, Memphis’ DeAngelo Williams or 
6 208 Tim Dobbi 1B I 5 USC's LenDale White) or a tight end (UCLA's Marcedes Lewis or Georgia’s Leonard Pope) at 22. The Broncos have 

im:Dopbins owa State been successful with running backs selected in the middle rounds, so they might go that route if they don’t take a back with the 

7 219 Tom Malone P_USC 


22nd pick. They also might look to add a guard and a quarterback later. —Lee Rasizer 
23. The Eagles selected this tackle out of Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo in 1958, but his playing career isn’t what made him famous. 
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Take college courses on board-ship. Earn college credit»while you: serve: All while 
seeing the world and getting the experiences’of a lifetime. It’s the ultimate accelerated 
learning program. Check out the Life Accelerator” at navy.com or call 1-800-USA-NAVY. 
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2004, Paid for by the U.S. Navy, All rights reserver 
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Rd. Overall Na Pos. 


1 16 Jimmy Williams CB Virginia Tech 


3 82 Dusty Dvoracek DT Oklahoma 
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Miami 


4 114 Skyler Green WR LSU RA : Having traded for QB Daunte Culpepper and signed 
The Dolphins might cover 7 212 Brian Iwuh S Colorado cB Will Allen, S Renaldo Hill and LT LJ. Shelton, the Dolphins are 
their need for a No. 1 corner 7 226 Sam Paulescu P Oregon State looking to take the best available player or perhaps trade down; they 
Utah have talked to a number of teams about deals. The team hopes a 


with Williams. 


7 233 Quinton Ganther RB 


TEAM NEEDS 


7 
ni 


= [Tr 


trading partner falls in love with one of the cornerbacks or wide receivers 
Bn are ag to be available at the 16th spot. 

; i: The top three needs are a nose tackle who fits well into 
a 3. 4 Scher a top-flight cover cornerback and a wide receiver who 
can be a No. 2 or 3 target as a rookie. At nose tackle, the Dolphins 
got by last season with Keith Traylor, who missed two games because 
of a knee injury. He'll turn 37 in September. The team drafted 
DT Manny Wright last season, but he is better suited to play in a 4-3 
scheme because he isn’t a hold-the-point defender. Candidates at 
tackle include Oregon’s Haloti Ngata and Florida State's Brodrick 
Bunkley. Drafting a lockdown cornerback would allow the team to 
make Travis Daniels the nickel back. Miami is looking at Virginia Tech's 
Jimmy Williams, Florida State's Antonio Cromartie and South 
Carolina’s Jonathan Joseph. The most intriguing spot the Dolphins 
could look at is wide receiver; they have had Ohio State’s Santonio 
Holmes, Florida’s Chad Jackson and Miami's Sinorice Moss in for 
visits. The team wants to give Culpepper another significant weapon 


and make his transition into the Dolphins’ offense easier. That said, don’t be 
surprised if the Dolphins stray away from all of those positions in the first round. 
The Dolphins had Texas QB Vince Young in for a visit in case he falls to them. 
They also could take an outside linebacker with great pass-rushing skills who 
could fill the spot vacated when Junior Seau was let go. —Jason Cole 


17_DeMeco Ryans OLB 


Alabama 


_ Tommy Jackson 


1 
& 2 48 Brodie Croyle QB Alabama 
e 2 51 Marcedes Lewis TE UCLA 
5 383 Dee Webb CB Florida 
Fs 3 95 Maurice Drew RB UCLA 
a 4 115 Fred Matua G USC Jf 
= 5 Marcus Hudson N.C. State 
6 Auburn 


i ’: The team has five picks in the first three rounds, which gives it flexibility to 
address matte needs or trade up for an impact player. This will be the first draft run by 
new vice president of player personnel Fran Foley. Based on indications from the front 
office since owner Zygi Wilf took over, the franchise considers the draft to be the primary 
building block of the team. For that reason, it seems more likely the team will hold on to 
most of tise top picks rather than trade up. 

ARGI 3: The top priorities are linebacker and quarterback. The team has a glaring 
need at mild linebacker and could use more depth and competition on the outside. If 
the team opts for a linebacker in the first round, there are many worthy options at No. 
17, including lowa ILB Abdul Hodge, Florida State OLB Ernie Sims and Alabama 
OLB DeMeco Ryans. With his intelligence and instincts, Hodge could start immediately 
} in the middle. After the first round, linebacker options include Stanford's Jon Alston, 

4 a playmaker who has the ability to play inside and outside, and Georgia Tech 

ILB Gerris Wilkinson. In the next couple of years, the team needs to find an eventual 
replacement for QB Brad Johnson. The Vikings have the firepower to trade up for one of 
the big names, but coach Brad Childress—known as a strong quarterbacks teacher—has 
indicated a desire to look at the second-tier QBs. Alabama's Brodie Croyle, Clemson's 

“> Charlie Whitehurst and Bowling Green's Omar Jacobs are options for the second and 
==] third rounds, when the team has a total of four picks. Croyle is Childress’ kind of 
===] quarterback—a quick-release passer who would fit well in the West Coast system. 
However, Croyle has a history of injuries. Other areas the team will consider later in the 
draft include guard, safety and cornerback. —Kevin Seifert 


Croyle fits the 
Vikings’ QB profile, 
but his injury 
) history might scare 
“them off. 
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Dallas San Diego 


COWBOYS 13thpic CHARGERS | 


RA Z: The Cowboys have been working all offseason to be in position to draft 
the best Satoh player. They signed seven free agents, the most in franchise history, to 


r: The Chargers would like to build up the offensive line for the 


tB he and they want insurance in case LT Roman Oben, who is aging and 
fill needs at linebacker, guard, tackle, receiver, kicker and tight end. Dallas believes this ed had foot surgery during the offseason, is not available in 2006. They'll look 
draft is short on star players but deep in solid contributors. That's another way of saying for or two i Iso m t corn 3 
TT for a tackle or two in the draft. They a just address depth a’ erback. 
Tr the team would prefer to trade down for extra picks—it does not have a fourth-rounder. ww But because they don't choose until the 19th overall pick and sit behind the 
B alt any Jones and coach Bill Parcells won't hesitate to make deals. = Cowboys, a team that also needs a defensive back and an offensive tackle, 
The i: Although the Cowboys retained starting FS Keith Davis by matching the the Chargers could take the best available player with their first choice. The 
wD offer sheet he had signed with the Saints, they are in the market for a free safety. They By team wasn't a big player in the free-agent market, and general manager A.J. 
“2 believe Davis is best suited as a nickel and dime back who can be a star on special = we Smith has not ruled out a trade to move up the draft board. 
= cy teams. The Cowboys would like a safety who can excel in coverage. That would allow S tH ARC 3: The Chargers likely will take Florida State CB Antonio 
= CB. SS Roy Williams to do what he does best, which is chase the ball. Virginia Tech = ft Clomartie, Virginia Tech CB Jimmy Williams or Tennessee S/CB Jason Allen 
a TE CB Jimmy Williams would be a good choice at No. 18, and he might be available. He s i123] at No. 19. Ohio State WR Santonio Holmes is another first-round option. The 
13) can play safety and match up with slot receivers, which would allow the defense to stay 3] offense lacks a legitimate deep threat, and it would not hurt to provide more 
/]] in a 3-4 alignment against three-receiver formations. Tennessee S Jason Allen might be ) @] weapons for QB Philip Rivers. The most urgent need is a left tackle, but a 
(y] another option, but he had a serious hip injury last season and there are questions ym] talent worth the pick might not be available at No. 19, so the team likely will 
ti] about the productivity of Tennessee defensive backs in the NFL. The Cowboys also will ni have to settle for someone in the second or third round. The Chargers would 
] be searching for a player to line up opposite OLB DeMarcus Ware. lowa's Chad i n dd wil 
K KR like to take another tackle, or perhaps a guard, on the second day. Day 2 will 
Pp Greenway (6-2, 240) is a first-round possibility, and Florida State DE Kamerion 4 be spent shoring up a few positions—the team will look for cornerback 
=| Wimbley could make the switch to outside linebacker. Ohio State OLB Bobby Carpenter RB j = reparing for the 
PR depth, a safety and perhaps a third quarterback—and preparing for th 
4.5 often lined up in a three-point stance in passing situations. OT Jason Fabini was signed UD future. DT Jamal Williams will turn 30 before the draft and is heading into 
ET) asa free agent, but the team still would like to draft a lineman who is capable of EM his ninth season; the team needs to begin grooming a successor. San 


Starting. Rob Petitti, a sixth-rounder, started last season, so anyone taken in the middle rounds Diego is talented and 


will have an opportunity to play. Tackles such Juste Jonathan Scat eee Be Reddick and War Room scouts’ mock draft deep at linebacker, but 
LSU's Andrew Whitworth could War Ranm aha Rd. Overall § 
draw interest. Jean-Jacques Taylor 


War m scouts *k dratt d Name Pos. School those players are aging; 
Rd. Overall Name Pos. Sct 1 19 Santonio Holmes WR _ Ohio State three starters are older 
118 KamerionWimbley DE Florida State 2 50 Richard Marshall CB Fresno State _ than 30. The Chargers 
2 49 Pat Watkins S_ Florida State 3 81 Gerris Wilkinson OLB GeorgiaTech _have successors lined 


80. Charles Spencer. 7G Pittsbur 4113 Jeremy Trueblood OT Boston College cies Foy ha 
5 150 Derrick Martin CB Wyoming 5151 Jonathan Orr «WR Wisconsin _honnie Edwards. And 
6 182 Marques Colston WR Hofstra 6 187 Freddie Roach ILB_ Alabama Edwards is on the 
7224 Dennis Roland OT Georgia 6 188 David Pittman CB _Northwestem St trading block and 
7 225 Titus Adams DT Nebraska could be gone by draft 
, 7 227 Kevin Boothe G_ Cornell day. —Kevin Acee 
Kansas City Oe 
ral ilf~ ~p-e 
( HII “FS 
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F Z: The Chiefs would like to land a cornerback capable of 
starting in 2007, if not sooner, and a defensive end who could help 
immediately as a situational pass rusher and develop into an 
every-down player. Even if they draft a corner or two, they still could go 
after a free agent such as Ty Law. The Chiefs have been busy 
first-round traders, going up, down or even out of the opening round four 
times in the past five drafts. Don’t look for that to happen this year. They 
can't afford to surrender the picks necessary to move up far, and they 
must get = = one player capable of helping them immediately. 
[ARGETING: Several corners, including Clemson's Tye Hill, South 
= | Carolina’ ‘Ss ; lohaaien Joseph, Florida State's Antonio Cromartie and, 
= i) possibly, Virginia Tech’s Jimmy Williams, could be available at No. 20. 
LO} Complicating matters is the need for a pass rusher. If N.C. State 


| 1] DE/OLB Manny Lawson were to fall, he might be too tempting to 
/\}] pass up. The Chiefs also have their eyes on other pass rushers, such Hil = undeniably fast, but could he make = 2 
"11] as Florida State’s Kamerion Wimbley, Penn State's Tamba Hali and speedy transition to the Chiefs’ starting lineup? 
yj) Purdue's Ray Edwards. Beyond that, the team could use depth at pee eR 
PR wide receiver, a developmental safety and an eventual replacement for at NOUN SCOULS MOCK Glalt 
+] LT Willie Roaf. The depth is perilously thin at wideout behind starters Rd, Overall Name Pos. School 
1s Eddie Kennison and Samie Parker. Ideally, a middle-round pick such 120 Tyedill CB Clemson 
ze as Michigan's Jason Avant would help as a rookie and eventually 2 54 Daniel Bullocks S__ Nebraska 
& develop into a third receiver candidate. There's no reliable backup behind Roaf, 3 85 James Wyche DE Syracuse 
 _Tratmigitheve tw be ound hy the foo agence Ie tom rusts to rere: Eegte eo NaS WE BY 
Z for the eventual departure of SS Sammy Knight. Nebraska’s Daniel Bullocks is a 2 ne brag oot S m Missoun 
2 possibility in the early rounds, and Virginia Tech’s Justin Hamilton is an option in 7 228 Rob Mea o G Washington 
rs the late rounds. —Adam Teicher G Washington _ 
25. Name the quarterbacks taken first overall the past five years. Answers on page 60 
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: With 11 picks, the Patriots will be busy dealing because they 
won fi nd that many players in the draft capable of supplanting those already 
on the roster. They also like to accumulate picks in future drafts to use as trade 
currency. It might seem that the Patriots have a habit of reaching on some of 
their picks, but some players have greater value in their system than in other 
teams SEI. 

: The team lost OLB Willie McGinest and could use some young legs 
at linebacker, lowa’s Chad Greenway has the build, run-stopping ability and motor 
to play inside or outside for the Patriots and is likely to be available when they pick 
in the first round. lowa ILB Abdul Hodge, who could slide into Round 2, is a great 
tackler, but coverage limitations might make him a two-down player. Cornerback is 
another Day 1 need because the team hasn't developed anyone close to a 
shutdown corer. Florida State’s Antonio Cromartie is big and fast. A torn ACL he 
suffered last July is a concern and could cause him to slip to Round 2. Thanks to 
an offseason exodus (David Givens, Tim Dwight, Andre Davis), wide receiver is 
another early-round need. Oregon State’s Mike Hass and Michigan's Jason Avant 
are hard workers who catch almost everything and could be available late on 
4 Day 1. Arizona State's Derek Hagan, a likely second-rounder, doesn’t have the 
|| downfield blocking skills Hass and Avant do, but Hagan is shrewd and productive. 
£1] RB Corey Dillon struggled last season, and his 31-year-old body has taken a lot of 

J pounding. UCLA's Maurice Drew would be a nice change-of-pace back and could 
be a great value pick early on Day 2. He is suited to 
be a third-down back and return man, something 
the Pats need desperately. Look for the club 
to take some offensive and defensive 
linemen and perhaps a kicker later in the 
draft. —Tom Curran 
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Greenway has the size 
and makeup to be Mr. Inside 

or Mr. Outside for 
the Patriots. 


21 Chad Greenway  _—OLB__lowa é 
52 Derek Hagan WR __ Arizona State = 
75 D'Qwell Jackson ILB__ Maryland 

86 Anwar Phillips CB_ Penn State 
106 Paul McQuistan OT Weber State 
Jonathan Scifres K__ Missouri State 
Calvin Lowr S__Penn State 
191 David Anderson WR__ Colorado State 
205 Josh Lay _ CB _ Pittsburgh 
206 PJ. Daniels RB_ Georgia Tech 


229 Matt Lentz _G Michigan 
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BUZZ: The team believes draft day will be the best time to acquire an 
enetianicel backup quarterback. It will monitor teams that draft a QB, then try 
to trade for a player who falls to the bottom of the depth chart. The team is 
expected to try to move up from the No. 23 slot in the first round and draft 
USC OT Winston Justice. It knows Justice well-secondary coach Greg Burns 
and defensive line coach Jethro Franklin were on the USC staff last season, 
and Trojans offensive coordinator Lane Kiffin is the son of Bucs defensive 
coordinator Monte Kiffin. 

TARGETING: The emphasis will be on adding players who can contribute in the 
near future. The team is not sold on RT Kenyatta Walker, so it could take 
Auburn's Marcus MeNeill at No. 23 if if can't move up for Justice. McNeill has 
the speed and balance the team wants up front. Right tackle is a key position for 
the Bucs because that player protects the blind side of lefthanded-throwing 

QB Chris Simms. Oklahoma G Davin Joseph is another possibility at No. 23 or 
lower in the round if the Bucs trade down. They love his long arms and power 
punch. If the team takes Joseph in Round 1, it could go after LSU OT Andrew 
Whitworth in the second round and Texas CB Cedric Griffin in the third. It also 
will seek players who eventually can replace WLB Derrick Brooks and CBs Ronde 
Barber and Brian Kelly. Florida State OLB Ernie Sims, UTEP OLB Thomas 
Howard, Ohio State CB Ashton Youboty and Florida State CB Antonio Cromartie 
are first-round 
possibilities. Sims and 
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Howard can make plays from pg, Name Pos. Schoo 

sideline to sideline.Sims = 4-23 Ernie Sims OLB Florida State 
also has good instincts, _ 259 Andrew Whitworth OT _LSU 

ey commodity in the Bucs’ 390. Cedric Griffin CB Texas 
scheme. As usual, they will : 

look to add defensive backs 4 122 Greg Lee WR _ Pittsburgh _ 
in the middle rounds. They 9 156 Brandon Johnson OLB Louisville 
also will seek a tight end 6 194 Willie Reid WR Florida State 
who can block, such as 6 202 Chris Kuper G North Dakota 
Washington State's 7 235 Dwayne Slay _ S_Texas Tech 
Troy Bienemann. 7241 Tim Massaquoi TE_ Michigan 

—Roy Cummings 7 244 SirHenry Anderson DT Oregon State 


Cincinnati 
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3UZZ: Without an urgent need at any position, the team can be flexible 
jin n the first round and wouldn't mind trading down to add another quality draft 
pick. The pass rush and coverage ability in the secondary need to be 
addressed. The offensive line won't be ignored, either, not with the contracts of 
LT Levi Jones, LG Eric Steinbach, C Rich Braham and RT Willie Anderson 
Snieg: at the season. 

TARGETING: It would make sense for the Bengals to select Ohio State 

cB Nebten Youboty in the first round because they soon will need a replacement 
for Tory James, who turns 33 next month. Youboty can be trusted in one-on-one 
coverage, is smooth and shows good burst coming out of his cuts. He's also a 
physical run defender. The team needs to add insurance for the offensive line, 
especially because it’s vital to keep QB Carson Palmer protected. Auburn 
_| OT Marcus McNeill, Miami OT Eric Winston and Ohio State C Nick Mangold are 

} intriguing and likely will be available in the first round. LE Justin Smith can be a 
free agent after this season and RE Robert Geathers hasn't blossomed, so a 
pass-rushing end such Penn State’s Tamba Hali or Louisville’s Elvis Dumervil 
1 could get a long look after the first round. Tight end is a first-day must after the 
"| free-agent loss of Matt Schobel. Reggie Kelly is the returning starter and an 
1 excellent blocker, but the team needs a receiving threat to give the passing game 
more punch. At 6-734, 258, Georgia's Leonard Pope is an inviting target. UCLAs 
Marcedes Lewis, Colorado's Joe Klopfenstein and Notre Dame's Anthony Fasano 
are other solid options. The Bengals will spend Day 2 bolstering their depth at safety, 
fullback, outside linebacker and quarterback. —Chick Ludwig 
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26. This 17th-round selection, a quarterback, was Bob Dole's running mate in 1996. 


Sims’ instincts and New York 
sideline-to-sideline range 


would add punch fo the 


aut GIANTS 


T BUZZ: The Giants’ draft-day strategy is no ; peared ; = 
I secret, Their biggest hole entering the free-agent market 1 25 Bobby Carpenter _ OLB _ Ohio State 


HHUCK Ulalil 


ji] was at weakside linebacker, and they did not fill it, so 2 56 Orien Harris DE Miami 

| they almost certainly will address that in Round 1. They 3 _87 Devin Hester CB Miami 
might move up—something G.M. Ernie Accorsi has never 4 124 Martin Nance WR_ Miami (Ohio) 
been shy about. But the linebackers pool is deep, so 5 158 Steve Weatherford P Illinois 
they also are not opposed to waiting until No. 25. 7 232 Mark Levoir OT Notre Dame 


VG; At linebacker, the team is eyeing 
Alabama 's DeMeco Ryans, lowa’s Chad Greenway, 
UTEP's Thomas Howard, Florida State's Ernie Sims and 
Ohio State’s Bobby Carpenter. Sims probably is the 
fastest of the group, and if he slips to No. 25 it’s likely 
the Giants will take him. He's a little small 

(5-11'4, 234), but he's terrific in pass coverage and 
his speed will make him an effective blitzer in Tim 
Lewis’ aggressive defense. His biggest downside is his 
injury history (broken ankle, concussions in college), a 
concern for a team whose linebacker corps was 
riddled with injuries last season. Carpenter is an 
intriguing possibility (his father, Rob, is a former 
Giants running back). The son has the speed (4.52 in 
the 40) the Giants covet, and he has the work ethic coach Tom 
5% Coughlin loves. Once linebacker is addressed, the Giants 

— probably will move on to defensive tackle—which became a 
major need after Kendrick Clancy left for Arizona. They don’t them in the second round, they'll have to take him. He’s loaded 
need an immediate starter at that position, but they do need an with potential, but he doesn’t appear to play hard all the time 
upgrade—a strong player who can provide a consistent inside and has trouble controlling his weight. Those are two things 
push. If Michigan's massive Gabe Watson (6-314, 336) slips to Coughlin probably feels he can fix. —Ralph Vacchiano 


Carpenter 


TEAM NEEDS 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Chicago 


eal 


UZ The Bears likely will return all 22 starters from last season’s playoff team, 
so nthe won't be looking for a lot of immediate-impact players in the draft. It’s no secret, 
however, that they need a cornerback, and they haven't made a run at any of the top free 
agents. G.M. Jerry Angelo will look to take a corner with the 26th overall selection, but he 
might trade down in later rounds to collect more picks. The Bears also will look for a tight 
end early, but drafting a wide receiver high seems unlikely because the team doesn’t 
consider it a great need and Angelo thinks the value at that position is in the middle 
rounds. The need for a defensive tackle might become more pressing, depending on how 
much time oes Johnson (quadriceps) will miss. 
: G: Starting CBs Nathan Vasher and Charles Tillman are solid, but the depth 
j is ates: There j is a void at nickel back, which essentially is a starting position given the 
=| amount of time the defense lines up with three corners. With decent cornerback depth 
= in the draft, the Bears likely will be able to get someone who can contribute right away. 
=| They like the speed of Clemson's Tye Hill, and Miami's Kelly Jennings, Ohio State's 
Ashton Youboty and Texas’ Cedric Griffin are possibilities as well. Given the quality of 
the tight ends class, the club likely will find a solid player there, too. The Bears will look 
}} for a tight end whose strength is as a pass catcher, especially if they don't find a reliable 
1] slot receiver. They would love to get UCLA's Marcedes Lewis, but Georgia's Leonard 
Der and conaco 's Joe Klopfenstein likely will be available after the first round. With 


Mangold would give 
the Bengals extra 
coverage on the 
offensive line. 


TEAM NEEDS 


ar Ranm scoute’ mock draft 


dame Schot _am—_«,»;s ## WarR oom scouts’ mock draft Lance Briggs’ long-term contract 
124 Nick Mangold C Ohio State (Se Pon. Skzel situation up in the air, the team 
255 Claude Wroten DT_ isu 1 26 Antonio Cromartie CB Florida State _ Could ap into the deep class of 
3 91 David Thomas TE Texas 2 57 Leonard Pope —S'TE ‘Georgia el nate SpLUUS Mh 
a 498 LL : : . Any receiver selected will 
4 123 Eric Henderson DE Georgia Tech _ B 388 RobSims Ss G_ Ohio State he considered for his value as a 
5157 Justin Wyatt CB USC Py 4 120 Devin Aromashodu WR Auburn return man, and the team also could 
6 193 Willie Andrews S__ Baylor = 5 159 Jamar Williams OLB Arizona State take a developmental offensive 
7209 Erik Meyer QB __E. Washington § é 6 195 McKinley Boykin DT Mississippi _ lineman. —Brad Biggs 
7 231 Stephen Tulloch OLB N.C. State ‘ = 

27. Joe Namath was selected by the New York Jets of the AFLand this NFL team in 1965. Answers on page 60 
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Carolina 
DAAITHWE DRS 97th pick 
r rain T HE che cere 
DRAFT BUZZ: G.M. Marty Hurney prefers to trade down and accumulate picks. He 


has shown a willingness to trade up when the team feels strongly about a player, but 
Hurney isn’t likely to move up more than a few slots because he doesn’t want to give 
up too much. With such a late draft position, the team will have to be flexible and not 
lock in on a player or position. The Panthers filled most of their holes in the free-agent 
market, so they can afford to look to the future—there is no position that must be 
addressed with a first- or second-round pick. 

TARGETING: The Panthers probably will choose an outside linebacker, running back 
and safety at some point. The departure of starting OLBs Will Witherspoon and 
Brandon Short left young and inexperienced Thomas Davis and Adam Seward in the 
starting spots. The Panthers would like to bring in a player who can compete with 
Seward on the strong side, making UTEP’s Thomas Howard a possibility in the first 
round. RB DeShaun Foster got a big contract and is supposed to be the feature back, 
but his history of injuries leaves the team looking for insurance, which could make 
Minnesota's Laurence Maroney or Southern California’s LenDale White tough to pass 
up in the first round. It might be time for the team to use an early pick on a safety 
such as USC’s Darnell Bing; FS Mike Minter won't be around forever, and the other 
spot isn't set. The Panthers also could target someone such as Purdue S Bernard 
Pollard in the middle rounds. The starting offensive line appears to be in good shape, 
and the team will look to add depth at guard and tackle in the middle and late 
rounds. Carolina is looking for a successor to TE Kris Mangum and could try to locate 

k draft that player in the middle rounds. 

4, 2 The Panthers will look for a 
Ra. Crerall ‘Rams sath position player with return skills 
127 Laurence Maroney _RB_ Minnesota _ because they hope to reduce 
2 58 Joe Klopfenstein TE Colorado WR Steve Smith’s punt return 


TEAM NEEDS 


alates LL | 


(oom scouts’ mock 


3 89 Bernard Pollard S Purdue duties. A fullback who is a strong 
4 121 Adam Stenavich G_ Michigan blocker also could be a 


5 155 Parys Haralson DE Tennessee possibility—starter Brad Hoover 
7234 Jimmy Martin OT Virginia has taken a lot of wear and tear 


7 237 Anthony Schlegel ILB Ohio State _i" recent years. —Pat Yasinskas 


Jacksonville 


| ss 


JAGUARS 28th pick 


the roster are second-year pro Pat Thomas, who is a project, and special teams player Tony Gilbert, 
who is better suited to middle linebacker. If the Jaguars don’t take a linebacker in the first round, 
they almost certainly will take one in the second. Linebacker is considered the deepest position in 
the all a Psst) is little need for Jacksonville to trade up in the first round. 

TARGETING: 3: The club has no shot at Ohio State OLB AJ. Hawk but it will be in the market for his 
college amis Bobby Carpenter, although Carpenter is not as fast as the team would like. A 
more likely candidate is UTEP’s Thomas Howard, who has the size (6-3, 229) and quickness 
coach Jack Del Rio wants. Don't be surprised if the team goes for a tight end in the first round, 
especially if Leonard Pope of Georgja still is around. He would be the perfect third-down weapon 
for QB Byron Leftwich. There also is speculation the Jaguars will go for a running back on the first 
day. Incumbent Fred Taylor recently turned 30 and has been unreliable because of injuries, and 
backup Greg Jones is more of a short-yardage power back. The stock of Southern California's LenDale White 
has dropped, and the team would be tempted to take him if he falls to the end of the first round or even the 
second. Other running back candidates include Wisconsin's Brian Calhoun and Mississippi State's Jerious 
Norwood. The team is expected to target interior offensive linemen in the middle and late rounds, in 
particular a guard given starter Vince Manuwai's struggles last season. —Bart Hubbuch 


OB DRAFT BUZZ: The team has War Ro uts’ m iraft 
Bia} made an offer to free-agent Rd. alle Pos. School 
Dts alec ant 1 28 Thomas Howard OLB UTEP 
Lay 'egardless of wether ne signs, == 9 60_Anthony Fasano TE Notre Dame 
TT ie aie eid 392 Brian Calhoun RB Wisconsin 
Te outside linebacker who eventually = 
F| can become a starter. The 4 125 Chris Gocong DE Cal Poly 
TT Jaguars have a big hole after 5 160 Eric Smith S__ Michigan State 
Pc) losing starter Akin Ayodeleasa 6 197 Chijioke Onyenegecha CB Oklahoma 
o if free agent. The current options on 
B 4 


18 
WR 
A 
B 
A 
La 
AR 
0B 


roy IHL EVEEVEE ES 


LIKE NOTHING ELSE™ 


Hope Maroney likes cats—the 
Panthers’ injury concerns at running 
back could make him their top pick. 


\ Z: Team president Bill Polian firmly believes in the 
occu 2 rtakine the best athlete available, even if the player 
doesn’t fill an area of need. The team is more likely to move down 
than up—the number of high-priced veterans on the roster will 
require the team to maximize its picks and possibly increase them. 
Moving up mostly would mean trading two picks for one and would 
Lawl the overall number. The Colts have six picks. 

NG: It's difficult to imagine the team’s not using two of its 
three fi ist- ad picks on a running back and linebacker after losing 
RB Edgerrin James and LB David Thornton as free agents. The draft 
appears deep at running back. LSU's Joseph Addai is the most 
likely choice, and he would be a good fit in coordinator Tom 
Moore's offense. Addai has receiving skills to complement his 
running talents. It's hard to tell how the team will react if it can grab 
USC’s LenDale White, whose stock has fallen, at No. 30. White 
might be solid between the tackles as a pro, but he might not be 
the best fit for the system. Intriguing linebacker candidates include 
Ohio State’s Bobby Carpenter and Florida State's Ernie Sims. Either 
would bring speed and athletic ability to the defense. Stanford 
OLB Jon Alston, an athletic, hustling player, is someone to keep an 

ue eye on after Round 1. If a running back and linebacker are chosen 
early, the focus likely will shift to the secondary and offensive line. 
CB Marlin Jackson, last year's first-round pick, might be moved to safety, and 
the relocation might hinge on whether the draft produces a cornerback or 
safety. The team will at some point draft an offensive lineman. It always does, 
and it’s intent on having young linemen to nurture. Don't be surprised if it 
targets a tackle; LT Tarik Glenn turns 30 in May, and RT Ryan Diem was 
inconsistent the second half of last season. —Mike Chappell 


TEAM NEEDS 


28. What is the most common surname in draft history? 
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CARLOS OSORIO / AP 


Joseph’s coverage 
skills will make him 
a tempting option 


Seaues. for the Seahawks. 
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; The Seahawks’ plan is to stand by their 
proven draft strategy, which is to take the best athlete 
available, Trading up from the 31st spot in the first round is 
almost out of the question because the team relinquished 
its third-round pick to the Vikings as compensation for 
signing WR Nate Burleson. But a trade down is possible 
because a lot of the players the team likes are expected to 
be early second-round picks. The secondary is a concern, 
and the coaches continue to search for a speed pass 
rusher who will force opponents to plan for a disruptive 
presence. 
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3: The Seahawks are fortunate there is quality 
sf inthe at the positions they need to address, 
especially cornerback and defensive end. They could have 
the option of selecting from Ohio State CB Ashton Youboty, 
Boston College DE Mathias Kiwanuka and Ohio State 

S Donte Whitner. Youboty is tough and physical but at this 


Johnathan Joseph South Carolina jag 


1 
stage lacks the coverage skills of, say, South Carolina's B 2 63 Ray Edwards DE Purdue m3 
+ Johnathan Joseph or Miami's Kelly Jennings—who also 4 128 Mike Hass WR Oregon State 
} Is could be available at No. 31. But they present the kind of = 5 163 Cooper Wallace TE Auburn 
=} character issues team president Tim Ruskell tries to avoid. 3 6 200 Cedric Humes RB VirginiaTech § 
Kiwanuka would be a nice fit because he can put pressure on the = 7 239 Darrell Brooks S_ Arizona & 
| [=) 
quarterback. Tennessee S Jason Allen also would be tempting, but 2 7249 Chariton Keith OUR Kaisas 


the club doesn’t expect him to be available at No. 31. The depth at 
cornerback could allow the Seahawks to add one in the second 
round. Georgia's Tim Jennings and Penn State’s Alan Zemaitis offer 
contrasting styles, both of which would fit the team. Jennings has 
speed and coverage skills but lacks ideal size (5-84, 184) and is 
not a physical player. Zemaitis has size (6-11, 196) and toughness 
but ran poorly in 40 tests and is not a lockdown corner. On Day 2, 
expect the Seahawks to add depth at wide receiver and outside 
linebacker and on the offensive line. —Clare Farnsworth 


itsburgh 


The decision to sign FS Ryan Clark as a free agent eliminates 
any glaring weakness or need to trade for a higher pick. Clark will replace 
Chris Hope, who signed with the Titans. However, the team likes Nebraska 
S Daniel Bullocks and could take him if he is available in the second round. 
Bullocks has good speed, which the Steelers would like for deep coverage. If 
nothing else, the team needs depth at the position after waiving veteran Mike 


Logan and Russell Stuvaints, 

i The Steelers would like a wide receiver to replace Antwaan 
Randle El. But it is not a good year for receivers, and coach Bill Cowher is not 
going to reach for one in the draft just to satisfy a need. The team likes Florida 
WR Chad Jackson, but he probably will be gone when they pick at No. 32. 
Miami's Sinorice Moss has speed and also is a good punt returner, but he 
would be a stretch in the first round. Michael Robinson of Penn State is the 
versatile receiver the Steelers covet because he also can run and throw. He is 
2} not a good route runner and could get bypassed. Don't be surprised if the 

j Steelers take a running back early, maybe even in the first round, to 
eventually replace Duce Staley. Also keep in mind that coordinator Ken 
Whisenhunt likes to deploy two and three backs in a game. The team is 
interested in Minnesota's Laurence Maroney, LSU's Joseph Addai and UCLA's 
Maurice Drew. Maroney is a tough inside runner. Drew is intriguing despite 
his size (5-694, 207) because he also is an explosive punt returner. 
Quarterback is not a 
priority, but the team 
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ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


Rd. a Pos. School likely will take one on the 
132 _Rodrique Wright DT__Texas second day because it 
2 64 DeMario Minter CB Georgia needs someone in case 
rR 396 Michael Robinson WR _ Penn State of emergency. Another 
Overall Name Pos, Schoo 4 129 Demetrius Williams WR Oregon Surprise pick could be a 
1 30 LenDale White RB USC 4 131 Wali Lundy RB Virginia center. Minnesota C Greg 
2 62 JonAlston OLB Stanford 4 133 Jason Spitz C Louisville aicton eae 
White is a hammer between 3 94 Barry Cofield DT Northwestern 5 164 SpencerHavner OLB UCLA pi ie i get 
the tackles, but is he 5162 Mark Setterstrom G__Minnesota 5 167 Zach Strief OT Northwestern stronger, but he has the 
versatile enough to play 6 199 Darrell Hunter CB Miami (Ohio) 6 201 Nate Salley S__ Ohio State athletic ability the 
in the Colts’ system? 6 207 Dawan Landry S__ Georgia Tech 7 240 Brett Basanez QB Northwestern Steelers like. -Gerry Dulac 


29. How many Heisman winners were taken in the 2004 and 2005 drafts? Answers on page 60 
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Atlanta 


At BO RAFTPREVIEW 
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of his contract. —George Henry 


Mespington 


DRAFT BUZZ: The Falcons want to end Day 1 with a running 


move back into the first round unless a team such as Minnesota 

| makes a great offer to land backup QB Matt Schaub. That 

scenario is unlikely but would allow the team to draft another 

high-quality cornerback, such as Clemson's Tye Hill or Virginia 

Tech's Jimmy Williams, to start opposite DeAngelo Hall. After 

7 filling holes by acquiring RE John Abraham, SS Lawyer Milloy, FS Chris Crocker 
and LT Wayne Gandy, G.M. Rich McKay can look to build depth. 


2 
3 
back, cornerback and either a defensive end or tackle. They won't 3 
5 
6 
i 


| TARGETING: Cornerback is the team’s biggest need, but it isn't locked into 

— i taking one in the second round. For instance, Penn State DE Tamba Hall or 
= WR LSU RB Joseph Addai likely would be taken over corners such as Miami’s 
Kelly Jennings or Fresno State’s Richard Marshall. Addai seems to be an 


No first- As scouts’ mock draft 
. lame Pos. 
round pick 47 Joseph Addai RB_ LSU 
79 TimJennings _CB_ Georgia 
93 Anthony Smith S Syracuse 
148 Marvin Philip C California 
184 Anthony Mix WR_ Auburn 
223 Thomas Carroll DE Miami 
Addai 
could 
make the 
cut in 
Atlanta’s 
running 
system. 


No first- 
round pick 


ideal fit for offensive line coach Alex Gibbs’ zone-blocking scheme 
because he is adept at hitting holes, making cuts and creating space 
"| for big gains. Addai would benefit by learning from Warrick Dunn 
nd would not have to add bulk to thrive in this system. But 
Addai has a history of knee problems. The team could address its 
secondary with Georgia CB Tim Jennings and Syracuse S Anthony 
Smith. Jennings is small (5-844, 184), but he's fast and can play 
in this defensive scheme, which uses several corners who lack ideal 
size. At this point, he compares favorably to Jason Webster and Kevin 
Mathis early in their careers. Smith also could fill an important special 
teams role as well as contribute in the secondary. The team needs to 
build depth on the offensive line, especially at the interior positions. 
Adding a defensive end is likely because Abraham has battled 
injuries in his career and LE Patrick Kerney is entering the last year 
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Nickstosh's coverage ablity won't 
wow anyone, but he can bring it 
as a pass rusher. 


60 . SPORTING NEWS . 4/28/06 


Rad. Overall Name Pos. School 

, 2 53 Rocky Mcintosh OLB Miami 

» 5 153 Marcus Maxey CB Miami 
6 173 Brad Butler OT Virginia 
6 189 TJ. Williams TE_N.C. State 
6 196 Mike Kudla DE Ohio State 
7 230 Jarrad Page S_UCLA 
7 250 Gerald Anderson DT Georgia 


DRAFT BUZZ: Few teams were as productive in the free-agent market as the 
Redskins, so they don't have to reach—or move up-to fill an immediate need. They 
can draft the best player available. They would like to bring in a solid outside 
linebacker and add depth at several positions. New offensive coordinator Al 
Saunders likes to throw to the tight end, so another receiving option at that spot 
could be added. The team could use a safety as insurance for mercurial Sean 
Taylor. Offensive line coach Joe Bugel could use a project who could be groomed 
to be a potential future starter. 
TARGETING: Miami OLB Rocky Mcintosh has many of the qualities the team 
wants at the position: a solid frame (6-2', 237) with room to add weight, good 
mobility, the ability to use his hands and take on blockers and the speed to come 
off the edge as a pass rusher. There are questions about Mcintosh’s durability and 
he needs to improve in coverage, but the team could replace him with Chris 
Clemons on passing downs. It will be difficult to pass up Georgia TE Leonard 
Pope if he falls to the Redskins’ spot in the second round. He has great size 
(6-798, 258), good hands and speed. He needs to add weight and improve his 
blocking, but he would have time to do that as Christian Fauria’s backup. Fresno 
State CB Richard Marshall has good size (5-114, 189), skills, hip movement and 
footwork. Like many young corners, he needs to work on his cover skills and route 
recognition. But he could fit in well in the dime package. Virginia OT Brad Butler, 
Fresno State QB Paul Pinegar and Furman QB/P Ingle Martin are possible 


War Room scouts’ mock draft Jate-round picks. Butler is big 


(6-74, 303) and has room 


on his frame to add bulk. He’s 


very bright. Pinegar has a 


strong arm—something coach 


Joe Gibbs covets—and is 
accurate. The team would 
like to add another 
quarterback behind Jason 
Campbell. —Pau! Woody 


_ 1.11) >> 80. Orlando Pace (1997) and what former Southern California player were the only offensive tackles t > 


LIKE NOTHING ELSE™ 


Draft trivia answers 


1. Lawrence Phillips (sixth) and Tim 
Biakabutuka (eighth) 

2. DE Courtney Brown (2000) 

3. Al Cowlings (driver of 0.J. Simpson's white 
Ford Bronco) 

4. Brett Favre 

5. Barry Sanders 

6. Bart Starr 

7. John Elway, Todd Blackledge, Jim Kelly, 
Tony Eason, Ken O’Brien, Dan Marino 

8. Miami 

9. Three (Tim Couch, Donovan McNabb and 
Akili Smith) 

10. Irvin (1988), Aikman (1989), Smith (1990) 

11. Pittsburgh Steelers 

12. Kevin Dyson (16th) 

13. Jay Berwanger (1936) 

14. Four 

15. True 

16. Steve Young 

17. Penn State’s Courtney Brown and 
LaVar Arrington 

18. Walter Payton 

19. True 

20. Ki-Jana Carter (1995) 

21. Troy Aikman (1989) 

22. Desmond Howard and Ty Detmer (1992) 

23. John Madden 

24. Notre Dame (448), USC (421) and 
Ohio State (362) 

25. Michael Vick (2001), David Carr (2002), 
Carson Palmer (2003), Eli Manning (2004), 
Alex Smith (2005) 

26. Jack Kemp 

27. St. Louis Cardinals 

28. Smith (254 players) 

29. Zero 

30. Ron Yary (1968) 


Cheat sheet—and it 
won't be a pop quiz. 
We'll tell you right now: 
We're planning a draft trivia 

quiz this time next year. 
But we also fill you in on 
the only tool you'll need to 
ace the quiz: the Complete 

Pro Football Draft 

Encyclopedia. The 2006 
edition provides the complete history of the draft 
from 1936 to 2005—every team, every player, every 
pick. There's a year-by-year listing for every team. 
Theres a list of players from every college that has 
produced a draft pick. And there's an alphabetical 
listing, from Abadie to Zyzda. Plus, there are more 
than 60 inside-the-draft stories that will help qualify 
you as a draft expert (after you ace the quiz, of 
course). Get your copy of the Complete Pro Football 
Draft Encyclopedia at bookstores, by calling 
800-825-8508 or by ordering online at 
sportingnews.com/books/football. 
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Welcome toa 
less-wired world 


he grind is on for the 
players—game after game, 
day after day, city after 
city. The effect of Major 
League Baseball's ban on 
amphetamines figures to be 
negligible, considering other legal 
stimulants are available. But what 
if the impact is as significant 
as some players and 
executives predict? 
What if regulars start 
playing fewer games and bench 
players become more prominent? 
Then you would be talking 
about a significant change in how 
teams construct their rosters. You 
would be talking about stars 
producing less gaudy statistics, 
perhaps even commanding lower 
salaries. You would be talking 
about an issue that could raise the 
question of whether 162 games are 
too many for players to endure. 
“To play 162 games in 183 days, 
I think, is physically impossible,” 
Rockies general manager Dan 
O'Dowd says. “By saying that, I 
don’t want to give 
the impression that 
I'm condoning 
amphetamines. But 
because of the amount 
of travel and the high 
degree of skill it takes to 
play the game, it’s really 
hard to play that many 
games in that number of 
days.” 
That’s why some 
players turned to 


even fewer games—makes sense. 
But while commissioner Bud Selig 
acknowledges “some support” for 
reducing the number of games, he 
adds that high-revenue teams 
don't want to lose gates. And, 
really, that’s that. 

OK, then, so players will find 
other pick-me-ups, be it coffee, 
energy drinks or other legal 
supplements. “Go into any locker 
and you'll see a bottle of Ripped 
Fuel,” Blue Jays catcher Gregg 
Zaun says, referring to a common 
fat-burning, energy-boosting 
supplement. 


— BILLWILSON / TSN 


For some players, “greenies” 
were perhaps little more than a 
psychological crutch. Advances 
in health, nutrition and 
conditioning should help them 
stay more alert. 

On the other hand ... 

“I know guys who are going to 
struggle,” Braves third baseman 
Chipper Jones says. “I know guys 
who don't play and ‘bean’ up. To 
me, that’s becoming pretty reliant 
on something. It’s going to have 
an effect. I don’t think there’s any 
doubt.” 

Adds Devil Rays manager Joe 


Maddon, “I thought about 
+ ~ it all offseason. Who 
The punishment policy [Reese 
people have done that? 


Under Major League Baseball's new drug-testing 
agreement, players who test positive for amphetamines will 
receive less severe penalties than those who test positive 
for steroids. The testing procedure, however, is the same. 

Players are tested before the season in conjunction with 
their spring training physicals. They also take one 
unannounced test during the season and are subject to 
additional random tests during the season and offseason. 


But if they have and 
they can’t now, I think 
you might have to rest 
people more often. I 
think that’s just logic. 
And that’s why I think 


the bench is really an 
important issue this year.” 

O'Dowd agrees, saying, “It’s 
going to change how you look at 
an everyday player from here on 
out. It’s been a badge of courage 
for players to go out and start 150 
to 160 games. You may redefine 
how everyday players are 
categorized. Rest and recovery is 
going to be big.” 

All this should be quantifiable 
—69 players appeared in 150 or 
more games last season, including 
10 who played in all 162. If those 
numbers drop significantly, then it 
will be reasonable to assume the 
amphetamine ban will have had an 
impact. Lineups and performances 
in day games after night games, as 
well as during the dog days of 
August, also could indicate how 
players are responding. 

If past users of amphetamines 
fail to adjust, then 
superutilitymen such as the 
White Sox’s Rob Mackowiak, the 
Brewers’ Bill Hall and the Orioles’ 
David Newhan will become even 
more valuable. Lesser reserves 
will get more chances to play. 
Managers will face greater 
challenges when writing lineups 
because they will know they 
can’t automatically pencil in 
certain regulars. 

Fascinating stuff, but the guess 
here is that little of it will come to 
pass. Players will tap into new 
energy sources for their desired 
boosts. The game might just be a 
little less wired, that’s all. TSN 


Ken Rosenthal is FOXSports.com 
senior baseball writer His insider 
column is special to the SPORTING News. 


© BLOG ALERT 
Speaking of juiced: If the players 3 
aren't, then maybe the ball is. 


Is Tom Gatto the only one suspicious of all those home runs? 
Get more hardball analysis at sportingnews.com 


The penalties for steroids users are a 50-game 
suspension for a first positive test, 100 games for a 
second and a lifetime ban for a third. 

A first-time user of amphetamines is subject to 
mandatory evaluation and follow-up testing. Subsequent 
positive tests carry suspensions of 25 games, 80 games 
and a possible lifetime ban. 


amphetamines. That, in 
part, is why some turned 
to steroids. 

Logic dictates that a 
return to a 154-game 
schedule—or the 
introduction of one with 
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The loss of Brandon 
Backe for at least six 
weeks increases the 
urgency for the Astros to 
re-sign Roger Clemens. 
The rotation now 
includes second-year 


Rookie righthander Brian 
Bannister could help make the 
Mets a World Series contender. 
In the second of his two 

starts against the Nationals, 


Bannister altered his patterns 
by varying his speeds and 


lefty Wandy Rodriguez using different two-strike 
and rookie righthanders pitches. Some veterans arent 
Taylor Buchholz and savvy enough to make those 


Fernando Nieve. types of adjustments. 


Giants LF Bat S, 
coming off three 
surgeries on his right 
leg, has lost strength 
in his lower body, rival 
scouts and 
executives say. One 
exec Offers a 
suggestion for pitching 
to Bonds that would have 
been ridiculed a year ago: Pound him inside and 
make him prove he can rotate his hips quickly enough to 
turn on pitches. “It hurts to watch him run,’ another exec 
says. “Personally, | don’t think he’s going to make it through 
the year. It's pretty tough to hit when you don’t have a strong 
base. You generate a lot of power with your hips and legs’ 
> Mets LHP is willing to return to the Braves 
when he becomes a free agent at the end of the season. 
Glavine, 40, was upset when Braves G.M. 
revealed in his recent book that Glavine was ready to back 
out of a deal with the Mets to re-sign with the Braves after 
the 2002 season. However, Glavine might want to return 
home-—his wife and four children, ages 5 to 11, still live in an 
Atlanta suburb. “It's not about me and him,’ Glavine says of 
Schuerholz. “It’s about me and my family” > One difference 
in the Yankees this season is their bullpen includes two 
viable lefthanders, and . It remains 
to be seen whether Myers can get out Red Sox DH D 


in a big spot, but the Yankees’ bullpen could be formidable if 
ll returns from a hamstring pull to become a useful long man 
makes a successful recovery from elbow surgery. It 


RHP 

and RHP 
would be impressive for the Yankees to finish games with 
RHP , Dotel and RHP 

Nationals G.M. says Ss 
performance in left field is “well beyond what we expected.” 
A rival executive, however, says Soriano didn’t have enough 
time to stretch out his arm after moving from second base 
late in spring training. Soriano also has difficulty coming in 
on balls and reading angles on fly balls hit by lefthanded 
batters. » The Blue Jays are happy they kept hot-hitting 

RF , whom they offered to the Pirates for LHP 


D 


. 4/28/06 


Pity the Devil Rays, who at one 
point had more than half of their 
$35 million payroll on the 
disabled list. It could have been 
worse—third baseman Aubrey 
Huff looked like he might be out 
for the year when he sprained a 
knee ligament. Instead, Huff is 
likely to return in plenty of time 
to build his trade value for the 
July 31 non-waiver deadline. 


If Ramirez plays well, : 
he might try to get 
- & paid better. 
a a O 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


re PEACE Discos Naa! 
Now that the Cubs have signed 1B Derre 
long-term concern is 3B / 


ee through 2010, their next significant 

; Ramirez, who can opt out of his contract at the end of 
the season. Ramirez likes Chicago, and he is expected to exercise his player option with 
the Cubs for $22.5 million combined in 2007 and '08. If Ramirez puts together a big 
season, however, he might be tempted to become a free agent at age 28—or at least use 
it as leverage to get a better deal from the Cubs. 


in the offseason. The question now is what the Jays will do with the 

other member of their right field platoon, , if Rios earns more 
playing time against righthanded pitching. Hinske, who will be paid 
$4.425 million this season and will get $5.626 million 
next season, has little trade value. > Giants RHP 

ht is one of the season's early surprises. Two 
executives who witnessed Wright's eight-inning 
performance against the Dodgers last Friday say it was 
the best they have seen him pitch. Wright, 31, needed 
to preserve the Giants’ bullpen, which had worked 
544 innings in the previous day's doubleheader, and he 
did it against a hot-hitting club in a game delayed nearly 
two hours by rain. 


JEFF CHIU / AP 
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BASEBALL 


Todd Jones 


Thome is 


back—with 
a vengeance 


Well, the Phillies did it. And, to 
be honest, someone probably can 
justify it. 

They traded Jim Thome to the 
White Sox. After all, the Phillies 
had Ryan Howard, who happens 
to play first base. All Ryan did 
was win National League Rookie 
of the Year after replacing the 
injured Thome last season. 

But because there’s no DH in 
the N.L. and both play only first, 
the Phillies did what they 
probably didn’t want to do and 
dealt Thome. This is the guy they 
hung their hats on. This is the guy 
who was the face of the franchise 
as the team moved into a new 
ballpark. This is a guy who hit 
career homer No. 400 when I was 
his teammate two years ago. This 
is a baseball player’s player. He 
got injured last year, Howard got 
hot, and—boom—it was the ol’ 
switcheroo with Thome the odd 
guy out. 

It’s hard to imagine. For his 
whole career, he has been a 
middle-of-the-order monster who 
preys on sinkers away and 
hanging curveballs but still is 
lightning-quick on balls inside. 

Playing devil’s advocate, the 
Phillies might have seen him as 
someone who's making a lot of 
money and is getting older, so 
they traded him. What they 
ended up doing was pigeonholing 


a likely Hall of Famer. They woke 
a sleeping giant. They stirred up a 
245-pound beehive. And now he’s 
taking it out on the A.L. 

By the time he got through with 
the Tigers in a three-game set last 
week, Thome had almost as many 
hits in the series (five) as outs 
(six). He belted three homers, and 
every out was hit on the screws. 
His back is back, and so is the hop 
in his step. You knew if he were 
healthy, he'd make every person 
who booed him in Philly pay. 

First it was Scott Rolen; people 
think, OK, he just didn’t fit in in 
Philly. But Thome, too? If Rolen 
and Jim don’t blend in in a place. 
you might ask yourself what's 
wrong with that place. You can 
see in Thome’s face that he’s 
hurt. He’s somewhat 
embarrassed, He wants people to 
pay and pay dearly. 

It’s a good feeling to see a 
player get the last laugh. It’s great 
when a team tells you it’s going in 
a different direction without you, 
then you hit a homer on opening 
night in your new home and 
you're off. Don’t forget; this man 
is a handful of homers away from 
Cooperstown. Five hundred is in 
his sights. 

But notice that the Phillies 
dealt him someplace far away 
from the N.L. East. They weren't 
that stupid. 


G Todd Jones is a reliever for the Tigers. E-mail him at ttones @sportingnews.com 
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BALTIMORE ORIOLES 


The club believes a lack of composure, 
not poor mechanics, is at the root of 
RHP Daniel Cabrera's wildness. 
Cabrera walked 16 batters in his first 
614 innings. The club hired pitching 
coach Leo Mazzone to solve such 
problems. ... Rookie RHP Chris Britton 
will work out of the bullpen, but he 
lacks experience against high-level 
competition. He was at Class A 
Frederick in 2005 and pitched in two 
games at Class AA Bowie this season. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: CF Corey 
Patterson's overaggressiveness at the 
plate earned him a temporary 
benching in favor of Luis Matos, who 
is a more patient hitter. Patterson 
tends to swing at the first pitch 
regardless of where it is, which leads 
to quick outs. The Orioles aren't trying 
to change Patterson's approach; 
they're hopeful he'll hit for power as 
he grows more accustomed to A.L. 
pitching. —Spencer Fordin 


NEW YORK YANKEES 


AL. EAST (ears 


BOSTON RED SOX 


The club is getting its first extended 
look at OF Adam Stern, who is filling in 
for CF Coco Crisp (broken finger). 
Boston likes Stern's speed, power and 
arm and is curious to see how close he 
is to being an impact player. ... 

1B Kevin Youkilis will get the bulk of 
the leadoff at-bats in Crisp's absence. 
Youkilis’ selective approach at the plate 
makes up for his lack of speed. ... 

RHP Jonathan Papelbon was throwing 
too well not to be promoted to closer. 
He has a 95-mph fastball, and his 
split-finger fastball and slider are 
improving. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
RHP Curt Schilling never stops 
dissecting his approach, which is a big 
reason he has been one of the game's 
top pitchers the past decade. This 
season, he has made significant 
changes to his repertoire, such as 
establishing the inner half of the plate 
for the first time and using his 
changeup a lot more. —/an Browne 


LHP Randy Johnson believed a heavy workload in spring training would help prepare 
him for the season, and it looks as though he was right. In his first three starts, he 
showed great command by striking out 16 without issuing a walk. ... The Yankees 
recalled Matt Smith, who gives them a third lefthanded reliever and can be used in 
the fifth or sixth inning if a good matchup comes up. With Smith on hand, they can 
save LHP Mike Myers for the later innings. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Yankees 
plan to play more small ball by increasing their use of the hit-and-run and sacrifices. 
2B Robinson Cano has worked on his bunting and likely will be asked to move along 
runners regularly. The Yankees spent too much time last season waiting for home 
runs, so manager Joe Torre and hitting coach Don Mattingly have discussed the 
small-ball philosophy with their star players since January. —Mark Feinsand 


TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS 


RHP Doug Waechter has tweaked his 
delivery so he can throw from more of 
a downward angle and keep the ball 
lower in the strike zone. He likens his 
delivery to a golf swing in 

that both have a great deal 

of moving parts but each 
requires simplicity to execute 
successfully, .. C Josh Paul 
has improved as a hitter 

since he began keeping both 
hands on the bat during his 
follow-through. Angels hitting 
coach Mickey Hatcher got 
Paul to make the change 

when Paul was with the Angels. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Being able 
to work both sides of the plate makes a 
big difference for LHP Scott Kazmir, 

22. He likes to throw inside and his 
slider dives in against righthanded 
batters. But righties can handle the 
pitch easier if Kazmir isn't hitting the 
outside corner. Good command on the 
slider makes all of Kazmir's pitches 
more successful. —Bill Chastain 


Waechter 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 


CF Vernon Wells’ impressive start is a 
result of his offseason training. Because 
he has a reputation as a slow starter, 
Wells began working on his hitting 
sooner than he did in years 
past. He's displaying focus 
and confidence he doesn't 
usually find until later in the 
. Season, ... If RF Alex Rios 

~ keeps pounding the ball, 

& manager John Gibbons 

= might have to rethink using 
w him in a platoon with Eric 

= Hinske. ... LHP Scott Downs’ 
return to a relief role adds 
depth to the otherwise thin bullpen. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Shea 
Hillenbrand is struggling to adjust to 
his new role as a full-time DH. 
Hillenbrand has yet to find a good 
routine before each at-bat and says he 
loses focus at the plate as games 
become longer, which hurts his timing. 
He must find a way to keep his 
intensity level high even if he’s notin 
the field. Jordan Bastian 


CHICAGO WHITE SOX 


Manager Ozzie Guillen has talked about using RHP Brandon 
McCarthy as a closer when Bobby Jenks needs a rest or when Guillen 
has a gut feeling that McCarthy is a better fit for the situation. But 
McCarthy still sees his future in the rotation. His quick turnaround 
time in the bullpen has helped him focus on good mechanics and 
throwing strikes, which will help him when he retums to a starting role. 
... CF Brian Anderson is struggling at the plate. He has been pulling 
off pitches too much and swinging at balls out of the strike zone. 

SEE A GAME: The White Sox aren't running as much 
this season as they did last season. LF Scott Podsednik has not been 
getting on base, OF Aaron Rowand and IF Willie Harris no longer are 
on the team, and Guillen has been reluctant to give 2B Tadahito 
Iguchi the steal sign because he doesn’t want to take the bat out of 
the hands of red-hot DH Jim Thome. —Scott Merkin 


CLEVELAND INDIANS 


RF Casey Blake hit .171 (22-for-129) with runners in scoring 
position last season, but he is among the team leaders in that 
category this year. Now that Blake is comfortable in the field—he 
was a corner infielder before last season—he is able to devote more 
attention to his performance at the plate. ... The Indians’ training 
staff insists LHP C.C. Sabathia’s abdominal injuries, which also 
hindered him last season, are not weight-related. The team 
maintains Sabathia’s height (6-7) and mechanics increase his risk of 
suffering ab injuries. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: DH Travis Hafner 
studies other hitters the way a psychology student studies Freud. 
Hafner is off to the best start of his career because he is taking more 
time to get ready for opponents and is taking more swings in the 
Jacobs Field indoor batting cages. He says the key to success is being 
more prepared in the box before each pitch. —Anthony Castrovince 


DETROIT TIGERS 


IF Omar Infante’s arm 
appears to be stronger than it 
was at the end of spring 
training, which makes him a 
more viable option to fill in at 
shortstop and third base. 
Infante and OF Marcus 
Thames will receive more 
at-bats now that DH Dmitri 
Young (quadriceps) is on the 
D.L. ... Manager Jim Leyland 
says he'll be aggressive with 
his infield defense with a 
runner on third when it makes 
sense to do so—whether it’s 
early or late in games. 

SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
LHP Nate Robertson says a 
tip from LHP Kenny Rogers 
helped him defend White Sox 
LF Scott Podsednik, one of 
the game’s best bunters. 
Robertson pitched Podsednik 
so that the only direction he 
could bunt would be to 
Robertson’s left, where 
Robertson would be leaning 
after the pitch. Removing 
some uncertainty about the 
bunt helped neutralize 
Podsednik. —Jason Beck 


TOM OLMSCHEID / AP 


KANSAS CITY ROYALS 


Look for the rotation to undergo a makeover. RHP Denny Bautista 
(pectoral muscle) went on the D.L. Sunday, and LHP Mark Redman was 
activated. LHP Jeremy Affeldt and Joe Mays have been struggling, 
particularly in the early innings. The club needs RHP Runelvys Hernandez 
to quickly wrap up his rehab assignment at Class AAA Omaha. 

SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Pitching coach Bob McClure offers a simple 
message for his staff, which can’t find the plate: Pound the strike zone 
early and often. He points to RHP Elmer Dessens, who has been 
impeccable this season. McClure says Dessens pitches as if there’s no 
batter; he merely tries to hit his spots. Dessens, 
35, believes his younger teammates might be too 
consumed by the situation or the next hitter—or 
are nitpicking on location. They seem to be 
thinking too much on the mound. —Dick Kaegel 


MINNESOTA TWINS 


Before LHP Francisco Liriano becomes a starter, 
the Twins want him to show better command of 
his fastball. During his short stints in relief this 
season, Liriano has displayed just that. A spot in 
the rotation, though, won't open unless one of the Twins starters pitches 
himself out of it, which doesn't appear likely. ... IF Nick Punto has taken up 
yoga with the hope it will help him avoid injuries—and it has worked so far. 
Punto feels stronger than he has in past seasons. ... Improved bat control 
is behind SS Juan Castro's surge at the plate. Entering the week, he was 
hitting .379; his career average is .230. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 

RHP Brad Radke is off to his best start in many years. He is showing a 
new variation of his fastball that tails away from lefthanded hitters, but he 
still is working on controlling it. The pitch has given hitters something else 
to think about. —Kelly Thesier 


pe ee oy 


LOS ANGELES ANGELS 


RHP Bartolo Colon is having difficulty controlling his fastball 
because he has been gripping the ball too tightly. The velocity is 
down on his four-seamer, and he has been leaving the two-seamer 
up in the zone. Colon admits he still is not completely confident in 
his right shoulder, which he strained last October. ... Last season, 
RHP John Lackey worked on his consistency. This season, he is 
working on making better decisions on the mound. He says he has 
a better understanding of when to go after hitters and when to pitch 
around them. ... 1B Casey Kotchman has been too eager at the 
plate. He is trying to do a better job of waiting for pitches to enter 
the hitting zone. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: RHP Brendan 
Donnelly has developed a two-seam fastball that can complement 
his split-finger pitch. Donnelly copied a grip used by RHP Scot 
Shields but has yet to gain full command of the pitch. He says he 
has walked more batters because of the lack of control of the 
pitch, but he likes its downward action. —Mike Scarr 


TEXAS RANGERS 


OF Gary Matthews’ return (rib cage muscle) should improve the outfield’s poor offensive 
production. Through Saturday, the outfield was hitting .193 with one home run, 10 RBIs and 
49 strikeouts in 140 at-bats, Matthews, a switch hitter who took over for OF Brad Wilkerson 
in the leadoff spot, hit a triple in his first game off the D.L. ... IF/OF Mark DeRosa should 
play a lot at second base because lan Kinsler (thumb) is on the D.L. DeRosa was going to 
play the outfield against lefthanded pitchers. The Rangers can use IF D'Angelo Jimenez at 
second if DeRosa is needed in the outfield. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: SS Michael Young 
is a great example for teammates in regard to how to prepare for a clutch at-bat. With 
runners in scoring position and two outs, Young begins getting especially focused and 
intense before he gets to the plate. Though some hitters try to calm themselves down, 


Young has success by pumping himself up. —T-R. Sullivan 


OAKLAND ATHLETICS 


1B Dan Johnson started the season 0-for-26 but never lost the 
confidence of the coaching staff because he's a quick study and 
a hard worker. After watching tape with hitting coach Gerald 
Perry, Johnson realized he had been trying to pull too many 
outside pitches. So, he has been focusing on hitting the ball the 
other way in batting practice. ... Bobby Kielty was recalled from 
Class AAA Sacramento and is Oakland's fifth outfielder, but Kielty 
likely won't waste away on the bench. A switch hitter with good 
pop, Kielty figures to spell CF Mark Kotsay and DH Frank 
Thomas. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Perry, in his first season 
with the A’s, stresses that hitting to the opposite field is vital to 
being a good situational hitter, so Johnson isn’t the only one 
looking to go the other way. C Jason Kendall, a 10-year veteran, 
rarely pulls the ball in practice in an effort to “stay inside” the 
ball, and on the advice of Thomas, OF Nick Swisher also has 
been focusing on going the other way. —Jim Street 


Matthews 


SEATTLE MARINERS 


The return of OF Matt Lawton from 
a 10-day steroids suspension gives 
the club a lefthanded bat off the 
bench and more defensive depth, 
but it also cuts into the at-bats for 
reserves Joe Borchard and 

Roberto Petagine. The Mariners 
showed they want to keep Borchard 
and Petagine by going to an 
11-man pitching staff. ... Playing 
every day in left field has agreed 
with Raul Ibanez, who continues to 
produce quietly and consistently at 
the plate. Ibanez is an excellent 

No. 3 hitter who has gotten better 
in that role now that 2B Jose Lopez 
is doing his job at No. 2. ... 

Scouts don’t question C Kenji 
Johjima’s swing, but they wonder 
about his discipline at the plate. He 
hacks early and often. 

SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: It’s still 
early, but 3B Adrian Beltre is having 
some of the same hitting problems 
that plagued him last year in his first 
go-around against American League 
pitching. He appears to be 
struggling with pitch recognition and 
has been too aggressive with 
runners on base. —Doug Miller 
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ATLANTA BRAVES 


3B Chipper Jones’ ankle sprain was 
a product of a wet infield and not a 
sign his 34-year-old body might be 
breaking down. Jones is in his best 
shape in several years and likely will 
be productive once he returns. ... 
RHP Peter Moylan didn’t begin 
throwing sidearm until seven 
months ago, but he already has 
developed good control with his 
mid-90s fastball, changeup and 
slider. The Braves signed Moylan, 
27, based on his work for Team 
Australia in the World Baseball 
Classic. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
C Brian McCann spent hours with 
third base coach Fred! Gonzalez this 
spring refining his footwork behind 
the plate. McCann now realizes 
accuracy is just as important as arm 
strength. Look for him to be much 
better at throwing out runners. Last 
season, in 57 games, he was 
5-for-27. —Mark Bowman 


NEW YORK METS 


FLORIDA MARLINS 


Versatile reserve Chris Aguila is 

the primary replacement option 
should RF Jeremy Hermida (hip 
flexor) be out for a while. The club is 
being careful with Hermida, who has 
a history of leg problems. ... 
Manager Joe Girardi insists he will 
use a closer by committee, but it’s 
more likely he will use veteran 

RHPs Matt Herges or Joe Borowski 
to finish games. 

SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 

C Miguel Olivo worked extensively 
with bench coach Gary Tuck this 
spring on his footwork in hopes of 
becoming a more accurate thrower. 
Olivo now makes a quick hop out of 
his crouch, his right foot sliding in a 
few inches and his left leg moving 
forward at about a 45-degree angle 
toward second base. The quick-hop 
move speeds up his release and 
aligns him better for throws to 
second. —Joe Frisaro 


The club expects RHP Brian Bannister to stick around longer than the previous 
two rookies to make the rotation out of spring training—RHP Jae Seo in 2003 
and RHP Tyler Yates in 2004. Bannister, 25, has displayed the ability to pitch 
out of trouble. ... 2B Kazuo Matsui likely won't have a big role when he returns 
from the D.L. Rookie 2B Anderson Hernandez has been brilliant in the field. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 3B David Wright seemed to anticipate how 
opponents would pitch him this season—away, away, away—and was quite 
prepared for it. The righthanded batter produced at least one RBI in each of 
the first six games, a first for a Mets player, and all but one came on balls hit 
to the right side. Wright's opposite-field power seems to have increased, and 
he still can pull the ball with power. —Marty Noble 


PHILADELPHIA 
PHILLIES 


SS Jimmy Rollins, who is off to the 
best start of his career, has a 
consistent approach and swing. His 
ability to stay aggressive 
while working the count 
shows his maturity. ... It 
appears RHPs Jon Lieber 
and Gavin Floyd will throw 
to C Sal Fasano more 
than Mike Lieberthal. 
Manager Charlie Manuel 
wants Fasano to catch 
twice a week, and he likes 
the chemistry Fasano 

has developed with 

Lieber and Floyd. SEE A DIFFERENT 
GAME: RHP Ryan Franklin still is 
figuring out what pitches to feature 
as a reliever. He typically uses four 
or five pitches when starting, but he 
won't be able to keep them all 
sharp in relief duty. Manuel wants 
Franklin to focus on throwing his 
fastball and slider, and Franklin 
likely will concede. —Ken Mandel 
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Clayton os 


WASHINGTON 
NATIONALS 


CF Brandon Watson, who failed to 
work the count as the club's 
leadoff hitter and swung at just 
about every pitch that 
came his way, was sent to 
Class AAA New Orleans. 
He was replaced on the 
_ roster by Ryan Church, 
who was beaten out by 
3} Watson in spring training. 
 ... New backup C Matthew 
© LeCroy is a liability behind 
fo the plate, which means 
Starter Brian Schneider 
will play almost every 
game. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
Manager Frank Robinson is baffled 
by SS Royce Clayton's struggles at 
the plate. Robinson says Clayton is 
using his hands properly but is 
swinging at pitches too early. 
Robinson doesn’t know how to fix 
the problem because Clayton has 
used the swing for most of his 
career. —Bill Ladson 


z= 
2 
\ a 
2 
S 
5 
ES 


Maddux — 


CHICAGO CUBS 


LHP Scott Eyre already has three two-inning outings; he only had 
one all last season. The Cubs don't plan on making Eyre a long 
reliever. Expect briefer outings in an effort to keep him available. ... 
A freak buttocks muscle strain could help 3B Aramis Ramirez in the 
long run. He injured himself during an at-bat in which he may have 
been overswinging. Because of the injury, he has to show more 
control and refrain from trying to launch everything out of the park. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: RHP Greg Maddux throws every day; 
sometimes it’s as simple as playing catch with his son or an early 


side session. It’s part of the reason he has avoided injuries. Maddux did more cardiovascular 
work in the offseason and started 2-0 for the first time since 2002. —Carrie Muskat 


CINCINNATI REDS 


Reds G.M. Wayne Krivsky couldn't resist 
trading for Brandon Phillips, formerly the 
Indians’ top prospect. Phillips, 24, has a 
teputation as a good defensive shortstop 
and second baseman. The team has a 
logjam at second, but manager Jerry 
Narron says he'll try to get Phillips in the 
lineup, possibly in the outfield. ... Because 
3B Edwin Encamacion is just 23, Narron 
knows he might have to protect 
Encamacion by resting him when matchups 
aren't favorable. He also needs to work on 
his fielding. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
LHP Eric Milton began throwing from the 
first base side of the rubber during spring 
training. He believes the change helps him 
shield his release, especially against 
righthanded hitters. That makes his stuff 
more deceptive. —Mark Sheldon 


MILWAUKEE BREWERS 


HOUSTON ASTROS 


2B Craig Biggio continues to hit leadoff 
instead of CF Willy Taveras mainly 
because manager Phil Garner thinks the 
bottom of the order will create RBI 
chances for the No. 1 hitter. Taveras isn’t a 
proven run producer. ... The team has 
greater flexibility because it is carrying two 
lefthanded relievers, Trever Miller and 
Mike Gallo. Now a lefty can be used early 
and another still is available later for a 
situational matchup. Miller has been 
drawing more late-game assignments. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: After relying 
heavily on the bunt last season, Taveras is 
swinging away more this year. He is staying 
on the breaking ball better this season, 
which Gamer calls a “blueprint of 
success,” Taveras isn’t driving balls yet, but 
he's hitting them hard. —Alyson Footer 


RHP Dave Bush consistently throws strikes, but the Cardinals took advantage of that last 
week by striking early in the count. Bush needs to use his breaking ball—a “slurve’—more to 
keep hitters off-balance. ... RHP Jose Capellan is not the hard thrower he once was. Instead 
of throwing 98-100 mph, he hits 92-94, even after moving to the bullpen last season. The 
team believes Capellan can make up for the loss of velocity by throwing more strikes. 

SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: CF Brady Clark had only one multihit performance in his first 11 
games. Hitting coach Butch Wynegar thought Clark was crouched too low at the plate, which 
led to an uppercut swing that produced popups. Clark has tried standing more upright. When 
he's hitting well, Clark sprays the ball to all fields and draws walks. —Adam McCalvy 


PITTSBURGH PIRATES 


Craig Wilson takes over at first base for 
Sean Casey (back), who will be out six to 
eight weeks. Wilson has had an early 
power surge, but he also had trouble 
cracking the lineup; he was backing up 
Casey and RF Jeromy Burnitz, who were 
brought in because Wilson couldn't stay 
healthy last year. Wilson is not as sound 
defensively as Casey. ... It appears likely 
that RHP Salomon Torres will get a lot of 
work in relief. He began the week having 
pitched in eight of the first 13 games. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: LHP Mike 
Gonzalez, a closer, will not pitch 
exclusively in the ninth inning. If the 
opposition’s best lefthanded hitters are 
due up in the eighth, Gonzalez will pitch 
the eighth, and RHP Roberto Hernandez 
will try to close the game. —Ed Eagle 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


Closer Jason Isringhausen has been off 
largely because he lacks a feel for his 
signature pitch, the cut fastball. 
Isringhausen is comfortable with his other 
pitches, but his cutter has been moving too 
much at times. That pitch has become 
Critical to his success in recent years. ... 
The bullpen as a whole has struggled, but 
rookie RHP Adam Wainwright has been 
impressive. He has very good stuff and has 
been throwing strikes. His role could grow. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: New Busch 
Stadium appeared to play fairly neutral in 
its first days. CF Jim Edmonds, however, is 
trying to adjust to the different sound of 
the ball off the bat. He says the open 
outfield leads to a quieter sound compared 
with the old ballpark. As a result, he needs 
to adust his reads. —Matthew Leach 


oa 
= 
z 
3 
= 
= 
o 
2 
= 
= =) 
S 


the Sucky Second 


ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS 


After being shut down by Brewers RHP Dave Bush, LF Luis 
Gonzalez pointed out that Brewers C Damian Miller, a former 
teammate, may have played a big role. Gonzalez believes catchers 
study hitters on their own team as well as hitters on other clubs 
and that Miller knows Gonzalez’s strengths and weaknesses. ... 
RHP Claudio Vargas was successful in his first start for the same 
reason he had success at times last year—he kept the ball down. 
When Vargas pounds the bottom of the zone, hitters struggle to 
lift his pitches. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 1B Conor Jackson 
has a game plan every time he goes to the plate; that’s a big 
reason the club is high on him. He has a tremendous fee! for the 
strike zone and is very patient. Until he gets to two strikes, he'll 
look for pitches in a certain area; if they're not thrown in that 
area, he'll take them. —Steve Gilbert 


COLORADO ROCKIES 

After a rough opening series at home, leadoff man Cory Sullivan had 
seven extra-base hits during a six-game trip. Sullivan remains a 
good fastball hitter and has leamed to wait on off-speed pitches, 
which used to tie him up. ... Manager Clint Hurdle got immediate 
results when he moved 3B Garrett Atkins up one spot to cleanup 
by swapping him with LF Matt Holliday. Atkins is less prone to 
strikeouts, though Holliday, when he's on, has more power. ... 

LHP Jeff Francis continues to tinker with his delivery. He is getting 
results with a more controlled leg kick and crisper hand action as he 
releases the ball. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: RF Brad Hawpe used 
to have a complicated approach at the plate that included bouncing 
hands and a slight leg kick. Now, he has eliminated most of that 
movement, which had created holes. As a result, he has more power 
to the opposite-field gap and is more consistent. Thomas Harding 


@ In a horrible case of deja vu, Mets manager Willie 
Randolph spots Mike Cameron before the game, tosses a 
water bottle in his direction and yells, “Catch, slugger!” Out 
of nowhere, Carlos Beltran sprints over, dives to catch the 
bottle and collides headfirst with Cameron. 


m@ Same great 
rivalry, same MVP 
candidates at first 
base, same intense 
managers, new 
ballpark. One of the 
least-publicized 
features of new 
Busch Stadium is 


Baseman Converter. 


Just load it up with subpar second basemen and morph 
them into one well-rounded player. Todd Walker, Neifi 


Perez, Jerry Hairston, Hector Luna and Aaron Miles in ... 
and Bo Hart out? OK, so it still needs some fine-tuning. 


§ Jeff Weaver to 
former Dodgers pal 
Milton Bradley: 
“What's it like to play 
for a team with such 
a wild clubhouse?” 
Bradley to Weaver: 
“What's it like to play 
for an L.A. team that 
actually has a clue?” 


Murray 


— 


LOS ANGELES DODGERS 


The bullpen was further shuffled last 
week after RHP Yhency Brazoban 
(elbow) was lost for the season. 
Brazoban’s injury provides 

RHP Takashi Saito an opportunity to 
work late in games. Saito began the 
week with an 0.00 ERA in 474 innings. 
... IF Cesar Izturis (elbow surgery) is 
practicing double-play pivots at 
second base. With Rafael Furcal now 
at shortstop, Izturis—L.A’s former 
starter at the position—has been 
asked to accept a utility role. 

SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Some of 
the credit for the team’s improvement 
at the plate should go to hitting coach 
Eddie Murray. Rather than preach a 
team philosophy, the Hall of Famer 
deals with hitters individually. He 
emphasizes patience and batting 
posture. Murray has earned praise 
from CF Jason Repko, who began the 
week batting .333. —Ken Gumick 


Dream week 


April 20-26 


THURSDAY, 4/20 
Mets at Padres 


FRIDAY, 4/21 
Cubs at Cardinals 


SATURDAY, 4/22 
Angels at Athletics 


SUNDAY, 4/23 
Braves at Nationals 


MONDAY, 4/24 
White Sox at Mariners 


TUESDAY, 4/25 
Dodgers at Astros 


WEDNESDAY, 4/26 
Red Sox at Indians 


CORDES FOR TSN 
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SAN DIEGO PADRES 


SS Khalil Greene's early-season power display has teammates 
wondering what he'll do over the course of a full season. Powerfully 
built at 5-11, 210, Greene was limited by injuries in his first two 
seasons; he played 139 and 121 games and hit 15 homers each 
year. Teammates say 25 homers and 85 to 90 RBIs are well within 
his reach. ... The bullpen has been good. RHP Scott Linebrink 
looks dominant in his setup role. LHP Alan Embree has been 
impressive, and RHPs Scott Cassidy and Brian Sweeney have 
done well in middle relief. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: RHP Woody 
Williams is proving it’s never too late to add a new trick. Williams, 
39, now throws a knuckleball on occasion, which gives hitters one 
more thing to think about. C Doug Mirabelli says it's a harder 
knuckleball than the one thrown by RHP Tim Wakefield, a 
teammate of Mirabelli’s with the Red Sox. —Lyle Spencer 


SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS 

RHP Armando Benitez (knee) is getting ready to return from the 
disabled list, so RHP Tim Worrell’s days as closer are numbered. 
The team wants Benitez to pitch in simulated games to make sure 
he's healthy. Worrell has shown no signs of age or injuries; his 
fastball still is strong and unerring. ... 2B Ray Durham's foot 
problems have abated, and he's finding a home in the No. 3 
lineup spot. Durham's good health is critical to keeping the top of 
the order humming. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: LHP Steve Kline 
is relearning how to pitch to lefthanded hitters, who rocked him in 
2005. He had gotten away from the nuances of throwing to them 
because he had concentrated on his weakness, which is pitching 
to righthanded hitters. Kline tried to be too fine on every pitch and 
left many high. He's also in better shape now and is trying to relax 
on the mound. The early results are encouraging. —Rich Draper 


Nationals third baseman Ryan Zimmerman was 6 years 
old in 1990-the last time the Braves didn’t win their 
division. It also was the last season in which John Smoltz 
needed a comb. 


What a display of 
talent from the Far 
East: We have Ichiro 
Suzuki, Tadahito 
Iguchi and Kenji 
Johjima in the 
starting lineups, and 
if you visit the men’s 
room directly behind 
first base on the second level, you'll find former White 
Sox closer Shingo Takatsu replacing the urinal cakes. 


In a special pregame 
ceremony, the Dodgers’ Jose 
Cruz is joined on the field by 
his father, Astros first base 
coach Jose Cruz. The crowd is 
treated to a 20-minute video 
highlighting dad’s 2,251-hit "1 
career—and a 12-second clip 
of the time his son reached 
third base in 2003. 


—B It's the first series between the A.L. powerhouses since 


their big offseason trade. That big grin on Chief Wahoo’s 
face has a new meaning: The Indians found someone to 
take David Riske off their hands. —Chris Bahr 
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NASCAR 


INSIDER, 


Ispencer@sportingnews.com Ispencer@sportingnews.com iews.com 
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Keeping cool, calm and collected will help the Cat in the Hat 
weather Roush Racing's latest storm. 


The aim of musical chairs 
is to hit a positive note 


Three of his teams are lagging in the points race, so Roush decided it was time to make changes. 


his is certainly not the 2005 
version of Roush Racing— 
all five of its Nextel Cup 
teams appeared to saunter 
effortlessly into the Chase. 

With Jamie McMurray, Carl 
Edwards and Greg Biffle 21st, 22nd 
and 23rd in this season’s points 
standings, Jack Roush had no 
alternative to pulling the trigger. 
Last Thursday, he did. 

Roush shifted his managerial 
lineup without warning. He moved 
longtime crew chief Jimmy Fennig 
off of his Nextel Cup roster with 
McMurray and into the Busch 
Series garage. Edwards’ chief, Bob 
Osborne, now will oversee 
McMurray’s effort. Head engineer 
Wally Brown takes over as 
Edwards’ crew chief. 

At this time last season, Biffle 
was second in points. The No. 97 
team with Kurt Busch, which 
switched to No. 26 in the offseason 
and brought in McMurray, was 
fourth. In his Chip Ganassi Racing 
ride, McMurray was 14th, one 
position behind Edwards. Mark 
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Martin—as usual—was 
comfortably in the top 10. Only 
Matt Kenseth was lagging, back in 
21st, but he battled back and 
made the Chase. 

Biffle’s team and equipment are 
equal to what they were in 2005, 
and his effort has not changed. His 
luck simply has not held up in ’06. 
Biffle’s engine failed at California, 
and he has endured other 
unavoidable incidents, such as 
getting punted by Busch at Texas. 

As she did to Biffle, Lady Luck 
has left Edwards with plenty of 
catching up to do between now 
and September. Roush’s latest 
experiment on the No. 99 Ford— 
moving Brown into the chief's role 
and putting Jim Ryder in Brown's 
engineer position—is not much 
different from the strategy 
Hendrick Motorsports used when 
crew chief Chad Knaus was 
suspended from the No. 48 and 
Darian Grubb assumed command. 

Brown has a built-in comfort 
level. He understands the systems 
in place with the No. 99 and has 


known Edwards for more than a 
decade. Whether Brown is ready 
to inherit the responsibility and 
exercise the leadership that can 
thrust that team to the next level 
remains to be seen. 

Fennig’s departure from Cup 
involves two key elements. With 
36 years in racing, Fennig will 
make a huge difference in building 
the organization’s farm system. 
His mentoring of young drivers is 
unmatched; he proved that by 
shepherding Busch to his—and 
Roush Racing’s—first Cup title. 
Fennig also has admitted he'd like 
to spend more time at home with 
his teen-aged children. 

Roush moved Osborne, his star 
chief, to the No. 26 for one reason: 
McMurray has not performed at 
the level that had been expected. 
But Roush has assured Edwards, 
his blue-chip young driver, 
Osborne will be back if McMurray 
still is lackluster after a 90-day trial 
period. But if the Cat in the Hat 
made the right call, that won’t be 
necessary. TSN 
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Considering Matt Kenseth’s 
amazing comeback when he 
qualified for the Chase last 
season, no one should be 
surprised that the No. 17 isa 
championship contender this 
season. Kenseth is 
tremendously talented, and 
crew chief Robbie Reiser 
deserves kudos for continuing 
to reinvent the team. 


ERIK PEREL FOR TSN 


Given the strength of the 
2006 rookie class, it's 
surprising that the top finish 
by a freshman so far was 

's fourth-place 
finish at Texas. Expect 
Hamlin, who is sandwiched 
between Clint Bowyer and 
Martin Truex Jr. at 14th in the 
points standings, to be the 
first rookie to win a points 
race. 
The 14 Cup drivers who 
participated in the Busch test 
at Richmond will have an 
advantage when the Busch 
and Cup tours return to race 
at RIR on May 5 and 6. Two 
tests are always better than 
one. 


Tough as nails, strong as oak, and 


fast as an 18-volt circular saw. 


Join the team and get inside the racing experience with Lowe's. 


As a teammate of Jimmie Johnson and over 800,000 other Team Lowe's Fan Club members, you ll receive 
exclusive NASCAR offers, including a FREE subscription to the racing publication Track Record, FREE member access to 
lowesracing.com and discounts on Team Lowe's Racing merchandise. To join Team 48, the Lowe's Racing Team, and 
get ready for an unbelievable year of racing, go to your local Lowe's store, visit lowesracing.com or call 877.61.LOWES. 


NASCAR 


Two of Kyle Busch’s crew members, Dean Mozingo and Tim Kuhn, A wise, solemn and 
built a racetrack in the parking lot of Hendrick Motorsports’ sprawling * 
complex near Charlotte. Tape serves as the start-finish line. The walls are proper NASCAR writer 
made of boxes of Kellogg’s Frosted Flakes. ' i 

Mozingo won't race on this day—he has to get the hauler to the real wouldn t mention the 
race—but he’s a regular participant when the team breaks out the fight between women 
radio-controlled cars. “I had a nice one,’ he says. “Then my 14-year-old h | 
got a hold of it, and | haven't seen it since.’ at the last race. 

No surprise there. These cars are addictive. Play with one for five H 
minutes and you'll have an uncontrollable urge to get good at racing it. | am no such writer. 

Racing radio-controlled cars is popular among NASCAR drivers, who Storm Matt Crossman's pit stall at 
are some of the most obsessive people you'll meet. The Busch brothers, sportingnews.com. 

Tony Stewart, Jeremy Mayfield, Kevin Harvick and Martin Truex, to 


mention a few, play with them. 
For Kyle Busch and his 
team, the cars represent 
a chance to bond. Busch 
bought a car—costing 
$300-—for everyone on 
his team who wanted 
[ 972: one. They talk trash, tinker 
with springs (seriously) 
and debate which tire 


3 ‘ compound is best for 
The driver: which surface (ditto). 


“When we first all got 
A.J. Foyt. them, we were taking 


them to tests, running 
The race: them around hotel 
parking lots, having a 
Daytona® 500. good time, breaking some 
parts,” Busch says. 
. His sponsor adds fun 
The motor oil: and games on top of the 
Valvoli fun and games. Kellogg's 
aivoine. gave the winner of a race 
at Hendrick Motorsports = co <4 ‘ CS eS 
tickets to Disney World. Whit Satterwhite, Kyle Busch’s tire specialist, ensures nobody has an advantage— 
—Matt Crossman or perhaps gives himself a slight one—before a race in the Hendrick parking lot. 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


The result: 
Big, shiny trophy 


and kiss from SporTiNG News fantasy experts Vinnie lyer and Roger Kuznia predict race winners and debate Nextel Cup issues 


every week. Follow their feud in the magazine and at sportingnews.com/nascar/pitbox. 


retty girl. “tT wari . 
pretty § Who will win at Phoenix? 
Roger: It’s fitting that this race is the Subway Fresh Vinnie: Who would you rather have as your mascot, 
500, Vinnie. You will owe me a club sandwich after my Tony the Tiger or some weight watcher named Jared? 
pick triumphs. - 


> me = It's obvious which one 
(A - Roger likes, but there’s 
ss nothing as grrreat as 
the taste of victory, 
which is what I'll have 


will be 
dominant. Throw out 
his rocky 2005-this 
has been Junior's track. 


Valvoline. 


He has won twice at © when 

Phoenix and has two 2 flattens everyone on 
TESTED ON THE TRACK. other top five finishes. @ the Phoenix flat track 
TRUSTED ON THE ROAD: Kyle Busch is fast, but A again. It’s no Valley of 

face it: 8 is great. Extra = the Son for Dale Jr— 

lettuce on my 3 he'll get dusted in the 

sandwich, pal. = desert. 


To play fantasy Ultimate Fantasy Stock Car, go to fantasygames.sportingnews.com/stockcar/season1/ultimate. 
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DARRELL WALTRIP EDITION 


Prototype vehicle shown, production model may vary. ©2006 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. 


One bad ol’ Good ol’ boy. 


DARRELL WALTRIP 
EDITION TUNDRA 


This limited-edition 
Tundra is the same 
durable truck you'd 
expect from Toyota, 
with a little boost 
from “Jaws” himself. 
Featuring 18" TRD 
wheels, the #11 
badge, race-inspired 
decals and a front 
grille you won't find 
on any other Tundra. 
It’s the ultimate 
show of allegiance 
to one of racing’s 
all-time greats. 
Check out 
toyota.com/dw 

for more info. 


| NASCAR 
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Cup testing in preparation for the 
May 6 race at Richmond International 
Raceway concluded last Thursday, 

's topped the charts with a 
speed of 126.802 mph. Currently 10th 
in points, Mears has blossomed under 
crew chief Donnie Wingo and is 
showing signs that this could be his 
breakthrough season. But considering 
Mears finished 28th in last season's 
spring race at Richmond and has an 
average finish of 31.2 at the track, his 


cky Rudd's 
performance there comes as a surprise. Mears self-imposed sabbatical and W e's ( AKES 


All three Richard Childress Racing drivers made big moves in the points standings at Texas Motor 
Speedway—a testament to Richard Childress’ increasing involvement in his race operation and his 
dedication to revamping his aerodynamic program. Kevin Harvick’s second top five of the season elevated 
the No. 29 Chevrolet from 12th to ninth inthe standings. Jeff Burton's sixth-place finish, his third top 10 in 
2006, vaulted the No. 31 team from 21st to 16th. Rookie Clint Bowyer improved his position from 16th to 
13th with a 19th-place finish. Bowyer leads the other six rookie of the year candidates in the standings. 


ERIK PEREL FOR TSN 


come from the pole. > 


was not the only surprise among the fastest retirement make Mark Me f . ; 
competitors. r, Jeff Green and and Schrader the only drivers remaining on the There's a better way to schedule | 
Mears’ Ganassi teammate David S 1 Were tour who have competed in all 19 Cup races at the first five Nextel Cup races 
also among the top 10. Last year's Richmond race Phoenix International Raceway. Martin has 13 a 
winner, Kase) ne, was 25th in the test. > At top 10s; sch's current streak of four Daytona 500. 
this time last year, Kahne, the driver of the No. 9, consecutive top 10s leads the tour.A Dodge has Keep the tradition going. 
was 23rd in points—where he finished the season. never won at Phoenix, and Chevrolet drivers have Las Vegas. This should be the first of two 
Now, he’s third, 46 points behind ieauer i ; won hice of the past four events, including | ois cance the 'tourinteriational 
. The two greatest factors contributing to usch in November. has an average ... and to a place where it’s sunny and warm. 

Kahne’s success are Dodge's continued work on starting spot of 9.7 and average finish of 8.9 in 14 Phoenix. Keep the warm theme going in the 
the Charger and the addition of crew chief starts, but he has never won a Cup race at Arizona desert. 

is. Something that is curious regarding Phoenix. > After missing the season opener at —‘| Atlanta. Closer to home for the crews before 


Kahne’s success: All three of his career wins have Daytona and being forced to qualify on time for 


Back stretch: 1.551 toet / 0 


Front stretch: 1,179 feet / 0 


consecutive short track dates. —L.S. 


the four subsequent races, t 

Riggs posted back-to-back top 

: . y 10s before the break. Riggs’ 
G7 seventh-place finish at Texas was 
a his best of the season and 
elevated the team to 28th in 
points. > The Nextel Pit Crew 
Challenge is moving uptown. Last 
year's inaugural event took place 
at the Charlotte Coliseum. This 
year the top Cup crews will 
compete at Bobcats Arena on 
May 17. Teams will be able to 
prepare May 8-10. > Expect to 
see Michael Waltrip Racing 
sporting a car in the Busch : 
serles is summer. Hendrick H * # Hawoline 
engines will be under the hood, 
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Sludge robs your car of power and and the chassis will be | With Wingo calling the shots, Mears has 


acceleration. Castro! GTX: Maximum developed by Toyota. 
protection against sludge buildup. 
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performed much better this season. 


F agate FN tractor: 
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INSIDER (KAREN PRICE 


Motown, Jersey, Anaheim, Ottawa and Philly—five places ) 


no NHL team wants to visit in the coming weeks. 


Danger signs dot 
the road to the Cup 


team needs a number of 
elements to come together 
during the two-month 
postseason for it to win 
the Stanley Cup: 

@ A hot goaltender. 

@ Depth. 

@ Health. 

@ Luck. 

Such pieces are in place for five 
teams: 

Red Wings. They're the total 
package. They set an NHL record 
for most road wins in a season. 
They were second in both goals 
scored and fewest goals allowed 
heading into the season’s final 
week. Detroit has the talent to get 
fancy, but it also excels at 
simplifying the game—it can be 
patient with the puck and jump in 
when chances develop. The West 
is the Wings’ to lose. 

Devils. Having to face 
goaltender Martin Brodeur is 
scary enough for opponents, but 
New Jersey also is playing its 
style of hockey very well heading 
into the postseason. Left winger 
Patrik Elias has come alive, and 
right winger Brian Gionta and 
center/left winger Scott Gomez 
are having career years. Plus, the 


& BLOG ALERT 


The Ducks and the 


Devils could get ona 
roll if they push through 


their first matchups. 
Think Kara Yorio is right about the 

'03 Cup finalists? Give her a shout at 

sportingnews.com. 
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teams that gave the Devils the 
most trouble this season—the 
Penguins, Islanders and Maple 
Leafs—are playing golf. 

Ducks. They've been one of the 
league’s best teams since 
Thanksgiving and have gotten 
even better since the Olympic 
break. 

Goaltender Jean-Sebastien 
Giguere is back to his 2003 form 
that lifted Anaheim to the 
Stanley Cup finals. A rejuvenated 
Teemu Selanne is one of the 
West's best forwards. Andy 
McDonald might be the league's 
most underrated forward. 
Defenseman Scott Niedermayer 
again is a favorite to win the 
Norris Trophy. 

And the Ducks, like 
the Hurricanes, have a 
no-one-believed-but-us solidarity 
that helps take teams a long way 
in the postseason. 

Senators. They've broken 
many fans’ hearts before, but 
something is different this 
season. 

Take their game against the 
Thrashers on April 3. Right 
winger Daniel Alfredsson, their 
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Opponents must beware of the Devils’ Brodeur come playoff time. 


So were their top three 
defensemen: Zdeno Chara, Wade 
Redden and Chris Phillips. The 
Thrashers were battling for a 
playoff spot and desperately 
needed the two points. 

The Senators still won, 6-4. 
Their goaltending is suspect 
because of Dominik Hasek’s groin 
injury and Ray Emery’s 
inexperience, but winger Martin 
Havlat finally is healthy, which 
makes the offense even more 
potent. 

Flyers. Given their 
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expected to be playing in late 
May, let alone June. But the skills 
of goalies Robert Esche and 
Antero Niittymaki coupled with 
coach Ken Hitchcock’s instincts 
for managing the postseason 
make Philadelphia a threat. 

If center/left winger Peter 
Forsberg can get healthy and stay 
on the ice, the Flyers could be 
more dangerous. 

But the real reason no team 
likes to play the Flyers in the 
postseason is that their 
opponents know they will pay a 


second-leading scorer, was out. 


inconsistency, they aren’t 


hefty physical price. TSN 


Lightning likely will have to settle for just getting in 


The odds have been against the Lightning 
repeating as Stanley Cup champions from the start. 
The NHUs last back-to-back titlists were the Red 
Wings in 1997 and 1998. 

“Quite frankly, you have to get a little lucky to win 
in the playoffs,” says Devils winger Jamie 
Langenbrunner, who has won Cups with the Devils 
and the Stars. “You have to get the right bounce at 
the right time, and it just doesn’t happen every year.” 

It's doubtful it will happen for the Lightning this year. 

The champs struggled to hang on to the eighth 


and final playoff spot in the Eastern Conference. They 
were a .500 team on the road this season and failed 
to put away lesser clubs down the stretch. Those 
aren't signs of a team capable of knocking off a high 
seed. 

Their biggest problem is the lack of a clear No. 1 
goalie. Nikolai Khabibulin, one of the keys to the 
championship in 2004, signed with the Blackhawks 
as a free agent in the offseason. Neither of Tampa 
Bay's current goalies, John Grahame and Sean Burke, 
has taken charge in the net. 
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IT'S THE MOST INTENSE JOURNEY IN ALL 
OF SPORTS AND ONLY ONE TEAM WILL 
REACH THE LEGENDARY CUP. 


EXPERIENCE ALL THE EPIC PLAYOFF ACTION ON OLN. 


(Its stilla big man's game, and the Bick never have looked smaller. ) 


Celtics must grow up— 
in more ways than one 


esperate for something 
resembling a positive 
karmic experience, the 
Celtics rolled out their 
great Augustus last week. 

Ostensibly, Red Auerbach was 
there to see an award being given 
to Paul Pierce. But Auerbach 
stayed around to watcha 
thoroughly unwatchable game 
against New Jersey from his 
wheelchair, and the team wasn’t 
going to pass up the chance to 
scare its kids into compliance one 
last time this season. 

So the last true giant of NBA 
giants—frail at age 88 yet 
somehow retaining his old 
vitality—addressed this team of 
children after a 79-74 loss and 
scolded them for their lack of 
effort, chided them for their lousy 
execution, then seamlessly 
switched from curmudgeon to 
patriarch to remind them that 
they would learn how to win 
someday. 

Everyone agreed it was all very 
helpful and inspiring, but 
something tells me the Celtics 
would be best served if Red just 
turned to Danny Ainge and said, 
“You're spinning your wheels 
here.” 

Honest, I’m trying to find nice 
things to write about the C’s. 
They still are one of the great 
institutions in sports, with 
perhaps the most passionate and 
knowledgeable fan base in the 
league. But once you get past 
acknowledging that Pierce just 
had his best season (which 
hardly anyone noticed), what else 
is there for next season? 

OK, let’s try: Gerald Green, 
master of levitation with parking 
lot range, will be a player after 
they get a body on him in two 
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years. Ryan Gomes is a keeper, 
though undersized (6-7, 250). 
Delonte West is a good combo 
type, but judging by the team’s 
turnovers (second most in the 
league), it needs a true point. 
Wally Szezerbiak will be a good 
system guy to play off Pierce, 
though he'll be coming back from 
knee surgery. 

And | just said nothing the 
average C’s fan didn’t know 
months ago. I wonder whether 
Ainge, that brain-typing rascal, 


Look it up: No 
Celtics big man—and 
don’t go around 
calling Antoine Walker 
a big man—has 
averaged more than 
12.0 points over a full 
season since Dino 
Radja scored 19.7 per 
game in 1995-96. 
Neither Perkins nor 
Jefferson is likely to 
be the next. These 
two cannot be your 


has any reason to feel better cornerstones. 
about this team’s future now. The C’s are out of 
The real problem is that the playoffs for the 


first time in five 
years. They’re 
impossibly young in 
all the bad ways: 
They’ve lost 16 
games by four points 
or fewer. Maybe they 
will take a step next season and 
grow up a little. But until Ainge 
takes the necessary steps to add 
quality length, the needle will 
remain stuck. TSN 


Boston continues to sell Kendrick 
Perkins and Al Jefferson as 
building blocks, and I just don’t 
get it. Perkins, an iron-worker 
type any coach would like, is 
foul-prone with a high school 
learning curve. Jefferson has 
more skill, but he couldn’t jump 
even if he had two good ankles— 
which he'll probably never have 
because he tapes only under the 
threat of a fine. 


Even when held together with 
tape, Jefferson isn’t a solid 
building block for Boston. 


Keep up with the playoffs at 
sportingnews.com. 


a three-game road trip last week—they have a 
pretty good reason: Minnesota needs one of 


Further proof we're moving inexorably toward 
another golden age of scoring stars: Wizards 


PG Gilbert Arenas, Cavaliers SF L the top 10 draft spots to keep its first-round 
, Lakers SG Kobe Bryant and 76ers pick. Otherwise it goes to the Clippers in the 
PG Allen Iverson all have scored 40-plus PG a -for-PG Marko Jaric deal. 


10 times this season. That's the first time four 
players have done it in one season since 1961-62 
(names: Baylor, Bellamy, Pettit, West, Chamberlain). 
> Pacers president La ird insists coach Ric 

isle will return next season, but Bird implies he’s 
ready to blow up the roster this summer. “Won't be much 
golf this offseason,’ he told The Indianapolis Star. > If 
you've been wondering why the Timberwolves flagrantly 
tanked in the last two weeks of the season—PF Kevi 

t and SG Ric! s didn’t even join the team on 


> Contrary to agent-driven rumors, University of 
Kentucky coach Tub h will not become the 
Bobcats’ coach next season. . Stil, Bobcats G.M-coach 

ff hasn't decided whether he'll return to 

the sideline ea one more year. Want SF Dz 
this summer? Just send cab fare: The Blazers’ 
knucklehead was asked to dress despite a sore knee last 
week, but after never leaving the bench in the first half he 
decided to change into his suit at halftime. The Blazers 
sent him home from the road trip. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


decourcy @ sportingnews.com 


Big Baby's formula for summer 2006: rice cakes. ) 
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Time to lose the Baby fat 


f LSU big man Glen 

Davis does what he 

should this summer, 

his smiles will be 

fewer and so will his 
meals. It is not fun to be 
on a diet. It is hard. It is 
much more difficult than 
trying to score a basket 
against the UCLA 
defense. 

But a diet is what 
Davis needs. During the 
NCAA Tournament, he 
and Tigers coach John 
Brady joked about Davis’ 
weight being in the 
neighborhood of 320 
pounds, depending on 
what Big Baby ate for 
breakfast. 

It was funny then. It is 
time to get serious now. 

Davis insists he wants 
a career in basketball. If 
he wants the kind of 
career he is capable of 
having, he needs to be at 
a more normal basketball weight. 
Remember, this is not Shaquille 
O’Neal, whose 300-plus pounds 
are packed onto a 7-1 frame. 
Davis is 6-9. 

“I would tell him, ‘This is what 
you want to do to have a good 
long life,’ ” says David Thorpe, 
executive director of the Five Star 
Pro Training Center. “There’s 50 
pounds to take off him—and if I’m 
wrong, I’m only wrong by 10 
pounds. He'll be a much better 


If Davis stops chasing doughnuts, he’ll be better 
able to chase the basketball next season. 


player if he loses weight.” 
Thorpe’s qualification to speak 
on this issue will be obvious to 
anyone who watched Udonis 
Haslem play for Florida in the 
2000 Final Four and again last 
spring in the NBA playoffs. 
Haslem was a bulky, wide-body 
post player at Florida. It worked 
for him. It worked for the Gators. It 
was not going to work in the NBA. 
So after one year playing in 
France, Haslem trained with 


© BLOG ALERT 


Losing recruits during a coaching switch 
is the norm. Going into recruiting battles wy 
late and emerging as the winner isn't. 


Rivals.com’s Andrew Skwara is impressed with lowa State coach Greg 
McDermott’ start on the recruiting trail. Get the latest recruiting rumors and 


rankings at sportingnews.com/cbasketball. 


Thorpe and 
completely remade his 
body and his game. 

Also under 
Thorpe’s supervision, 
Florida State center 
Alexander Johnson 
dropped 25 pounds 
and added a few new 
scoring moves in six 
weeks last summer. 
This was the result of 
smarter eating and 
intense workouts, not 
starvation. So as long 
as Davis can get used 
to grilled chicken, he 
can get through this. 

Thorpe, concerned 
about the pounding 
Davis’ joints would 
take through 80-plus 
games per NBA 
season, was talking 
about this issue even 
before UCLA ran 
Davis into exhaustion 
at the Final Four. 

“No one can question how 
nimble he is,” Thorpe says. 
“He’s got incredible agility for 
a guy his size. He’s got an 
arsenal of moves that won’t 
be affected by losing weight. 
But instead of finger-rolling 
balls at the rim, he'll be 
dunking.” 

Thorpe noticed that after 
Haslem’s metamorphosis he 
was running down loose 
rebounds that weren't even a 
consideration before. Davis 
averaged 9.7 rebounds as an 
LSU sophomore, even though 
he couldn’t get to those kinds 
of balls. 

“Glen probably has no idea 
what it’s like to be in great 
shape,” Thorpe says. 

It’s a long road to get there, 
but it will shorten the distance 
between one basketball goal 
and the other. TSN 
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Rumors that new Kansas State coach 


Bob Huggins has locked up elite high 
school juniors 0.J. Mayo and Bill Walker 
of Cincinnati are premature. A source 
connected to both players says they 


haven't made up their minds about 
anything regarding the recruiting process 
and adds that convincing them to spend 
their college year(s) in Manhattan, Kan., 
will be a tough sell. Mayo is the best big 
point guard in prep basketball since 
Jason Kidd. 

Walker is a 

freakish IN 

athlete SIDE 
whose 

- *DISH 
rapidly 

growing. > 

One thing Duke PF Josh 

McRoberts should consider in deciding 
whether to enter the NBA draft is how 
effective Mike Krzyzewski is at featuring 
his star-quality players. C Shelden 
Williams, a far less skilled offensive 
player than MoRoberts, became a 
consensus All-American by sticking 
around. McRoberts would get plenty of 
touches as a Duke sophomore. > 

St. John’s enjoyed a huge recruiting 
week, landing wings Derwin Kitchen of 
Jacksonville, Fla., and Avery Patterson 
of lowa Western Community College. 
Both saw their positions were wide open 
for next season. > Ohio State assistant 
John Groce could have had his choice 
of three head coaching jobs this spring, 
but he couldn't walk away from the 
chance to coach Greg Oden and the 
other top freshmen he helped sign for 
the Buckeyes. > Florida showed losing 
players to early entry needn't be 
devastating, especially if the players 
haven't been entirely positive for their 
teams. Miami might be the next 
example. SG Guillermo Diaz is an elite 
athlete, but his stubborn approach hurt 
the Hurricanes. They'll need scoring 
punch to replace Diaz and Robert Hite, 
but they might not fall far. 
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|NSIDER @ MATT HAYES 


| don’t care what the experts think— 
Reggie Bush is a draft day mistake. y 


An NFL argument 
about who's No. 1 


PB oogled NFL draft and got 
| © 31.6 million possible web 
) w pages in 0.11 seconds. 
(et *) Now I see why Dan 
“5 Pompei makes the big 
bucks. 

So while Draft Boy Danny and 
the remaining 31.5999 mill or so 
fill your eyes and ears with 40 
times and projections and 
sleepers and busts, I'll take you 
another direction. If you don’t 
already think I’m an idiot, then 
you will soon enough. 

Reggie Bush isn’t the best 
player in this draft. He’s not even 
the best running back—his 
overweight if-he-ever-gets-his- 
Little-Debbie-eating-butt-in-shape 
teammate LenDale White is. 

Every scout and personnel 
man and fantasy football geek will 
tell you Reggie Bush is the next 
Barry Sanders. He has speed and 
moves and strength and blah, 
blah, blah. 

Did these guys watch the Rose 
Bowl? 

Look, I’m no NFL talent 


3 


evaluator, but I’ve got two eyes. 
When the teams’ talent levels 
were the same in the Rose Bowl, 
when the defense had as much or 
more speed as the Southern 
California offense, suddenly Bush 
didn’t look so untouchable, so 
incredible, so undeniably the best 
back in decades, as so many 
scouts have unequivocally 
claimed. 

Bush had 13 carries for 82 
yards and one score in the 
national title game. LenDale 
White had 20 carries for 124 
yards and three touchdowns. And 
when the Trojans needed two 
yards, when the game was on the 
line and needed to be salted 
away, White got the ball. An NFL 
scout told me that night that the 
USC staff gambled by not putting 
the ball in the hands of 
their best player, the 
guy who had the best 
chance to pick up 8 
the first down. 

I told him they did. 

Watch the Rose 


Urban Meyer has to feel like 
the little kid at recess who 
gets his lunch money stolen. 


Read Mike Farrell's blog at sportingnews.com and 
see why Mack Brown is picking on Meyer like he's 
wearing a pocket protector and Coke-bottle glasses. 
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Bowl again. Watch the USC 
offense try to stretch plays 
outside to create space for Bush. 
Watch how utterly fruitless it 
was. The Texas defense could 
run, and its front seven had 
fantastic lateral speed. And, in 
case you haven’t heard: NFL 
defenses can run. Really fast. 

USC obviously had rushing 
success against Texas, but the 
Trojans did so by running 
between the tackles. Bush (5-11, 
202) is not a between-the-tackles 
guy. He needs space to allow his 
moves and speed to take over. 

And enough with the Gale 
Sayers comparisons. I’m too 
young to have watched Sayers, 
but I know that D-linemen in the 
NFL in the 1960s were 240 pounds 
and ran 5.4 40s. D-linemen these 
days weigh nearly 300 pounds 
and run 4.7 40s. 

It's simple physiology. How 
many elite 200-pound running 
backs are there in the NFL? How 
many of them have the goods to 
be the No. 1 overall pick and be 
compared to Barry Sanders and 
Gale Sayers—merely two of 

the best backs in the 
history of pigskin? 

It doesn’t take 0.11 
seconds to figure that 

out. TSN 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


? 


QISH = 


added an oral 

commitment from Nick 
Fanuzzi—one of the nation’s top 
quarterback recruits for 2007—but 
that hasn’t stopped the Canes from 
recruiting the position, especially 
after losing oral commitments from 
Elite 11 quarterbacks Pat Devlin and 
Derek Shaw the past two recruiting 
seasons. And there could be a more 
pressing issue: Top backup Kirby 
Freeman is contemplating 
transferring. Should Freeman leave, 
starter Kyle Wright and incoming 
freshman Daniel Stegall would be 
the only scholarship players on the 
depth chart. > Doug Datish, Ohio 
State’s best lineman, has moved from 
guard to center to provide more 
stability and experience in the middle 
of the line, the foundation of the OSU 
power running game. The center 
position—manned by players such as 
LeCharles Bentley, Alex 
Stepanovich and Nick Mangold, all 
of whom will play in the NFL this fall— 
has been pivotal for the line and the 
offense since coach Jim Tressel’s 
arrival in 2001. > QB Brent 
Schaeffer, a junior college transfer, 
was penciled in as the starter at Ole 
Miss the day he signed. Rebels coach 
Ed Orgeron says the staff can’t 
spend too much time with Schaeffer 
this fall—that he “has to be ready to 
play” Ole Miss could be starting as 
many as three freshman receivers, 
and Orgeron wants Schaeffer to take 
ownership of the offense—and, more 
specifically, summer workouts. > The 
more comfortable QB Isaiah 
Stanback becomes in Washington’s 
West Coast offense, the more 
freedom he is given to run. 
Stanback’s athletic ability gives the 
Huskies another dimension at the 
position, as does his increasing 
knowledge of the offense. 


Insights from the editors of Fantasy Source Baseball, your online 
fantasy authority: fantasygames.sportingnews.com/baseball. 
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SQUEEZE 


BY CHRIS BAHR Ingo 
The only thing more excruciating owdown 
than listening to some blowhard bore 
you with analysis of his fantasy team(s) that help fantasy owners get W’s 


is listening to some clown cry about his 
injury-plagued squad. So, instead of whining—by 
the end of the first week of the season, | already had 
lost Chipper Jones, Coco Crisp and Mike Cameron in 
TSN’s experts league—I'm going to tell you how to 
persevere. 

Don’t panic. Take a deep breath and remind 
yourself that the regular season lasts 26 weeks. 
Because the season is so long, injuries are 
inevitable, and losing a couple players for two 
weeks isn’t the end of the world. And yes, drama 
queen, injuries are going to strike everyone's roster. 

Explore your depth. Remember how irrelevant 
those final 10 rounds of your draft seemed? Not 
anymore. That extra outfielder suddenly is much 


Such an exciting time for a fantasy 
owner—every team is contending, the box scores 
and standings are fun to check, players are 
breaking out, J.D. Drew hasn’t gotten hurt yet ... 

Sell high, and no, we're not talking 
about that stoner used car salesman with the $7 
haircut down the 
street. We're 
talking about 
what fantasy 
owners should do 
with surprise hot 
starters such as 
Jose Vidro and 
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more than roster filler. Before you make a Cory Sullivan. 
transaction, be sure you don’t have a reliable option 4 A 
stashed on your bench. Se SSS Sere ee ek 
: : : : , : wn an 
Scan the waiver wire. Unless your league is It’s time to take Betemit off the shelf again. m na ae 
ridiculously deep, there is free-agent help out He batted .305 as a part-timer in ’05. something to 


go. That's a lot of 
time. Sorry to be 
the bearer of bad 


there. If nothing else, pick up the major league 
replacement for the player who just hit the D.L. For instance, the Braves’ Wilson Betemit may not be 
a household name, but he hit pretty well when Chipper was out last year. 


Trades. Consider this your last resort because you must give up talent to acquire talent. You News, Kevin 
might be able to successfully address one short-term weakness, but you probably will create a long- Millwood. 
term weakness. After all, your injured player(s) will be back—you hope. —Brendan Roberts 


Feel better? Great. Now back away from the ledge and get to work on that roster. It’s time to 
check for an update on Car! Pavano’s sore buttocks. 


ke For the latest player updates and injury news, go to 


fantasysource.sportingnews.com/baseball/updates/daily. 
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Green light or just green? Starts during the three previous seasons 


when Braves SP Tim Hudson allowed five 


oP een nonaer, runs or more and pitched four innings or 
Padres. With Ryan Klesko ene been pel ed be gs 0 
likely out until atleast i rf wit 
June, Gonzalez becomes ~ performances. 


the starter. He showed 
plenty of potential in the 
minor leagues, and he’s 
producing now. 

Ruling: Green light. 


Foulke won't have a chance to 
reclaim the closer job if 
Papelbon keeps pitching as he 
has been. His stuff is nasty. 


Ruling: Green light. ED, 
Nick Markakis, OF, Orioles. 

Markakis is getting significant playing 

time, but considering the toughest 

pitching he had seen before this season 

was at Class AA, he’s a year away from 


being a solid outfield option. 
Ruling: Just green. —Roger Kuznia 
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Any year in which a skinny pitcher outhomers ) 
Barry Bonds is a very good year. 5. 


Bonds and baseball deserve what they get 


he happiest home run stat of early April 
is Bronson Arroyo 2, Barry Bonds 0. 
Bronson Arroyo is a pitcher, tall and 
skinny, 29 years old, four hits lifetime 
before this month, never a home run in 
the bushes or the bigs. The first two weeks, he 
had 2—and the BALCO Basher had 0. 

Another smiling note is Everybody's Hittin’ 
’Em and Barry’s Not. 

Chris Shelton 8, Albert Pujols 8, Travis 
Hafner 7, Jim Thome 7, Adam Dunn 7, Lance 
Berkman 6, Eric Chavez 6. Early in April, they 
were gaining on Babe and Hank while Barry 
was stuck on 708. 

Good. 

Not to wish ill to a great player. 

But maybe we could wish two or three knee 
surgeries and a few bone chips in the throwing 
elbow. They'd be reminders of a downside to a 
baseball player’s obsessive use of steroids in 
conjunction with obsessive weightlifting. The 
downside includes the likelihood of skeletal 
disintegration, organic degeneration and an 
inability to tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth to a federal grand jury. 

Which brings up another stat with a 
question mark. 

Perjury 1, Barry 0? 

Barry Bonds might have lied about his 
steroids use to a grand jury in the BALCO 
case. We won't know yea or nay on that fora 
long time, if ever. What we know now is that 
federal authorities have called another grand 
jury, this one to consider indicting Bonds for 
perjury. We also know the legal saw that a 
good prosecutor can get a grand jury to indict 
a ham sandwich. 

No surprise, then, to hear San Francisco 
Chronicle reporter Mark Fainaru-Wada say, “My 
sense is, they wouldn't go for an indictment if 
they couldn’t make it.” It was Fainaru-Wada 
and colleague Lance Williams who broke the 
BALCO story in 2003 and have owned it since. 
As Fainaru-Wada says, the question becomes: 
“What does Major League Baseball do if Bonds 
is indicted?" 

The choice is he plays or he sits. 


ae ma 
ES a = = 


ve 


You know, when Bonds hit his first home run, 
he was 5 pounds lighter and only a few years 
younger than Arroyo is now. 


If he plays, MLB will be accused of further 
condoning steroids use. 

If he is suspended, MLB will be accused of 
denying Bonds the right to work while his legal 
case moves through the judicial system. 

Either way, it won't be pretty for baseball. 
Nor should it be. Like Bonds, baseball should 
reap what it has sown. Virtually every other 
major sport in the world has had rules against 
steroids use for years. Baseball dallied until 
2002, a year after Bonds hit 73 home runs ina 
season. One need not be terminally cynical to 
look askance at MLB and its Players 
Association. It’s obvious the ruling powers 
condoned steroids use. After all, home runs 


NAM Y. HUH / AP 
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brought back customers lost when those 
pooh-bahs canceled much of the 1994 season 
and did what world wars and an earthquake 
had never done: call off a World Series. 

The Chronicle’s revelations of widespread 
steroids use in baseball provoked Congress 
to righteous fury. Only then did baseball 
move at all forcefully against the 
performance-enhancing drugs. Now a 
first-time offender can be suspended 50 games. 
(Still more lenient than in Olympic sports 
where one offense can produce a two-year 
suspension. Baseball sage Don Zimmer last 
week said, “Anybody using steroids ought to 
be kicked out immediately and forever.”) 

What a mess baseball has made for itself. If 
you doubt that, read the book by Williams and 
Fainaru-Wada: Game of Shadows: Barry Bonds, 
BALCO, and the Steroids Scandal that Rocked 
Professional Sports. 

It’s as full a story as we're likely to get of the 
spider's web of deceit spun by frauds, 
schemers, liars and cheaters who sold their 
souls for fame and riches. The book tells of 
dogged investigators rummaging through 
BALCO’s trash cans for documentary 
evidence. We hear a Bonds mistress report the 
player’s threat to kill her if she didn’t do his 
bidding. We see, however murkily, into the 
“game of shadows” where fierce competition, 
21st century chemistry and millions of dollars 
in revenue conspire to create a cold truth: 
cheat or lose. 

“Nationally,” Fainaru-Wada says, “the 
reaction to the book has been positive. People 
have told us how grateful they are.” In San 
Francisco, response has been “very negative.” 
One e-mail: “You are both parasites and 
sycophants who crawl out from under rocks 
when you have a chance to take a shot at a 
star.” 

No, they’re not that. 

They're reporters going where the story 
takes them. 

So far it has taken them places that baseball 
didn’t want to go. 


For that, all of us should be grateful. TSN 
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SUPER "9 DRAFT PRUE The complete history of every NFL draft 

from 1936 to 2005—every team, every player, 
every pick. Plus SportinG NEWS lists the Super 99 
Prospects for 2006—-the players expected to 
come off the draft boards first.” 


The Complete Pro Football Draft Encyclopedia is 
a combination of essays, first-person accounts, 
history and timeline plus-all the stats and facts, 
including: 
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Year-by-year drafts by team 
Picks that changed the game 
* Little-known draft facts 
The best draft nicknames 
The all-time undrafted team 
First-round picks who never played 
» A-Z list of every player ever drafted 
College-by-college breakdowns 


\ 10 bestfirst-round picks . 
i *».10 best picks by position and draft pick 
” fo ae - ee The best Mr. Irrelevants 
- Fes : \ New 8°/: x 10’/s size, 448 pages 
To Order Call Toll-Free 
Dept. WY060428 
To order by mail: Send check or money order to: The Sporting News, Attn: Book Dept. or log on to: 

WY060428, P.0. Box 11229, Des Moines, 1A 50340. Or fax your order to 515-699-3738 sportingnews.com /books 


Dept: WY060428: Shipping and handling: All U.S. and Canadian orders shipped 


= via UPS or USPS. No P.0; Boxes please. Charges: For U:S. orders, $3.95 for first 
book, $1.95 for each additional book. For Canadian orders, $6.95 for first book, 0 IOKLING EWS 
$1.95 for each additional book. International rates available upon request. 
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ENTER TO WIN A RIDE OF A LIFETIME. Imagine being chased 
in a fighter jet, upside down, with Carl Edwards on your tail. Sound 
_like fun? Then you suffer from OAD™ (Overactive Adrenaline Disorder), 
/ an affliction that affects all Ford Racing Drivers and their fans. Get 
_ help now. Enter Carl’s Thrill Ride Sweepstakes. For daily treatment, 
drive the new Ford Fusion available at your local Ford Dealer. 


carlsthrillride.com 
Log on now to carlsthrillride.com. 


No purchase necessary. Void where prohibited. Must be legal U.S. resident, 18 years or older to enter. To enter, visit carlsthrillride.com (the 
“Website”). Sweepstakes ends 6/25/06. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received. Sweepstakes sponsored by Ford Motor 
ie Company, One American Road, Dearborn, Mi 48126. For complete official rules and prize restrictions, go to the Website. 


